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Welcome!
To all who have gathered here this morning we welcome you in the name of Christ our Lord.
Through him we have access to God in boldness and confidence. (Ephesians 3:12) Join us after the
service for coffee. Also join us for Sunday School at 10:45 and Bible Study at 11:00.

OUR GREATEST NEEDS
What do you really need? To answer that question, one must first define what a “need” is. We
understand that a “need” is greater than a “want.” If you lack something you want, life goes on
just fine. If you lack something you need, that presents a problem. To answer that question,
“What do you really need right now,” ultimately one must understand their greatest problems.

Mankind’s greatest problems are universal. We all live under the curse of sin. That sin makes us
utterly helpless in our natural state. Natural man is confused, unable to make sense of life. Left in
sin, man is doomed to death, and not just physical death. After one’s heart stops comes another
type of death that is infinitely worse, an eternal nightmare.

Lent is the season of the Church Year where we wrestle with our greatest needs. Lent also
demonstrates that in Christ, all our greatest needs are met. If you lack Christ, you have nothing. If
you have Christ, you have everything you truly need.

A GIFT FOR THE WORLD
When assessing the seriousness of need, one factor is how widespread that need is. A homeless
individual needs food. During a famine, an entire nation needs food. It is substantially easier to
meet the needs of the former than the latter! The more widespread a need, the greater the need.

When Jesus said, “No one can enter the kingdom of God,” he declared that the need for salvation
is universal. He rightly condemned humanity as a whole. There is no one on the face of the earth
who can make the case that they deserve God’s blessing. Yet, ages ago, God declared that all
nations would be blessed. God has declared his love for the world and promised he would save
the world. God’s gift of salvation is meant for all people.

Some interpret this to mean that all people will be saved in the end. This is not true. The gift of
salvation is meant for the world; however, it is received by faith. “Whoever believes in him...”
However, the good news is that faith is also God’s gift, imparted through that gospel.
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HYMN: LORD JESUS CHRIST, BE PRESENT NOW 918

Stand

M:

The grace of our Lord + Jesus Christ and the love of God and the fellowship of the Holy
Spirit be with you.

And also with you.

CONFESSION OF SINS
We have come into the presence of God, who created us to love and serve him as his dear
children. But we have disobeyed him and deserve only his wrath and punishment.
Therefore, let us confess our sins to him and plead for his mercy.
Merciful Father in heaven, | am altogether sinful from birth. In countless ways | have
sinned against you and do not deserve to be called your child. But trusting in Jesus,
my Savior, | pray: Have mercy on me according to your unfailing love. Cleanse me
from my sin, and take away my guilt.
God, our heavenly Father, has forgiven all your sins. By the perfect life and innocent death
of our Lord Jesus Christ, he has removed your guilt forever. You are his own dear child.
May God give you strength to live according to his will.

Amen.
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PRAYER AND PRAISE

M: In the peace of forgiveness, let us praise the Lord.
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Text: Girolamo Savonarola, 1452-98; tr. Jane F. Wilde, 1826-96, alt.
Tune: O DU LIEBE MEINER LIEBE (87 87 D) Erbaulicher Musicalischer Christen-Schatz, Basel, 1745, alt.
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PRAYER OF THE DAY

M: Let us pray.
Almighty God, you see that we have no power to defend ourselves. Guard and keep us both
outwardly and inwardly from all adversities that may happen to the body and all evil
thoughts that may assault and hurt the soul; through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who
lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

C: Amen.

Be seated

FIRST READING GENESIS 12:1-8
The LORD promised Abram that one of his descendants would be a gift for the world. The LORD
also gave Abram the gift of faith to believe that promise.

The LORD had said to Abram, “Go from your country, your people and your father’s
household to the land I will show you.

2«1 will make you into a great nation,
and I will bless you;
I will make your name great,
and you will be a blessing.
3] will bless those who bless you,
and whoever curses you | will curse;
and all peoples on earth
will be blessed through you.”

4So Abram went, as the LORD had told him; and Lot went with him. Abram was seventy-
five years old when he set out from Harran. *He took his wife Sarai, his nephew Lot, all the
possessions they had accumulated and the people they had acquired in Harran, and they set out
for the land of Canaan, and they arrived there.

®Abram traveled through the land as far as the site of the great tree of Moreh at Shechem.
At that time the Canaanites were in the land. "The LORD appeared to Abram and said, “To your
offspring I will give this land.” So he built an altar there to the LORD, who had appeared to him.

8From there he went on toward the hills east of Bethel and pitched his tent, with Bethel
on the west and Ai on the east. There he built an altar to the LORD and called on the name of
the LORD.

PSALM 121 (Read responsively by the verse) Page 657
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SECOND LESSON ROMANS 4:1-5, 13-17
Abraham provides an example of how salvation is not earned but received as a gift through faith.

What then shall we say that Abraham, our forefather according to the flesh, discovered
in this matter? 2If, in fact, Abraham was justified by works, he had something to boast about—but
not before God. *What does Scripture say? “Abraham believed God, and it was credited to him as
righteousness.”

“Now to the one who works, wages are not credited as a gift but as an
obligation. SHowever, to the one who does not work but trusts God who justifies the ungodly,
their faith is credited as righteousness.

131t was not through the law that Abraham and his offspring received the promise that he
would be heir of the world, but through the righteousness that comes by faith. **For if those who
depend on the law are heirs, faith means nothing and the promise is worthless, **because the law
brings wrath. And where there is no law there is no transgression.

®Therefore, the promise comes by faith, so that it may be by grace and may be
guaranteed to all Abraham’s offspring—not only to those who are of the law but also to those
who have the faith of Abraham. He is the father of us all. 1’As it is written: “I have made you a
father of many nations.” He is our father in the sight of God, in whom he believed—the God who
gives life to the dead and calls into being things that were not.

Verse of the Day:
M: For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, that whoever believes in
him shall not perish but have eternal life.

GOSPEL JOHN 3:1-17
By sharing the gospel of God'’s love for the world, Jesus gave the gift of faith to a Pharisee named
Nicodemus.

INow there was a Pharisee, a man named Nicodemus who was a member of the Jewish
ruling council. 2He came to Jesus at night and said, “Rabbi, we know that you are a teacher who
has come from God. For no one could perform the signs you are doing if God were not with
him.”

3Jesus replied, “Very truly I tell you, no one can see the kingdom of God unless they are
born again.”

*How can someone be born when they are old?”” Nicodemus asked. “Surely they cannot
enter a second time into their mother’s womb to be born!”

®Jesus answered, “Very truly I tell you, no one can enter the kingdom of God unless they
are born of water and the Spirit. ®Flesh gives birth to flesh, but the Spirit gives birth to
spirit. "You should not be surprised at my saying, “You must be born again.” 8The wind blows
wherever it pleases. You hear its sound, but you cannot tell where it comes from or where it is
going. So it is with everyone born of the Spirit.”

%How can this be?” Nicodemus asked.

10y ou are Israel’s teacher,” said Jesus, “and do you not understand these things? *Very

truly I tell you, we speak of what we know, and we testify to what we have seen, but still you
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people do not accept our testimony. 2 have spoken to you of earthly things and you do not
believe; how then will you believe if | speak of heavenly things? *No one has ever gone into
heaven except the one who came from heaven—the Son of Man. *4Just as Moses lifted up the
snake in the wilderness, so the Son of Man must be lifted up, *that everyone who believes may

have eternal life in him.”

®For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, that whoever believes in
him shall not perish but have eternal life. *’For God did not send his Son into the world to

condemn the world, but to save the world through him.

M: This is the gospel of our Lord.
C: Praise be to you, O Christ.

Be seated

HYMN: GOD LOVED THE WORLD SO THAT HE GAVE

570

SERMON
Stand

APOSTLES’ CREED
I believe in God, the Father almighty,
maker of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried.
He descended into hell.
The third day he rose again from the dead.
He ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of God the Father almighty.
From there he will come to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy Christian Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.
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OFFERING

Financial offerings are a regular, proportionate, and joyful response of love by members of a
Christian congregation. Our offerings are given to further the work of God’s kingdom here at
Abiding Word and around the world through the Wisconsin Evangelical Lutheran Synod. If you
are a guest, please do not feel obligated to support our ministry. We no longer pass the plate,
but you can leave your offering in the plates by the entrance to the sanctuary.

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH

LORD’S PRAYER

Our Father, who art in heaven,

hallowed be thy name,

thy kingdom come,

thy will be done

on earth as it is in heaven.

Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,

as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen.

HYMN: HIS ROBES FOR MINE 568

M:

O Lord God, our heavenly Father, pour out the Holy Spirit on your faithful people. Keep
us strong in your grace and truth, protect and comfort us in all temptation, and bestow on
us your saving peace, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and
the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

C: Amen.
BLESSING
M: Brothers and sisters, go in peace. Live in harmony with one another. Serve the Lord with
gladness.
The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look on you with favor and + give you peace.
C: Amen.
HYMN: TO GOD BE THE GLORY 627
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