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At Abiding Word 

We gather around the Word (worship) 

We grow in the Word (education) 

And we share the Word with the world (outreach). 
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Welcome! 

To all who have gathered here this morning we welcome you in the name of Christ our Lord.  

Through him we have access to God in boldness and confidence. (Ephesians 3:12)  

 

A SAVIOR IS BORN 

The first Christmas sermon was preached to a small congregation consisting entirely of shepherds. 

The preacher was an angel. The message of his sermon? “Today in the town of David a Savior has 

been born to you.” That is a heavy word: Savior. It says as much about us as it does about this child.  

 

If the angel had said “a teacher has been born” or “a mentor has been born,” it would mean that 

within us exists the potential to fix all that is wrong with the world. It would mean we just need a 

bit of help: a coach, a mentor, a source of inspiration. But the angel said, “A Savior has been born.” 

If one needs saving, it means he is totally helpless—completely lost—doomed, without outside 

intervention. That is how God the Father viewed us: helpless, lost, doomed. So, he sent more than 

a coach. He sent his only Son to be our Savior.  

 

After December 25 the secular world is done with Christmas. But for the Church, the season of 

Christmas has just begun. For twelve glorious days—The Twelve Days of Christmas—we will 

ponder the nativity of the Son of God. We will celebrate what that nativity means. A Savior is born!  

 

A SAVIOR IS BORN TO BE THE TRUE SON 

Christmas holidays mean family time. Extended family travel and visits. Meals are prepared, gifts 

given, memories are made. The memories might not all be good. Sometimes, Christmas dinners 

end in fights. Sometimes, hurt feelings keep family from coming together during the holidays. The 

painful reality is that we sinners fail our families, and our families fail us.  

 

God knows what that’s like. He, too, wanted his children to be everything he hoped for them to be. 

But he was sorely disappointed. That’s why he made a plan. God the Father sent Jesus to be the son 

that he always wanted—reciprocal in love, perfect in obedience, unwavering in devotion. Jesus 

came to be everything that God wanted from us.  

 

By coming to be the true Son of the Father, Jesus gives us rights to be redeemed sons and 

daughters—sons just like Jesus with the rights, the relationship, and the privileges of heirs.  
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HYMN: O LITTLE TOWN OF BETHLEHEM 333  

 

 

Stand 

 

M: The grace of our Lord + Jesus Christ and the love of God and the fellowship of the Holy 

Spirit be with you. 

 

C: And also with you. 

 

CONFESSION OF SINS 

 

M: We have come into the presence of God, who created us to love and serve him as his dear 

children. But we have disobeyed him and deserve only his wrath and punishment. 

Therefore, let us confess our sins to him and plead for his mercy. 

 

C: Merciful Father in heaven, I am altogether sinful from birth. In countless ways I have 

sinned against you and do not deserve to be called your child. But trusting in Jesus, 

my Savior, I pray: Have mercy on me according to your unfailing love. Cleanse me 

from my sin, and take away my guilt. 

 

M: God, our heavenly Father, has forgiven all your sins. By the perfect life and innocent death 

of our Lord Jesus Christ, he has removed your guilt forever. You are his own dear child. 

May God give you strength to live according to his will. 

 

C: Amen. 
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PRAYER AND PRAISE 
 

M:  In the peace of forgiveness, let us praise the Lord. 

 

 

GOD’S OWN SON MOST HOLY  

 
 

 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

M: Let us pray.   

Almighty God, the martyred innocents of Bethlehem showed forth your praise not by 

speaking but by dying. Put to death in us all that is in conflict with your will that our lives 

may bear witness to the faith we profess with our lips; through your Son, Jesus Christ our 

Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever 

C: Amen. 
 

Be seated 
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FIRST LESSON  ISAIAH 63:7-9 
7I will tell of the kindnesses of the Lord, 

 the deeds for which he is to be praised, 

 according to all the Lord has done for us— 

yes, the many good things he has done for Israel, 

 according to his compassion and many kindnesses. 
8He said, “Surely they are my people,children who will be true to me”; 

 and so he became their Savior. 
9In all their distress he too was distressed, and the angel of his presence saved them. 

In his love and mercy he redeemed them; he lifted them up and carried them all the days 

of old. 

 

PSALM OF THE DAY  PSALM 2 

REFRAIN 

Oh, haste, my soul, your song to raise;  

Do not delay your Lord to praise;  Bow down in adoration 

All glory to the Lord belongs,   

Whose praise resounds in grateful songs,  The Lord of all creation. 

Hearing, fearing, bow before him   And adore him, every nation. 

Praise the God of our salvation! 

 

Why do the nations conspire and the peoples plot in vain? The kings of the earth take 

their stand and the rulers gather together against the Lord and against his Anointed 

One.  “Let us break their chains,” they say, “and throw off their fetters.” 

 

The One enthroned in heaven laughs; the Lord scoffs at them.  Then he rebukes them in 

his anger and terrifies them in his wrath, 

 

“I have installed my King on Zion, my holy hill.”  I will proclaim the decree of the Lord: 

He said to me, “You are my Son; today I have become your Father. 

 

REFRAIN 

 

Ask of me, and I will make the nations your inheritance, the ends of the earth your 

possession.  You will rule them with an iron scepter; you will dash them to pieces 

like pottery.” 

 

Therefore, you kings, be wise; be warned, you rulers of the earth. Serve the Lord with 

fear  and rejoice with trembling.  Kiss the Son, lest he be angry and you be destroyed 

in your way, for his wrath can flare up in a moment. 

 

REFRAIN 
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SECOND LESSON GALATIANS 4:4-7 

 4But when the set time had fully come, God sent his Son, born of a woman, born under 

the law, 5to redeem those under the law, that we might receive adoption to sonship. 6Because you 

are his sons, God sent the Spirit of his Son into our hearts, the Spirit who calls out, “Abba, 

Father.” 7So you are no longer a slave, but God’s child; and since you are his child, God has 

made you also an heir. 

 

 

Verse of the Day:  

C: Alleluia. Sing to the Lord a new song; his right hand and his holy arm have worked 

salvation for him. Alleluia. 

 

 

GOSPEL        MATTHEW 2:13-23 

 13When they had gone, an angel of the Lord appeared to Joseph in a dream. “Get up,” he 

said, “take the child and his mother and escape to Egypt. Stay there until I tell you, for Herod is 

going to search for the child to kill him.” 

 14So he got up, took the child and his mother during the night and left for Egypt, 15where 

he stayed until the death of Herod. And so was fulfilled what the Lord had said through the 

prophet: “Out of Egypt I called my son.” 
16When Herod realized that he had been outwitted by the Magi, he was furious, and he 

gave orders to kill all the boys in Bethlehem and its vicinity who were two years old and under, in 

accordance with the time he had learned from the Magi. 17Then what was said through the 

prophet Jeremiah was fulfilled: 
18“A voice is heard in Ramah, 

weeping and great mourning, 

Rachel weeping for her children 

and refusing to be comforted, 

because they are no more.” 
19After Herod died, an angel of the Lord appeared in a dream to Joseph in Egypt 20and 

said, “Get up, take the child and his mother and go to the land of Israel, for those who were trying 

to take the child’s life are dead.” 

 21So he got up, took the child and his mother and went to the land of Israel. 22But when he 

heard that Archelaus was reigning in Judea in place of his father Herod, he was afraid to go there. 

Having been warned in a dream, he withdrew to the district of Galilee, 23and he went and lived in 

a town called Nazareth. So was fulfilled what was said through the prophets, that he would be 

called a Nazarene. 

 

M: This is the gospel of our Lord. 

C: Praise be to you, O Christ. 
 

Be seated 
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HYMN: LET ALL TOGETHER PRAISE OUR GOD 355  

 

SERMON GALATIANS 4:4-7 

 

 

Stand 

 

 

APOSTLES’ CREED 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

 maker of heaven and earth. 

 

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, 

 who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

 born of the virgin Mary, 

suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

was crucified, died, and was buried. 

He descended into hell. 

The third day he rose again from the dead. 

He ascended into heaven 

 and is seated at the right hand of God the Father almighty. 

From there he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

the holy Christian Church, 

the communion of saints, 

the forgiveness of sins, 

the resurrection of the body, 

and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 

 

 

THANKSGIVING 

 

OFFERING 

 

Financial offerings are a regular, proportionate, and joyful response of love by members of a 

Christian congregation. Our offerings are given to further the work of God’s kingdom here at 

Abiding Word and around the world through the Wisconsin Evangelical Lutheran Synod. If you 

are a guest, please do not feel obligated to support our ministry. We no longer pass the plate, 

but you can leave your offering in the plates by the entrance to the sanctuary.  
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PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 

 

 

LORD’S PRAYER 

 Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy name, 

thy kingdom come, 

thy will be done 

on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; 

and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen. 

 

 

M: O Lord God, our heavenly Father, pour out the Holy Spirit on your faithful people. Keep 

us strong in your grace and truth, protect and comfort us in all temptation, and bestow on 

us your saving peace, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and 

the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  

 

C: Amen. 

 

 

 

BLESSING 

M: Brothers and sisters, go in peace. Live in harmony with one another. Serve the Lord with 

gladness. 

 

 The Lord bless you and keep you. 

 The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

 The Lord look on you with favor and + give you peace. 

 

C: Amen. 

 

 

HYMN: HARK THE HERALD ANGELS SING 350  

  


