
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

February 5th, 2023 

5th Sunday after Epiphany 

8470 Landen Drive Maineville, Ohio 
 

 

 
 

At Abiding Word 

We gather around the Word (worship) 

We grow in the Word (education) 

And we share the Word with the world (outreach). 

 

  



February 5, 2023 Page 2 

   

Abiding Word Evangelical Lutheran Church  

Wisconsin Synod 
513.677.9357 abidingword.com 

 

 

 Pastor -Troy Jacobs 937.503.3333 welstroyjacobs@yahoo.com 

               

            

Welcome! 

To all who have gathered here this morning we welcome you in the name of Christ our Lord.  

Through him we have access to God in boldness and confidence. (Ephesians 3:12) Join us after the 

service for coffee.  Also join us for Sunday School at 10:45 and Bible Study at 11:00. 

 

 

THE SAVIOR'S SERMON 

The Greek word epiphany means “appearance.” In the first half of this church season called 

Epiphany, we saw Jesus appear on the scene, beginning his ministry. He calls his disciples. It is 

not long before large crowds start following Jesus around Galilee. So, in the second half of this 

season Jesus is going to teach us what it means to be one of his followers.   Jesus does this 

through the most famous sermon of all time. It is not delivered while standing in a pulpit but 

while sitting on a hill. Elevated above the crowd, Jesus’ voice would carry through the air. His 

followers hung on his every word as the Christ talked about living an authentic Christian life. It is 

called the Sermon on the Mount.   
 

YOU ARE . . . SO BE 

Imagine a beautiful guitar, carefully crafted out of the finest mahogany and steel strings. Now 

imagine that fine instrument is never played. It is placed atop a bookshelf and never touched. It 

just collects dust. Tragic, right? What a thing is finds fulfillment when that thing does what it was 

made to do. Of what use is a guitar that makes no music? What would be the point of turning on a 

lamp and then throwing a heavy blanket over it. It might still be a lamp, but it provides no light. 

(It only serves as a fire hazard!) Form and function are intimately connected.   

 

In the Sermon on the Mount, Jesus teaches that the same is true of discipleship. He wants us to 

see that being a disciple and acting as a disciple are intimately connected. When God called us to 

faith, he declared that we were something new: light, salt, his children. Jesus now encourages us 

to be what God says we are, so that God might bless the world through us. As Jesus speaks to us, 

he means to mold our will to his own.   
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HYMN: LORD, YOU CALL US AS YOUR PEOPLE 736  

 

 

Stand 

 

M: The grace of our Lord + Jesus Christ and the love of God and the fellowship of the Holy 

Spirit be with you. 

 

C: And also with you. 

 

CONFESSION OF SINS 

 

M: We have come into the presence of God, who created us to love and serve him as his dear 

children. But we have disobeyed him and deserve only his wrath and punishment. 

Therefore, let us confess our sins to him and plead for his mercy. 

 

C: Merciful Father in heaven, I am altogether sinful from birth. In countless ways I have 

sinned against you and do not deserve to be called your child. But trusting in Jesus, 

my Savior, I pray: Have mercy on me according to your unfailing love. Cleanse me 

from my sin, and take away my guilt. 

 

M: God, our heavenly Father, has forgiven all your sins. By the perfect life and innocent death 

of our Lord Jesus Christ, he has removed your guilt forever. You are his own dear child. 

May God give you strength to live according to his will. 

 

C: Amen. 

 

 

 

PRAYER AND PRAISE 
 

M:  In the peace of forgiveness, let us praise the Lord. 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY 

M: Let us pray.   

Almighty God, you sent your one and only Son as the Word of life for our eyes to see and 

our ears to hear. Help us believe what the Scriptures proclaim about him and do the things 

that are pleasing in your sight; through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and 

reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
C: Amen. 
 

Be seated 

 

 

 

FIRST READING  EXODUS 19:1-8a 

God made Israel, a nation of slaves, his special people. He wanted Israel to be the kingdom of 

priests he had called them to be. 
 
1On the first day of the third month after the Israelites left Egypt—on that very day—they came 

to the Desert of Sinai. 2After they set out from Rephidim, they entered the Desert of Sinai, and 

Israel camped there in the desert in front of the mountain. 

 3Then Moses went up to God, and the LORD called to him from the mountain and said, 

“This is what you are to say to the descendants of Jacob and what you are to tell the people of 

Israel: 4‘You yourselves have seen what I did to Egypt, and how I carried you on eagles’ wings 

and brought you to myself. 5Now if you obey me fully and keep my covenant, then out of all 

nations you will be my treasured possession. Although the whole earth is mine, 6you will be for 

me a kingdom of priests and a holy nation.’ These are the words you are to speak to the 

Israelites.” 

 7So Moses went back and summoned the elders of the people and set before them all the 

words the LORD had commanded him to speak. 8The people all responded together, “We will do 

everything the LORD has said.” 

 

 

CONFIRMATION REVIEW OF 4TH COMMANDMENT  

THROUGH THE CONCLUSION TO THE COMMANDMENTS 
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SECOND LESSON 1 PETER 2:9-12 

St. Peter encourages us to be what God has declared us to be: members of a royal priesthood, 

citizens of a holy nation.  
 

 9But you are a chosen people, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, God’s special possession, 

that you may declare the praises of him who called you out of darkness into his wonderful 

light. 10Once you were not a people, but now you are the people of God; once you had not 

received mercy, but now you have received mercy. 

 11Dear friends, I urge you, as foreigners and exiles, to abstain from sinful desires, which 

wage war against your soul. 12Live such good lives among the pagans that, though they accuse 

you of doing wrong, they may see your good deeds and glorify God on the day he visits us. 
 

 

Verse of the Day:  

M: Alleluia. Let your light shine before others, that they may see your good deeds and 

glorify your Father in heaven. Alleluia. 

 
 

GOSPEL MATTHEW 5:13-20 

Jesus declares that his disciples are blessings to this dark, decaying world. He calls us to be 

what he says we are.  

 13“You are the salt of the earth. But if the salt loses its saltiness, how can it be made salty 

again? It is no longer good for anything, except to be thrown out and trampled underfoot. 

 14“You are the light of the world. A town built on a hill cannot be hidden. 15Neither do 

people light a lamp and put it under a bowl. Instead they put it on its stand, and it gives light to 

everyone in the house. 16In the same way, let your light shine before others, that they may see 

your good deeds and glorify your Father in heaven. 

 17“Do not think that I have come to abolish the Law or the Prophets; I have not come to 

abolish them but to fulfill them. 18For truly I tell you, until heaven and earth disappear, not the 

smallest letter, not the least stroke of a pen, will by any means disappear from the Law until 

everything is accomplished. 19Therefore anyone who sets aside one of the least of these 

commands and teaches others accordingly will be called least in the kingdom of heaven, but 

whoever practices and teaches these commands will be called great in the kingdom of 

heaven. 20For I tell you that unless your righteousness surpasses that of the Pharisees and the 

teachers of the law, you will certainly not enter the kingdom of heaven. 

 

M: This is the gospel of our Lord. 

C: Praise be to you, O Christ. 
 

Be seated 
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HYMN: THY STRONG WORD 630  

 

 

SERMON 1 PETER 2:9-12   

 

 

Stand 

 

 

APOSTLES’ CREED 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

 maker of heaven and earth. 

 

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, 

 who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

 born of the virgin Mary, 

suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

was crucified, died, and was buried. 

He descended into hell. 

The third day he rose again from the dead. 

He ascended into heaven 

 and is seated at the right hand of God the Father almighty. 

From there he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

the holy Christian Church, 

the communion of saints, 

the forgiveness of sins, 

the resurrection of the body, 

and the life everlasting. Amen.  
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OFFERING 

Financial offerings are a regular, proportionate, and joyful response of love by members of a 

Christian congregation. Our offerings are given to further the work of God’s kingdom here at 

Abiding Word and around the world through the Wisconsin Evangelical Lutheran Synod. If you 

are a guest, please do not feel obligated to support our ministry. We no longer pass the plate, 

but you can leave your offering in the plates by the entrance to the sanctuary. 

 

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 

 

LORD’S PRAYER 

 Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy name, 

thy kingdom come, 

thy will be done 

on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; 

and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen. 

 

M: O Lord God, our heavenly Father, pour out the Holy Spirit on your faithful people. Keep 

us strong in your grace and truth, protect and comfort us in all temptation, and bestow on 

us your saving peace, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and 

the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  

C: Amen. 

 

BLESSING 

M: Brothers and sisters, go in peace. Live in harmony with one another. Serve the Lord with 

gladness. 

 

 The Lord bless you and keep you. 

 The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

 The Lord look on you with favor and + give you peace. 

C: Amen. 

 
 

HYMN: SENT FORTH BY GOD’S BLESSING 932  


