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Welcome!
To all who have gathered here this morning we welcome you in the name of Christ our Lord.
Through him we have access to God in boldness and confidence. (Ephesians 3:12) Join us after the
service for coffee. Also join us for Sunday School at 10:45 and Bible Study at 11:00.

THE GLORY OF THE LORD
The Festival of the Transfiguration of our Lord

Throughout his ministry Jesus said astounding things and did astounding things. Yet, he looked
like a normal man. The prophet said, “He had no beauty or majesty to attract us to him, nothing in
his appearance that we should desire him” (Isaiah 53:2). This would all change one day atop a
high mountain. There, Jesus gave his disciples—gave his Church—a glimpse of the glory he set
aside to be our Savior. And the voice of the Father thundered from the heavens, just as it did at
Jesus’ baptism, announcing Jesus’ true identity to the world—the glorious Son of God.

And so the Transfiguration of our Lord serves as a one-week bridge between the season of
Epiphany, where Jesus is revealed as the true Son of God, and the season of Lent, where we
witness what the Son of God came to do.

On the Mount of Glory, St. Peter declared, “It is good for us to be here.” Indeed! For here we see

the God of Majestic Glory, who became a man to suffer and die for us, just as Moses and the
Prophets had foretold. Oh, how much this glorious God loves us!
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HYMN: HOW GOOD, LORD, TO BE HERE 389

Stand

M: The grace of our Lord + Jesus Christ and the love of God and the fellowship of the Holy
Spirit be with you.

C: And also with you.

CONFESSION OF SINS

M: We have come into the presence of God, who created us to love and serve him as his dear
children. But we have disobeyed him and deserve only his wrath and punishment.
Therefore, let us confess our sins to him and plead for his mercy.

C: Merciful Father in heaven, I am altogether sinful from birth. In countless ways | have
sinned against you and do not deserve to be called your child. But trusting in Jesus,
my Savior, | pray: Have mercy on me according to your unfailing love. Cleanse me
from my sin, and take away my guilt.

M: God, our heavenly Father, has forgiven all your sins. By the perfect life and innocent death
of our Lord Jesus Christ, he has removed your guilt forever. You are his own dear child.
May God give you strength to live according to his will.

C: Amen.

PRAYER AND PRAISE

M: In the peace of forgiveness, let us praise the Lord.

HYMN: CHRIST BEGINS 385

PRAYER OF THE DAY

M: Let us pray.

O God, in the glorious transfiguration of your only-begotten Son, you confirmed the
mysteries of the faith by the testimony of Moses and Elijah, and in the voice that came
from the bright cloud, you foreshadowed our adoption as your sons. In your mercy, make
us co-heirs of glory with Jesus our King, and bring us at last to heaven; through your Son,
Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now
and forever.

C: Amen.

Be seated
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FIRST READING EXODUS 24:9-18
On Mount Sinai Moses saw the glory of the Lord as a terrifying fire. On the Mount of
Transfiguration Moses saw the glory of the Lord as the Savior who takes our fear away.

®Moses and Aaron, Nadab and Abihu, and the seventy elders of Israel went up and saw
the God of Israel. Under his feet was something like a pavement made of lapis lazuli, as bright
blue as the sky. 'But God did not raise his hand against these leaders of the Israelites; they saw
God, and they ate and drank.

12The LORD said to Moses, “Come up to me on the mountain and stay here, and I will
give you the tablets of stone with the law and commandments I have written for their instruction.”

3Then Moses set out with Joshua his aide, and Moses went up on the mountain of
God. *He said to the elders, “Wait here for us until we come back to you. Aaron and Hur are with
you, and anyone involved in a dispute can go to them.”

1"\When Moses went up on the mountain, the cloud covered it, *%and the glory of
the LORD settled on Mount Sinai. For six days the cloud covered the mountain, and on the
seventh day the LORD called to Moses from within the cloud. Y To the Israelites the glory of
the LORD looked like a consuming fire on top of the mountain. *¥Then Moses entered the cloud as
he went on up the mountain. And he stayed on the mountain forty days and forty nights.

PSALM OF THE DAY PSALM 2
REFRAIN: Oh, haste, my soul, your song to raise;
Do not delay your Lord to praise; Bow down in adoration
All glory to the Lord belongs,
Whose praise resounds in grateful songs, The Lord of all creation.
Hearing, fearing, bow before him And adore him, every nation.
Praise the God of our salvation!

Why do the nations conspire and the peoples plot in vain? The kings of the earth take their
stand and the rulers gather together against the Lord and against his Anointed One. “Let us
break their chains,” they say, “and throw off their fetters.”

The One enthroned in heaven laughs; the Lord scoffs at them. Then he rebukes them in his
anger and terrifies them in his wrath,

“I have installed my King on Zion, my holy hill.” I will proclaim the decree of the Lord: He
said to me, “You are my Son; today I have become your Father.

REFRAIN

Ask of me, and | will make the nations your inheritance, the ends of the earth your possession.
You will rule them with an iron scepter; you will dash them to pieces like pottery.”

Therefore, you kings, be wise; be warned, you rulers of the earth. Serve the Lord with fear and
rejoice with trembling. Kiss the Son, lest he be angry and you be destroyed in your way, for
his wrath can flare up in a moment.

REFRAIN
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SECOND LESSON 2 PETER 1:16-21
St. Peter testifies to the reliability of the Christian faith. Peter was an eyewitness to the majesty
and glory of Jesus Christ, the Son of God.

®For we did not follow cleverly devised stories when we told you about the coming of
our Lord Jesus Christ in power, but we were eyewitnesses of his majesty. 1’He received honor
and glory from God the Father when the voice came to him from the Majestic Glory, saying,
“This is my Son, whom I love; with him I am well pleased.” *®We ourselves heard this voice that
came from heaven when we were with him on the sacred mountain.

e also have the prophetic message as something completely reliable, and you will do
well to pay attention to it, as to a light shining in a dark place, until the day dawns and the
morning star rises in your hearts. °Above all, you must understand that no prophecy of Scripture
came about by the prophet’s own interpretation of things. 2*For prophecy never had its origin in
the human will, but prophets, though human, spoke from God as they were carried along by the
Holy Spirit.

Verse of the Day:
M: Alleluia. A cloud covered them, and a voice came from the cloud:
“This is my Son, whom I love. Listen to him!” Alleluia.

GOSPEL MATTHEW 17:1-9
The transfiguration of our Lord.

IAfter six days Jesus took with him Peter, James and John the brother of James, and led
them up a high mountain by themselves. 2There he was transfigured before them. His face shone
like the sun, and his clothes became as white as the light. 3Just then there appeared before them
Moses and Elijah, talking with Jesus.

*Peter said to Jesus, “Lord, it is good for us to be here. If you wish, I will put up three
shelters—one for you, one for Moses and one for Elijah.”

*While he was still speaking, a bright cloud covered them, and a voice from the cloud
said, “This is my Son, whom I love; with him I am well pleased. Listen to him!”

\When the disciples heard this, they fell facedown to the ground, terrified. ‘But Jesus
came and touched them. “Get up,” he said. “Don’t be afraid.” ®8When they looked up, they saw no
one except Jesus.

°As they were coming down the mountain, Jesus instructed them, “Don’t tell anyone
what you have seen, until the Son of Man has been raised from the dead.”

M: This is the gospel of our Lord.
C: Praise be to you, O Christ.

Be seated
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HYMN: DOWN FROM THE MOUNT OF GLORY 388

SERMON 2 PETER 1:16-21

Stand

APOSTLES’ CREED
I believe in God, the Father almighty,
maker of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried.
He descended into hell.
The third day he rose again from the dead.
He ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of God the Father almighty.
From there he will come to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy Christian Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

OFFERING
Financial offerings are a regular, proportionate, and joyful response of love by members of a
Christian congregation. Our offerings are given to further the work of God’s kingdom here at
Abiding Word and around the world through the Wisconsin Evangelical Lutheran Synod. If you
are a guest, please do not feel obligated to support our ministry. We no longer pass the plate,
but you can leave your offering in the plates by the entrance to the sanctuary.
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PRAYER OF THE CHURCH

We praise you, O Father, for the precious gift of your Son and for his glorious
transfiguration on the holy mountain. Give us the firm resolve to listen to your Son, the joyful
readiness to believe his promises, and the spirited willingness to live according to his will. By the
appearance of Moses and Elijah remind us that blessed are the dead who die in the Lord, for they
shall know the power of his resurrection when Christ will transform our lowly bodies so that they
will be like his glorious body.

O God and Father, let your Holy Spirit find a dwelling in our poor bodies and transform
our weak, sinful lives into the radiance of goodness, purity and righteousness. Transform our
souls and minds by the renewing grace that flows from you. Take our sicknesses and pains, our
sorrows and mourning; take our disappointments and despair; take our pride and anger, our hate
and fear; take all these, O Father, and transform them by the power of your Spirit into noble
impulses, pure motives, kind thoughts, constructive deeds, high courage and true faith. Hear the
prayer of your people, O Lord, and send us your aid.

Special prayers of thanksgiving or intercession may be spoken here

Look upon your Church here and in every place, and grant that we and all who bear the
name of Christ may daily offer up to you the acceptable sacrifices of repentance, thanksgiving
and loving obedience. Hear our prayer, O Lord, and by your mercy grant our petitions for Jesus’
sake. Amen.

LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen.
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HYMN: SPEAK, O LORD 633 ‘

M: O Lord God, our heavenly Father, pour out the Holy Spirit on your faithful people. Keep
us strong in your grace and truth, protect and comfort us in all temptation, and bestow on
us your saving peace, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and
the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

C: Amen.

BLESSING

M: Brothers and sisters, go in peace. Live in harmony with one another. Serve the Lord with
gladness.

The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look on you with favor and + give you peace.
C: Amen.
HYMN: GO MY CHILDREN, WITH MY BLESSING 930
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