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Abiding Word Lutheran Church
Welcome!
To all who have gathered here this morning we welcome you in the name of Christ our Lord.
Through him we have access to God in boldness and confidence. (Ephesians 3:12) Join us after
the service for coffee. To allow for social distancing, please don’t linger in front of the kitchen
and bathroom.

HOLY COMMUNION
Our worship service is open to all. The forgiveness received in the Lord’s Supper is
proclaimed to all throughout the service. However, the Bible teaches that the Lord's
Supper is to be received by those who have been instructed about its meaning and the
unity it expresses.

For this reason, we ask that guests speak with the Pastor

before partaking of the Holy Supper.
So that you can be sure that unity of faith and teaching exists we invite you to

participate in a Bible Information Course. This class will prepare you to receive the
Lord's Supper with us. Please contact Pastor about class times.

THE LAST DAY
Certain days mean different things to different people. That will be most true on the Last Day. On
his calendar, God has written in ink the day when Jesus will return to “judge the living and the
dead” (Apostles’ Creed). In the final weeks of the church year it is natural for us to think about that
Last Day and what it means. The Last Day will mean very different things to different people.

A Day of Terror For All Those Who Troubled God’s People
Our world is full of victims of abuse, violence, and oppression. In many cases, this evil goes
unnoticed or unpunished. Injustice can drive victims in two possible directions. They can be filled
with despair over the unfairness of the situation. Or they can be filled with hatred and a desire for
revenge. While Christians wait for Christ’s return on the Last Day, they are by no means the only
ones who suffer at the hands of others. They are, however, often included among them. Believers
have always faced opposition from a world who rejects the one we believe in. When we suffer,
what are our options? Do we throw up our hands in despair? Do we take matters into our own
hands and seek vengeance? The certainty of that Last Day gives us a better option. We can leave
justice up to the Judge. We can be confident that on the Last Day every wrong will be righted.
We can look forward to the Last Day—also known as Judgment Day—because we are confident
of where we stand with God through faith in Jesus Christ.
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HYMN: THE KING SHALL COME 495

The service continues with The Service: Setting One on page 154 of the hymnal.

PRAYER OF THE DAY

M:  Lord God Almighty, so rule and govern our hearts and minds by your Holy Spirit that we
may always look forward to the end of this present evil age and the day of your righteous
judgment. Keep us steadfast in true and living faith, and present us at last holy and
blameless before you; through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with
you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

C: Amen.

Be seated

FIRST READING MALACHI 4
On the Last Day, those who apposed God will be laid low, but all God’s people will be healed.

1Surely the day is coming; it will burn like a furnace. All the arrogant and every evildoer
will be stubble, and the day that is coming will set them on fire,” says the LORD Almighty. “Not a
root or a branch will be left to them. 2But for you who revere my name, the sun of righteousness
will rise with healing in its rays. And you will go out and frolic like well-fed calves. Then you
will trample on the wicked; they will be ashes under the soles of your feet on the day when I act,”
says the LORD Almighty.

*Remember the law of my servant Moses, the decrees and laws I gave him at Horeb for
all Israel.>“See, I will send the prophet Elijah to you before that great and dreadful day of
the LORD comes. ®He will turn the hearts of the parents to their children, and the hearts of the
children to their parents; or else I will come and strike the land with total destruction.”

SECOND READING 2 THESSALONIANS 1:5-10
God promises that on the Last Day all those who troubled his holy people will themselves be
eternally troubled.

®All this is evidence that God’s judgment is right, and as a result you will be counted worthy of
the kingdom of God, for which you are suffering. God is just: He will pay back trouble to those
who trouble you “and give relief to you who are troubled, and to us as well. This will happen
when the Lord Jesus is revealed from heaven in blazing fire with his powerful angels. 8He will
punish those who do not know God and do not obey the gospel of our Lord Jesus. °They will be
punished with everlasting destruction and shut out from the presence of the Lord and from the
glory of his might °on the day he comes to be glorified in his holy people and to be marveled at
among all those who have believed. This includes you, because you believed our testimony to
you.

CATECHISM REVIEW
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VERSE OF THE DAY
M: Be faithful, even to the point of death, and I will give you life as your victor’s crown.

GOSPEL READING LUKE 21:5-19
Jesus tells us what the world will be like for believers before the Last Day.

*Some of his disciples were remarking about how the temple was adorned with beautiful
stones and with gifts dedicated to God. But Jesus said, ®“As for what you see here, the time will
come when not one stone will be left on another; every one of them will be thrown down.”

"“Teacher,” they asked, “when will these things happen? And what will be the sign that
they are about to take place?”

8He replied: “Watch out that you are not deceived. For many will come in my name,
claiming, ‘I am he,” and, ‘The time is near.” Do not follow them. *When you hear of wars and
uprisings, do not be frightened. These things must happen first, but the end will not come right
away.”

©Then he said to them: “Nation will rise against nation, and kingdom against
kingdom. " There will be great earthquakes, famines and pestilences in various places, and fearful
events and great signs from heaven.

12«But before all this, they will seize you and persecute you. They will hand you over to
synagogues and put you in prison, and you will be brought before kings and governors, and all on
account of my name. 3And so you will bear testimony to me. *But make up your mind not to
worry beforehand how you will defend yourselves. *For | will give you words and wisdom that
none of your adversaries will be able to resist or contradict. You will be betrayed even by
parents, brothers and sisters, relatives and friends, and they will put some of you to
death. Y’Everyone will hate you because of me. ®But not a hair of your head will perish. **Stand
firm, and you will win life.

HYMN: THE DAY IS SURELY DRAWING NEAR 488

SERMON on LUKE 21:5-19
Comfort for Troubled Times

The service continues on page 162.

| DISTRIBUTION HYMN: IN THIS HOLY, BLEST COMMUNION 669

| HYMN: LORD, NOW YOU LET YOUR SERVANT 951

The service continues on page 170.

| HYMN: RISE! TO ARMS! WITH PRAYER EMPLOY YOU 871
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