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Welcome!

To all who have gathered here this morning we welcome you in the name of Christ our Lord.
Through him we have access to God in boldness and confidence. (Ephesians 3:12) Please join us
for coffee and snacks after the service. To allow for social distancing, please don’t linger in front
of the kitchen and bathroom.

THE TRUTH WILL SET YOU FREE
(The Festival of the Reformation)

We value freedom and strive to protect freedoms. But do we truly understand freedom? Freedom
for many means doing what you want without control or coercion. Jesus helps us to understand
true freedom: “If you hold to my teaching, you are really my disciples. Then you will know the
truth, and the truth will set you free” (Gospel). Jesus says that you will never be free by living
however you want. Take that attitude towards life and you'll be a slave. You'll only be free—
spiritually, emotionally, eternally—“If you hold to my teaching” and therefore “know the truth.”

A key principle Martin Luther established through the Reformation is sola scriptura, Scripture
alone. Luther thought it was the answer to all of life’s fundamental questions. On what basis is a
belief or practice justified or rejected? Scripture alone. Who or what is the final arbiter of truth?
Scripture alone. Heirs of the Reformation still bind themselves to Scripture. Does restricting
ourselves in this manner curtail freedom? Just the opposite is true. God’s divinely inspired truth
brings freedom. It frees us from slavery to sinful delusions, the burden of guilt, and any earthly
power. This week we see that when we willingly bind ourselves to truth, Jesus keeps his promise.
The truth sets us free.
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DIALOGUE FOR REFORMATION
Excerpts from Martin Luther’s Ninety-Five Theses and corresponding verses from the Scriptures

M:

When our Lord and Master Jesus Christ said, “Repent,” he willed the entire life of
believers to be one of repentance. Thesis 1

Have mercy on me, O God,

according to your unfailing love;
According to your great compassion
blot out my transgressions.

Wash away all my iniquity

and cleanse me from my sin. Psalm 51:1-2

Those who believe that they can be certain of their salvation because they have
indulgence letters will be eternally condemned, together with their teachers. Thesis 32

All who rely on observing the law are under a curse,
for it is written:
“Cursed is everyone who does not continue

to do everything written in the Book of the Law.”
Galatians 3:10

Any truly repentant Christian has a right to full remission of penalty and guilt, even
without indulgence letters. Thesis 36

Praise the Lord, O my soul,

and forget not all his benefits—

who forgives all your sins

and heals all your diseases.

He does not treat us as our sins deserve,

or repay us according to our iniquities.

For as far as the east is from the west,

So far has he removed our transgressions from us. Psalm 103:2,3,10,12
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Any true Christian, whether living or dead, participates in all the blessings of Christ and
the church. This is given to him by God, even without indulgence letters. Thesis 37

A righteousness from God, apart from law, has been made known,

to which the Law and the Prophets testify.

This righteousness from God comes through faith in Jesus Christ to all who believe.
There is no difference, for all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God,

and are justified freely by his grace

through the redemption that came by Christ Jesus.

God presented him as a sacrifice of atonement, through faith in his blood.
Romans 3:21-25

The true treasure of the church is the most holy gospel of the glory and grace of God.

Thesis 62
Therefore, since we have been justified through faith,
we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ,
through whom we have gained access by faith
into this grace in which we now stand.
And we rejoice in the hope of the glory of God. Romans 5:1-2 17

Christians should be exhorted to be diligent in following Christ, their head, through
penalties, death, and hell, and thus be confident of entering into heaven through many
tribulations rather than through the false security of peace. Theses 94 & 95

Rejoice that you participate in the sufferings of Christ,

so that you may be overjoyed when his glory is revealed.

And the God of all grace, who called you to his eternal glory in Christ,
after you have suffered a little while,

will himself restore you and make you strong, firm and steadfast.

To him be the power forever and ever. Amen.
1 Peter 4:13 & 5:10-11

HYMN: O LORD, TAKE PITY ONCE YOU’VE SEEN 865
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CONFESSION OF SINS

M: We have come into the presence of God, who created us to love and serve him as his dear
children. But we have disobeyed him and deserve only his wrath and punishment.
Therefore, let us confess our sins to him and plead for his mercy.

C: Merciful Father in heaven, | am altogether sinful from birth. In countless ways | have
sinned against you and do not deserve to be called your child. But trusting in Jesus,
my Savior, | pray: Have mercy on me according to your unfailing love. Cleanse me
from my sin, and take away my guilt.

M: God, our heavenly Father, has forgiven all your sins. By the perfect life and innocent death
of our Lord Jesus Christ, he has removed your guilt forever. You are his own dear child.
May God give you strength to live according to his will.

C: Amen.
PRAYER AND PRAISE
M: In the peace of forgiveness, let us praise the Lord.
HYMN: HIS MERCY IS MORE 579

PRAYER OF THE DAY

M:  Gracious Lord, our refuge and strength, pour out your Holy Spirit on your faithful people.
Keep them steadfast in your Word, protect and comfort them in all temptations, defend
them against all their enemies, and bestow on the church your saving peace; through your
Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God,
now and forever.
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FIRST READING JEREMIAH 31:31-34
The old covenant of law could tell people how to act. It could not create the desire to freely do so.
The new covenant of grace transforms people’s hearts, so they freely and joyfully follow God’s
will.

31“The days are coming,” declares the Lord,
“when I will make a new covenant
with the people of Israel
and with the people of Judah.
21t will not be like the covenant
I made with their ancestors
when | took them by the hand
to lead them out of Egypt,
because they broke my covenant,
though | was a husband to them,”
declares the Lord.
33“This is the covenant I will make with the people of Israel
after that time,” declares the Lord.
“I will put my law in their minds
and write it on their hearts.
I will be their God,
and they will be my people.
%No longer will they teach their neighbor,
or say to one another, ‘Know the Lord,’
because they will all know me,
from the least of them to the greatest,”
declares the Lord.
“For [ will forgive their wickedness
and will remember their sins no more.”

October 30, 2022 Page 6



PSALM OF THE DAY

Refrain
G \ N [ —

The might-y Lord is with us; the God of Ja-cob isour for-tress.

Psalmn tone %
I
|
|
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God is our refuge and strength,
an ever-present help in trouble.

Therefore we will not fear, though the earth give way
and the mountains fall into the heart of the sea,

though its waters roar and foam
and the mountains quake with their surging.

REFRAIN

There is a river whose streams make glad the city of God,
the holy place where the Most High dwells.

God is within her, she will not fall;
God will help her at break of day.

“Be still, and know that | am God;

I will be exalted among the nations, | will be exalted in the earth.”

Glory be to the Father and to the Son
And to the Holy Spirit,
As it was in the beginning,
Is now, and will be forever. Amen.

REFRAIN
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SECOND READING GALATIANS 5:1-6
St. Paul encourages us to stand firm in the freedom that we have in Christ.

L1t is for freedom that Christ has set us free. Stand firm, then, and do not let yourselves be
burdened again by a yoke of slavery.

2Mark my words! 1, Paul, tell you that if you let yourselves be circumcised, Christ will be
of no value to you at all. 3Again | declare to every man who lets himself be circumcised that he is
obligated to obey the whole law. “You who are trying to be justified by the law have been
alienated from Christ; you have fallen away from grace. °For through the Spirit we eagerly await
by faith the righteousness for which we hope. ®For in Christ Jesus neither circumcision nor
uncircumecision has any value. The only thing that counts is faith expressing itself through love.

VERSE OF THE DAY

M: Alleluia. If you hold to my teaching, you are really my disciples. Then you will know the
truth, and the truth will set you free. Alleluia.

Stand

GOSPEL JOHN 8:31-36
The truth of the gospel sets us free.

31To the Jews who had believed him, Jesus said, “If you hold to my teaching, you are
really my disciples. **Then you will know the truth, and the truth will set you free.”

%They answered him, “We are Abraham’s descendants and have never been slaves of
anyone. How can you say that we shall be set free?”

#Jesus replied, “Very truly I tell you, everyone who sins is a slave to sin. *Now a slave
has no permanent place in the family, but a son belongs to it forever. **So if the Son sets you free,
you will be free indeed.

C: Praise be to you, O  Christ!
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HYMN OF THE DAY: A MIGHTY FORTRESS IS OUR GOD

863

SERMON
Hold Firm to the Truth

APOSTLES’ CREED
I believe in God, the Father almighty,
maker of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried.
He descended into hell.
The third day he rose again from the dead.
He ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of God the Father almighty.
From there he will come to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy Christian Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.
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PRAYER OF THE CHURCH

M:

Lord, our refuge and strength, we gather to worship and praise you for your ongoing work
of reformation in your Church.

Lord, to you alone be glory.

God of grace, in unfathomable love you pitied us sinners and sent your Son as our substitute
to deliver us from sin, guilt, death, darkness, and despair.

For your grace, Lord, to you alone be glory.

By your grace you sent your Spirit to call us to repentance. Your powerful gospel rescued
us from rebellion and fills us with faith in you, the true and living God.

For saving faith, Lord, to you alone be glory.

By your grace we are heirs of your eternal Word and trustees of the inspired Scriptures,
through which you proclaim your saving truth to every generation. By the Scriptures you
overthrew the darkness of those who perverted your teachings and restored to your church
the message of salvation by grace alone.

For the Holy Scriptures, Lord, to you alone be glory.

In these last days, Lord Jesus Christ, protect your little flock. We are like sheep living
among fierce wolves. Satan stalks us like a roaring lion. Defend us from false teachers who
twist your Word to satisfy the latest longing.

For wisdom and watchfulness under attack, hear our prayer, O Lord.

Never in the history of the world has your Holy Word been so accessible. We lack only the
zeal to treasure your restored truth with lives of faithful Bible study.

For the noble character to search the Scriptures daily, hear our prayer, O Lord.
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C:

M:

As we celebrate the Reformation that restored your pure gospel to your Church, we also
celebrate our common confession of the pure gospel in Word and sacrament.

For this unity of faith, we give you thanks, O Lord.

We remember the faithful confessors of this and former generations, who have passed
down to us your Word of Truth.

For these faithful servants, we give you thanks, O Lord.

Hear us, Lord, as we bring you our private petitions.

Silent prayer.

M: In thanksgiving for the many and amazing blessings restored to your Church through the
Reformation, we now commit ourselves to your care.

C: Be our mighty fortress, our trusty shield and weapon, O Lord. Amen.

LORD’S PRAYER

Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen.
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HYMN: CLING TIGHTLY TO THE WORD OF GOD 707

Stand

M: O Lord God, our heavenly Father, pour out the Holy Spirit on your faithful people. Keep
us strong in your grace and truth, protect and comfort us in all temptation, and bestow on
us your saving peace, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and
the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

[ o &JJ. — N |
C: A - men.
BLESSING
M: Brothers and sisters, go in peace.
Live in harmony with one another.
Serve the Lord with gladness.
The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look on you with favor and + give you peace.
2H | ~ 1
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C: A -men. A - men A - men.
| HYMN: THE CHURCH’S ONE FOUNDATION 855
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