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Welcome!
To all who have gathered here this morning we welcome you in the name of Christ our Lord.
Through him we have access to God in boldness and confidence. (Ephesians 3:12) Join us after the
service for coffee. Also join us for Sunday School at 10:45 and Bible Study at 11:00.

JESUS APPEARS
The Gospels tell only a little about Jesus’ life as an infant. Then, St. Luke briefly discusses the
desire of the boy Jesus to be in the temple. Then, Scripture falls silent, telling us nothing about
almost two decades of Jesus’ life. For most of Jesus' adult life, he lived quietly in Galilee,
practicing the carpentry he had learned from his adoptive father, Joseph. Jesus had no followers.
Jesus was not famous. But at the exact time God the Father had appointed, Jesus left that
obscurity behind. The word epiphany means “appearance.” In the Season of Epiphany, we watch
Jesus begin his public ministry. Jesus makes his first appearances. And in those appearances, it
quickly becomes clear that this is more than a random carpenter’s son. As Jesus appears, we see
exactly who he is and what he came to do.

JESUS APPEARS AS THE LAMB OF GOD
For centuries the priests of Israel offered sacrifices to God for sin. Over and over blood flowed,
testifying that the penalty of sin was death. But over and over a substitute stood in the place of the
sinner. Countless animals died under the priestly knife as generations of the faithful brought lamb
after lamb to the temple. This week we see the Lamb that God himself was bringing to the
temple. This was the Lamb that God himself would sacrifice. In the great act that would remove
our condemnation, the Messiah took our sins, stood in our place, and died as the substitute for
sinful mankind. This was the fulfillment of the entire sacrificial system. Every lamb and goat and
bird pointed to God’s Lamb who takes away our sin. The heart that sees his Savior willingly
becoming the Lamb cannot help but take this news of salvation to the ends of the earth.
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HYMN: LORD, AS THE DAY BEGINS 781

Stand

M:

The grace of our Lord + Jesus Christ and the love of God and the fellowship of the Holy
Spirit be with you.

And also with you.

CONFESSION OF SINS
We have come into the presence of God, who created us to love and serve him as his dear
children. But we have disobeyed him and deserve only his wrath and punishment.
Therefore, let us confess our sins to him and plead for his mercy.
Merciful Father in heaven, | am altogether sinful from birth. In countless ways | have
sinned against you and do not deserve to be called your child. But trusting in Jesus,
my Savior, | pray: Have mercy on me according to your unfailing love. Cleanse me
from my sin, and take away my guilt.
God, our heavenly Father, has forgiven all your sins. By the perfect life and innocent death
of our Lord Jesus Christ, he has removed your guilt forever. You are his own dear child.
May God give you strength to live according to his will.

Amen.

PRAYER AND PRAISE

In the peace of forgiveness, let us praise the Lord.
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As the Lord provided for Abraham a sacrifice in place of his son Isaac, so also he lovingly provides
for us his own Son, Jesus, the perfect Lamb of God sacrificed for the sins of the world.

Tune:

WINTER (48 48 and Refrain)

Text, Tune: Gerald P. Coleman, b. 1953 © 1987 Birnamwood Publications (ASCAP),
a division of MorningStar Music Publishers, Inc. All rights reserved. Used by permission.
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PRAYER OF THE DAY

M: Let us pray.

Almighty God, you gave your one and only Son to be the light of the world. Grant that your people,
illumined by your Word and sacraments, may shine with the radiance of Christ’s glory, that he may
be known, worshiped, and believed to the ends of the earth; through your Son, Jesus Christ our
Lord, who with you and the Holy Spirit lives and reigns, one God, now and forever.

C: Amen.

Be seated

FIRST READING ISAIAH 49:1-6
The Servant of the Lord would suffer, but in that suffering God would display his splendor to the
entire world.
Listen to me, you islands;
hear this, you distant nations:
Before | was born the LORD called me;
from my mother’s womb he has spoken my name.
2He made my mouth like a sharpened sword,
in the shadow of his hand he hid me;
he made me into a polished arrow
and concealed me in his quiver.
3He said to me, “You are my servant,
Israel, in whom I will display my splendor.”
“But I said, “I have labored in vain;
I have spent my strength for nothing at all.
Yet what is due me is in the LORD’s hand,
and my reward is with my God.”
SAnd now the LORD says—
he who formed me in the womb to be his servant
to bring Jacob back to him
and gather Israel to himself,
for I am honored in the eyes of the LORD
and my God has been my strength—
®he says:
“It is too small a thing for you to be my servant
to restore the tribes of Jacob
and bring back those of Israel | have kept.
I will also make you a light for the Gentiles,
that my salvation may reach to the ends of the earth.”

| WAITED, WAITED FOR THE LORD PSALM 40B (Page 202)
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SECOND LESSON COLOSSIANS 2:6-15
The Lamb of God needed to be flesh and blood, so that he could be sacrificed. And because that
Lamb was the Son of God, it is a sacrifice valuable enough to forgive us all our sins.

S0 then, just as you received Christ Jesus as Lord, continue to live your lives in
him, “rooted and built up in him, strengthened in the faith as you were taught, and overflowing
with thankfulness.

8See to it that no one takes you captive through hollow and deceptive philosophy, which
depends on human tradition and the elemental spiritual forces of this world rather than on Christ.

®For in Christ all the fullness of the Deity lives in bodily form, *%and in Christ you have
been brought to fullness. He is the head over every power and authority. **In him you were also
circumcised with a circumcision not performed by human hands. Your whole self ruled by the
flesh was put off when you were circumcised by Christ, 1?having been buried with him in
baptism, in which you were also raised with him through your faith in the working of God, who
raised him from the dead.

3\When you were dead in your sins and in the uncircumcision of your flesh, God made
you alive with Christ. He forgave us all our sins, **having canceled the charge of our legal
indebtedness, which stood against us and condemned us; he has taken it away, nailing it to the
cross. *And having disarmed the powers and authorities, he made a public spectacle of them,
triumphing over them by the cross.

Verse of the Day:
M: Alleluia. Jesus Christ is the atoning sacrifice for our sins, and not only for ours but also
for the sins of the whole world. Alleluia.

GOSPEL JOHN 1:29-41
As the last and greatest of the prophets, John the Baptist succinctly summarizes God’s plan of
salvation by pointing to Jesus and calling him the Lamb of God.

ZThe next day John saw Jesus coming toward him and said, “Look, the Lamb of God,
who takes away the sin of the world! *°This is the one I meant when I said, ‘A man who comes
after me has surpassed me because he was before me.” 31 myself did not know him, but the
reason I came baptizing with water was that he might be revealed to Israel.”

%2Then John gave this testimony: “I saw the Spirit come down from heaven as a dove and
remain on him. #And | myself did not know him, but the one who sent me to baptize with water
told me, ‘The man on whom you see the Spirit come down and remain is the one who will baptize
with the Holy Spirit.” **I have seen and I testify that this is God’s Chosen One.”

%The next day John was there again with two of his disciples. ¥When he saw Jesus
passing by, he said, “Look, the Lamb of God!”

$"When the two disciples heard him say this, they followed Jesus. *¥Turning around, Jesus
saw them following and asked, “What do you want?”

They said, “Rabbi” (which means “Teacher”), “where are you staying?”’
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39%“Come,” he replied, “and you will see.”

So they went and saw where he was staying, and they spent that day with him. It was
about four in the afternoon.

40 Andrew, Simon Peter’s brother, was one of the two who heard what John had said and
who had followed Jesus. *'The first thing Andrew did was to find his brother Simon and tell him,
“We have found the Messiah” (that is, the Christ).

M: This is the gospel of our Lord.
C: Praise be to you, O Christ.

Be seated

HYMN: ARISE AND SHINE IN SPLENDOR 375
SERMON COLOSSIANS 2:6-15
Stand

APOSTLES’ CREED
I believe in God, the Father almighty,
maker of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried.
He descended into hell.
The third day he rose again from the dead.
He ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of God the Father almighty.
From there he will come to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy Christian Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.
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OFFERING

Financial offerings are a regular, proportionate, and joyful response of love by members of a
Christian congregation. Our offerings are given to further the work of God’s kingdom here at
Abiding Word and around the world through the Wisconsin Evangelical Lutheran Synod. If you
are a guest, please do not feel obligated to support our ministry. We no longer pass the plate,
but you can leave your offering in the plates by the entrance to the sanctuary.

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH

LORD’S PRAYER

Our Father, who art in heaven,

hallowed be thy name,

thy kingdom come,

thy will be done

on earth as it is in heaven.

Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,

as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen.

M: O Lord God, our heavenly Father, pour out the Holy Spirit on your faithful people. Keep
us strong in your grace and truth, protect and comfort us in all temptation, and bestow on
us your saving peace, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and
the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

C: Amen.

BLESSING

M: Brothers and sisters, go in peace. Live in harmony with one another. Serve the Lord with
gladness.

The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look on you with favor and + give you peace.
C: Amen.
HYMN: MY HEART IS FILLED WITH THANKFULNESS 626
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