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Welcome!
To all who have gathered here this morning we welcome you in the name of Christ our Lord.
Through him we have access to God in boldness and confidence. (Ephesians 3:12) Join us after
the service for coffee. To allow for social distancing, please don’t linger in front of the kitchen
and bathroom.

HOLY COMMUNION
Our worship service is open to all. The forgiveness received in the Lord’s Supper is
proclaimed to all throughout the service. However, the Bible teaches that the Lord's
Supper is to be received by those who have been instructed about its meaning and the
unity it expresses.

For this reason, we ask that guests speak with the Pastor

before partaking of the Holy Supper.
So that you can be sure that unity of faith and teaching exists we invite you to

participate in a Bible Information Course. This class will prepare you to receive the
Lord's Supper with us. Please contact Pastor about class times.

WHAT SEEMS TO HELP IN LIFE FAILS IN DEATH;

WHAT SEEMS TO FAIL IN LIFE HELPS IN DEATH
Last week we learned the hard truth that while money can help make life easier in some ways, it
cannot bring true happiness and fulfillment. This week we see that as much as money lets us
down in life, its ultimate failure to deliver on its promises happens in death. Those who live with
hearts filled with love for money and void of love for God will receive the only eternity that
money can buy: one void of God and filled with pain. Though we might be fooled into thinking
money helps in life, it will certainly fail us in death. Conversely, that which seems to offer little
help in life will never fail us in death. The best example of this is the gospel. Those who hear and
heed the Scriptures often appear to receive little benefit in life. Living by God’s Word doesn’t
make life easier. In fact, faithfully following Christ often means a more challenging life, one
filled with crosses and self-denial. Great wealth gains you the admiration and respect of the
world. Being true to Scripture is more likely to gain you scorn and ridicule. Yet those who find
the help they need in God rather than in money will never be disappointed. In death they will
receive a reward that dwarfs even the best things money can buy.
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HYMN: ALMIGHTY GOD, YOUR WORD IS CAST 644

The service continues with The Service: Setting One on page 154 of the hymnal.

PRAYER OF THE DAY

M:  Mercifully grant, O God, that your Holy Spirit may in all things direct and rule our hearts,
for without your help we are unable to please you; through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord,
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

C: Amen.

Be seated

FIRST READING AMOS 6:1-7
At the time of Amos, the Israelites enjoyed peace and prosperity, but spiritually they were drifting
away from the LORD. The prophet warns not to let prosperity provide a false sense of security.

'Woe to you who are complacent in Zion, and to you who feel secure on Mount Samaria,
you notable men of the foremost nation, to whom the people of Israel come! 2Go to Kalneh and
look at it; go from there to great Hamath, and then go down to Gath in Philistia. Are they better
off than your two kingdoms? Is their land larger than yours?

%Y ou put off the day of disaster and bring near a reign of terror. “You lie on beds adorned
with ivory and lounge on your couches. You dine on choice lambs and fattened calves. 5You
strum away on your harps like David and improvise on musical instruments. ®You drink wine by
the bowlful and use the finest lotions, but you do not grieve over the ruin of Joseph. "Therefore
you will be among the first to go into exile; your feasting and lounging will end.

PSALM 146C (page 792) PRAISE THE LORD! SING HALLELUJAH

SECOND READING HEBREWS 13:1-6
Because the Lord is our helper in both life and death, in all aspects of life we strive to live for
him.

1Keep on loving one another as brothers and sisters. 2Do not forget to show hospitality to
strangers, for by so doing some people have shown hospitality to angels without knowing
it. *Continue to remember those in prison as if you were together with them in prison, and those
who are mistreated as if you yourselves were suffering.

*Marriage should be honored by all, and the marriage bed kept pure, for God will judge
the adulterer and all the sexually immoral. SKeep your lives free from the love of money and be
content with what you have, because God has said, “Never will I leave you; never will | forsake
you.”

S0 we say with confidence, “The Lord is my helper; I will not be afraid. What can mere
mortals do to me?”
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VERSE OF THE DAY
M: Alleluia. If they do not listen to Moses and the Prophets, they will not be convinced even
if someone rises from the dead. Alleluia.

GOSPEL READING LUKE 16:19-31
A parable about one who was confident in his wealth and one who was confident in God.

1%“There was a rich man who was dressed in purple and fine linen and lived in luxury
every day. 2°At his gate was laid a beggar named Lazarus, covered with sores 2and longing to eat
what fell from the rich man’s table. Even the dogs came and licked his sores.

22“The time came when the beggar died and the angels carried him to Abraham’s side.
The rich man also died and was buried. 2In Hades, where he was in torment, he looked up and
saw Abraham far away, with Lazarus by his side. ?*So he called to him, ‘Father Abraham, have
pity on me and send Lazarus to dip the tip of his finger in water and cool my tongue, because |
am in agony in this fire.’

2Byt Abraham replied, ‘Son, remember that in your lifetime you received your good
things, while Lazarus received bad things, but now he is comforted here and you are in
agony. And besides all this, between us and you a great chasm has been set in place, so that
those who want to go from here to you cannot, nor can anyone cross over from there to us.’

2I“He answered, ‘Then I beg you, father, send Lazarus to my family, ?for I have five
brothers. Let him warn them, so that they will not also come to this place of torment.’

29« Abraham replied, ‘They have Moses and the Prophets; let them listen to them.’

30« “No, father Abraham,” he said, ‘but if someone from the dead goes to them, they will
repent.’

31“He said to him, ‘If they do not listen to Moses and the Prophets, they will not be
convinced even if someone rises from the dead.” ”

HYMN: LORD, THEE | LOVE WITH ALL MY HEART 817

SERMON on LUKE 16:19-31
Begin with the End in Mind

The service continues on page 162.

Distribution Solo: In This Holy, Blest Communion 669

| HYMN: LORD, NOW YOU LET YOUR SERVANT 951

The service continues on page 170.

| HYMN: THOUGH THOUGHTLESS THOUSANDS CHOOSE THE ROAD 718
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