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Welcome!
To all who have gathered here this morning we welcome you in the name of Christ our Lord.
Through him we have access to God in boldness and confidence. (Ephesians 3:12) Join us after the
service for coffee.

THE SAVIOR'S SERMON
The Greek word epiphany means “appearance.” In the first half of this church season called
Epiphany, we saw Jesus appear on the scene, beginning his ministry. He calls his disciples. It is
not long before large crowds start following Jesus around Galilee. So, in the second half of this
season Jesus is going to teach us what it means to be one of his followers.
Jesus does this through the most famous sermon of all time. It is not delivered while standing in a
pulpit but while sitting on a hill. Elevated above the crowd, Jesus’ voice would carry through the
air. His followers hung on his every word as the Christ talked about living an authentic Christian
life. It is called the Sermon on the Mount.

Our worship the next few weeks will follow this pattern:
Trust in God’s Strength
You Are ... So Be
Live a Holy Life
Love Your Enemies

TRUST IN GOD’S STRENGTH
Jesus begins the Sermon on the Mount with a series of blessings. “Blessed are...” Jesus says,
again and again. In the Latin Vulgate, these all begin with the word “beati”” which translates as
“blessed” or “happy.” Thus, this portion of the sermon is often called “The Beatitudes.” It had to
give Jesus’ listeners pause. For what Jesus calls blessed, the world never would. The world
praises the strong and the self-sufficient. Jesus calls blessed what others would see as weak or
stupid. But, like any good preacher, Jesus is trying to drive home one crucial point. The weaker
you are, the more ready you are to rely on God’s strength. The more difficult your present
circumstances, the likelier you are to yearn for future reward.

All the readings for today teach this truth. We have no real strength or wisdom of our own. But
we don’t need it. Because God’s strength is enough to give the kingdom of heaven to the humble
and poor in spirit.
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HYMN: PRAISE THE ALMIGHTY, MY SOUL, ADORE HIM 619

Stand

M:

The grace of our Lord + Jesus Christ and the love of God and the fellowship of the Holy
Spirit be with you.

And also with you.

CONFESSION OF SINS
We have come into the presence of God, who created us to love and serve him as his dear
children. But we have disobeyed him and deserve only his wrath and punishment.
Therefore, let us confess our sins to him and plead for his mercy.
Merciful Father in heaven, | am altogether sinful from birth. In countless ways | have
sinned against you and do not deserve to be called your child. But trusting in Jesus,
my Savior, | pray: Have mercy on me according to your unfailing love. Cleanse me
from my sin, and take away my guilt.
God, our heavenly Father, has forgiven all your sins. By the perfect life and innocent death
of our Lord Jesus Christ, he has removed your guilt forever. You are his own dear child.
May God give you strength to live according to his will.

Amen.

PRAYER AND PRAISE

In the peace of forgiveness, let us praise the Lord.
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As the Lord provided for Abraham a sacrifice in place of his son Isaac, so also he lovingly provides
for us his own Son, Jesus, the perfect Lamb of God sacrificed for the sins of the world.

Tune:

WINTER (48 48 and Refrain)

Text, Tune: Gerald P. Coleman, b. 1953 © 1987 Birnamwood Publications (ASCAP),
a division of MorningStar Music Publishers, Inc. All rights reserved. Used by permission.
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PRAYER OF THE DAY
M: Let us pray.

Almighty and everlasting God, look with mercy on our weaknesses, and in all our dangers
and needs stretch out the right hand of your majesty to help and defend us; through your
Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God,

now and forever.
C: Amen.

Be seated

FIRST READING

will not be put to shame.

3Seek the LORD, all you humble of the land,

you who do what he commands.
Seek righteousness, seek humility;

perhaps you will be sheltered

on the day of the LORD’s anger.

110n that day you, Jerusalem, will not be put to shame
for all the wrongs you have done to me,

because | will remove from you
your arrogant boasters.
Never again will you be haughty
on my holy hill.
2Byt I will leave within you
the meek and humble.
The remnant of Israel
will trust in the name of the LORD.
3They will do no wrong;
they will tell no lies.
A deceitful tongue
will not be found in their mouths.
They will eat and lie down
and no one will make them afraid.”

How Truly Blest Are They
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ZEPHANIAH 2:3; 3:11-13
The LORD promises that those who are humble, who trust in his strength rather than their own,
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SECOND LESSON 1 CORINTHIANS 1:26-31
Paul points the Corinthians to themselves as an example of how God’s strength is made perfect in
weakness.

2Brothers and sisters, think of what you were when you were called. Not many of you
were wise by human standards; not many were influential; not many were of noble birth. 2’But
God chose the foolish things of the world to shame the wise; God chose the weak things of the
world to shame the strong. 2God chose the lowly things of this world and the despised things—
and the things that are not—to nullify the things that are, ?°so that no one may boast before
him. *It is because of him that you are in Christ Jesus, who has become for us wisdom from
God—that is, our righteousness, holiness and redemption. *Therefore, as it is written: “Let the
one who boasts boast in the Lord.”

Verse of the Day:
M: Alleluia. Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. Alleluia.

GOSPEL MATTHEW 5:1-12
In the Beatitudes Jesus shows us the outcome of a life that is lived trusting in God’s strength.
INow when Jesus saw the crowds, he went up on a mountainside and sat down. His
disciples came to him, %and he began to teach them.
He said:

%“Blessed are the poor in spirit,
for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.
“Blessed are those who mourn,
for they will be comforted.
5Blessed are the meek,
for they will inherit the earth.
®Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness,
for they will be filled.
"Blessed are the merciful,
for they will be shown mercy.
®Blessed are the pure in heart,
for they will see God.
°Blessed are the peacemakers,
for they will be called children of God.
10BJessed are those who are persecuted because of righteousness,
for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.

11«“Blessed are you when people insult you, persecute you and falsely say all kinds of evil
against you because of me. ?Rejoice and be glad, because great is your reward in heaven, for in
the same way they persecuted the prophets who were before you.
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M: This is the gospel of our Lord.
C: Praise be to you, O Christ.

Be seated

HYMN: MY HOPE IS BUILT ON NOTHING LESS 563
SERMON 1 CORINTHIANS 1:26-31
Stand

APOSTLES’ CREED
I believe in God, the Father almighty,
maker of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried.
He descended into hell.
The third day he rose again from the dead.
He ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of God the Father almighty.
From there he will come to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy Christian Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.
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OFFERING

Financial offerings are a regular, proportionate, and joyful response of love by members of a
Christian congregation. Our offerings are given to further the work of God’s kingdom here at
Abiding Word and around the world through the Wisconsin Evangelical Lutheran Synod. If you
are a guest, please do not feel obligated to support our ministry. We no longer pass the plate,
but you can leave your offering in the plates by the entrance to the sanctuary.

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH

LORD’S PRAYER

Our Father, who art in heaven,

hallowed be thy name,

thy kingdom come,

thy will be done

on earth as it is in heaven.

Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,

as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen.

M: O Lord God, our heavenly Father, pour out the Holy Spirit on your faithful people. Keep
us strong in your grace and truth, protect and comfort us in all temptation, and bestow on
us your saving peace, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and
the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

C: Amen.

BLESSING

M: Brothers and sisters, go in peace. Live in harmony with one another. Serve the Lord with
gladness.

The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look on you with favor and + give you peace.
C: Amen.
HYMN: LORD, DISMISS US WITH YOUR BLESSING 927
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