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Welcome!
To all who have gathered here this morning we welcome you in the name of Christ our Lord.
Through him we have access to God in boldness and confidence. (Ephesians 3:12) Join us after
service for coffee. Also, join us for Sunday School at 10:45 and Adult Bible Study at 11:00 am.

HOLY COMMUNION
Our worship service is open to all. The forgiveness received in the Lord’s Supper is
proclaimed to all throughout the service. However, the Bible teaches that the Lord's
Supper is to be received by those who have been instructed about its meaning and the
unity it expresses.

For this reason, we ask that guests speak with the Pastor

before partaking of the Holy Supper.
So that you can be sure that unity of faith and teaching exists we invite you to

participate in a Bible Information Course. This class will prepare you to receive the
Lord's Supper with us. Please contact Pastor about class times.

Series Theme: JESUS APPEARS
The Gospels tell only a little about Jesus’ life as an infant. Then, St. Luke briefly discusses the desire of the
boy Jesus to be in the temple. Then, Scripture falls silent, telling us nothing about almost two decades of
Jesus’ life. For most of Jesus' adult life, he lived quietly in Galilee, practicing the carpentry he had learned
from his adoptive father, Joseph. Jesus had no followers. Jesus was not famous. But at the exact time God
the Father had appointed, Jesus left that obscurity behind. The word epiphany means “appearance.” In the
Season of Epiphany, we watch Jesus begin his public ministry. Jesus makes his first appearances. And in
those appearances, it quickly becomes clear that this is more than a random carpenter’s son. As Jesus
appears, we see exactly who he is and what he came to do.

JESUS APPEARS AS THE LIGHT IN THE DARKNESS
The prophet Isaiah vividly described humanity as “people walking in darkness.” We are completely
enveloped by sin and suffering and death. Worse, when we honestly assess the content of our minds and
hearts, we find darkness there too. However, the prophet also foretold that within this deep darkness, a light
would shine. The light would be so brilliant that it would be impossible to miss. As Jesus began his
teaching and preaching ministry, that prophecy was fulfilled. Today Jesus continues to shine his light by
preaching repentance and the good news of the nearing kingdom. He invites us to live a life that is
illuminated by him. He calls us to walk in the light of love for God and for the brothers and sisters around
us. Our Savior is the Light of the world, and so we shine his reflected light onto everyone around us.
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HYMN: O SON OF GOD, IN GALILEE 765

The service continues with The Service: Setting One on page 154 of the hymnal.

FIRST READING ISAIAH 8:19-9:4
The prophet foretold that the people walking in darkness would see a great light.

¥When someone tells you to consult mediums and spiritists, who whisper and mutter,
should not a people inquire of their God? Why consult the dead on behalf of the living? 2°Consult
God’s instruction and the testimony of warning. If anyone does not speak according to this word,
they have no light of dawn. ?!Distressed and hungry, they will roam through the land; when they
are famished, they will become enraged and, looking upward, will curse their king and their
God. ?2Then they will look toward the earth and see only distress and darkness and fearful gloom,
and they will be thrust into utter darkness.

!Nevertheless, there will be no more gloom for those who were in distress. In the past he
humbled the land of Zebulun and the land of Naphtali, but in the future he will honor Galilee of
the nations, by the Way of the Sea, beyond the Jordan—

2The people walking in darkness have seen a great light; on those living in the land of

deep darkness a light has dawned.®You have enlarged the nation and increased their joy;

they rejoice before you as people rejoice at the harvest, as warriors rejoice when dividing
the plunder. *For as in the day of Midian’s defeat, you have shattered the yoke that
burdens them, the bar across their shoulders, the rod of their oppressor.

O LORD, YOU ARE MY LIGHT PSALM 27B (Page 134)

SECOND READING 1 JOHN 2:3-11
God'’s children are found walking in the light of Christ and reflecting that light by living in love
for God and one another.

3We know that we have come to know him if we keep his commands. “Whoever says, “I
know him,” but does not do what he commands is a liar, and the truth is not in that person. °But if
anyone obeys his word, love for God is truly made complete in them. This is how we know we
are in him: ®*Whoever claims to live in him must live as Jesus did.

"Dear friends, | am not writing you a new command but an old one, which you have had
since the beginning. This old command is the message you have heard. 8Yet | am writing you a
new command,; its truth is seen in him and in you, because the darkness is passing and the true
light is already shining.

°Anyone who claims to be in the light but hates a brother or sister is still in the
darkness. °Anyone who loves their brother and sister lives in the light, and there is nothing in
them to make them stumble. *But anyone who hates a brother or sister is in the darkness and
walks around in the darkness. They do not know where they are going, because the darkness has
blinded them.
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GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
M: Alleluia. The people walking in darkness have seen a great light; on those living in the land
of deep darkness a light has dawned. Alleluia.

GOSPEL MATTHEW 4:12-23
As Jesus began his preaching ministry in a world filled with unbelief, the prophecy was fulfilled. A
brilliant light shined through the darkness.

12\When Jesus heard that John had been put in prison, he withdrew to Galilee. **Leaving
Nazareth, he went and lived in Capernaum, which was by the lake in the area of Zebulun and
Naphtali— **to fulfill what was said through the prophet Isaiah:

1%L and of Zebulun and land of Naphtali, the Way of the Sea, beyond the Jordan,
Galilee of the Gentiles—*%the people living in darkness have seen a great light;
on those living in the land of the shadow of death a light has dawned.”

Y"From that time on Jesus began to preach, “Repent, for the kingdom of heaven has come
near.”

BAs Jesus was walking beside the Sea of Galilee, he saw two brothers, Simon called
Peter and his brother Andrew. They were casting a net into the lake, for they were
fishermen. ¥*“Come, follow me,” Jesus said, “and I will send you out to fish for people.” 2°At
once they left their nets and followed him.

21Going on from there, he saw two other brothers, James son of Zebedee and his brother
John. They were in a boat with their father Zebedee, preparing their nets. Jesus called them, ??and
immediately they left the boat and their father and followed him.

ZJesus went throughout Galilee, teaching in their synagogues, proclaiming the good news
of the kingdom, and healing every disease and sickness among the people.

HYMN: O CHRIST, OUR TRUE AND ONLY LIGHT 904

SERMON on 1 JOHN 2:3-11

The service continues on page 162.

| DISTRIBUTION HYMN: | COME, O SAVIOR, TO YOUR TABLE 670

| HYMN: LORD, NOW YOU LET YOUR SERVANT 951

The service continues on page 170.

| HYMN: O WORD OF GOD INCARNATE 642

January 22, 2023 Page 4



