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Fifteenth Sunday after Pentecost 
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At Abiding Word 

We gather around the Word (worship) 

We grow in the Word (education) 

And we share the Word with the world (outreach). 

 

  



September 18, 2022 Page 2 

   

Abiding Word Evangelical Lutheran Church  

Wisconsin Synod 
513.677.9357 abidingword.com 
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Welcome! 

To all who have gathered here this morning we welcome you in the name of Christ our Lord.  

Through him we have access to God in boldness and confidence. (Ephesians 3:12) Please join us 

for coffee after the service.  To allow for social distancing, please don’t linger in front of the kitchen 

and bathroom. 

 

 

HARD TRUTH 

 “Jesus went through the towns and villages, teaching as he made his way to Jerusalem” (Luke 

13:22). Jesus knows that when he gets to Jerusalem, he is going to die. If you expect Jesus to use 

these final teaching opportunities to share happy thoughts, you don’t know him well. With a sense 

of extreme urgency, Jesus shares truths we need to hear, even if we do not want to hear them. As 

Jesus teaches hard truth, he challenges conventional wisdom. He reverses the normal and natural 

order of things. This should not surprise us, considering this Teacher’s life and work are the 

opposite of what one would expect.  

When the truth is hard to hear, the first temptation is to deny it. We cannot do that with Jesus’ 

teaching, for he never lies. When the truth is hard to hear, the second temptation is to simply ignore 

it. To do that with Jesus is to court eternal death. Thus, Jesus’ words contain an urgent warning: 

Listen! Take to heart what Jesus says! For his Word, though it contains hard truth, gives eternal 

life. 

 

SERVE GOD WITH MONEY; YOU CAN’T SERVE GOD AND MONEY 

 There are more than 2300 Bible passages that speak about money. Why? Money is a master 

Satan frequently tempts us to serve. And that evil foe knows how successful his efforts with 

money can be. Money provides us with a false comfort and a sense of security. It serves as a 

source of pride. It serves as a wonderful tool for a favorite pastime: justifying ourselves in our 

own eyes and the eyes of others. Jesus knows that serving money makes it impossible to serve 

God. The human heart is not big enough for both. As a result, Jesus does all he can to expose the 

futility of serving money. He also helps us see that the only one truly worth serving is our 

gracious, loving God. When we serve God, money is put in its proper place. Instead of money 

being a lord to serve, it becomes a resource for serving the Lord. This is the hard truth. There is 

no way for us to serve both God and money. But we can serve God with our money.  
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HYMN: IT IS WELL WITH MY SOUL 850 

 

Stand 

 

 

M: The grace of our Lord + Jesus Christ and the love of God and the fellowship of the Holy 

Spirit be with you. 

 

C: And also with you. 

 

CONFESSION OF SINS 

 

M: We have come into the presence of God, who created us to love and serve him as his dear 

children. But we have disobeyed him and deserve only his wrath and punishment. 

Therefore, let us confess our sins to him and plead for his mercy. 

 

C: Merciful Father in heaven, I am altogether sinful from birth. In countless ways I have 

sinned against you and do not deserve to be called your child. But trusting in Jesus, 

my Savior, I pray: Have mercy on me according to your unfailing love. Cleanse me 

from my sin, and take away my guilt. 

 

M: God, our heavenly Father, has forgiven all your sins. By the perfect life and innocent death 

of our Lord Jesus Christ, he has removed your guilt forever. You are his own dear child. 

May God give you strength to live according to his will. 

 

C: Amen. 
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PRAYER AND PRAISE 
 

M:  In the peace of forgiveness, let us praise the Lord. 

 

HYMN: ALL PRAISE TO HIM 600 

 
 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

M: O God, you have told us not to be anxious about what we need for this life. Move our 

hearts to seek you and your kingdom, that all good things may be given to us as well; 

through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, 

one God, now and forever. 
 

 

 

 

 
 

Be seated 
 

 

FIRST READING       ECCLESIASTES 5:10–20 

King Solomon knew from experience that if you serve money, you will end up disappointed. 
 

10Whoever loves money never has enough; 

 whoever loves wealth is never satisfied with their income. 

 This too is meaningless. 

11As goods increase, 

 so do those who consume them. 

And what benefit are they to the owners 

 except to feast their eyes on them? 

12The sleep of a laborer is sweet, 

 whether they eat little or much, 

but as for the rich, their abundance 

 permits them no sleep. 

 13I have seen a grievous evil under the sun: 

wealth hoarded to the harm of its owners, 

 14or wealth lost through some misfortune, 

so that when they have children 

 there is nothing left for them to inherit. 
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15Everyone comes naked from their mother’s womb, 

 and as everyone comes, so they depart. 

They take nothing from their toil 

 that they can carry in their hands. 

 16This too is a grievous evil: 

As everyone comes, so they depart, 

 and what do they gain, 

 since they toil for the wind? 
17All their days they eat in darkness, 

 with great frustration, affliction and anger. 

 18This is what I have observed to be good: that it is appropriate for a person to eat, to 

drink and to find satisfaction in their toilsome labor under the sun during the few days of life God 

has given them—for this is their lot. 19Moreover, when God gives someone wealth and 

possessions, and the ability to enjoy them, to accept their lot and be happy in their toil—this is a 

gift of God. 20They seldom reflect on the days of their life, because God keeps them occupied 

with gladness of heart. 
 
 
PSALM OF THE DAY:128A (page 693) BLEST ARE ALL WHO FEAR THE LORD 
 

 

SECOND READING 1 TIMOTHY 6:6–10, 17–19 

Saint Paul teaches in straightforward language that serving money will lead to spiritual 

destruction. But serving God with our money leads to a fulfilling life. 
 

 6But godliness with contentment is great gain. 7For we brought nothing into the world, 

and we can take nothing out of it. 8But if we have food and clothing, we will be content with 

that. 9Those who want to get rich fall into temptation and a trap and into many foolish and 

harmful desires that plunge people into ruin and destruction. 10For the love of money is a root of 

all kinds of evil. Some people, eager for money, have wandered from the faith and pierced 

themselves with many griefs. 

 17Command those who are rich in this present world not to be arrogant nor to put their 

hope in wealth, which is so uncertain, but to put their hope in God, who richly provides us with 

everything for our enjoyment. 18Command them to do good, to be rich in good deeds, and to be 

generous and willing to share. 19In this way they will lay up treasure for themselves as a firm 

foundation for the coming age, so that they may take hold of the life that is truly life. 
 

 

VERSE OF THE DAY 

M:        Alleluia. Seek first his kingdom and his righteousness, and all these things will be given 

to you as well. Alleluia. 

Stand  
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GOSPEL        LUKE 16:1-13 

All money actually belongs to God; he loans it to us to manage for his glory. Through a parable, 

Jesus teaches us to be shrewd in the way we use money to serve him. 
  
 1Jesus told his disciples: “There was a rich man whose manager was accused of wasting 

his possessions. 2So he called him in and asked him, ‘What is this I hear about you? Give an 

account of your management, because you cannot be manager any longer.’ 

 3“The manager said to himself, ‘What shall I do now? My master is taking away my job. 

I’m not strong enough to dig, and I’m ashamed to beg— 4I know what I’ll do so that, when I lose 

my job here, people will welcome me into their houses.’ 

 5“So he called in each one of his master’s debtors. He asked the first, ‘How much do you 

owe my master?’ 

 6“ ‘Nine hundred gallons of olive oil,’ he replied. 

  “The manager told him, ‘Take your bill, sit down quickly, and make it four hundred and 

fifty.’ 

 7“Then he asked the second, ‘And how much do you owe?’ 

  “ ‘A thousand bushels of wheat,’ he replied. 

  “He told him, ‘Take your bill and make it eight hundred.’ 

 8“The master commended the dishonest manager because he had acted shrewdly. For the 

people of this world are more shrewd in dealing with their own kind than are the people of the 

light. 9I tell you, use worldly wealth to gain friends for yourselves, so that when it is gone, you 

will be welcomed into eternal dwellings. 

 10“Whoever can be trusted with very little can also be trusted with much, and whoever is 

dishonest with very little will also be dishonest with much. 11So if you have not been trustworthy 

in handling worldly wealth, who will trust you with true riches? 12And if you have not been 

trustworthy with someone else’s property, who will give you property of your own? 

 13“No one can serve two masters. Either you will hate the one and love the other, or you 

will be devoted to the one and despise the other. You cannot serve both God and money.” 
 
 

M: This is the gospel of our Lord. 

 
 
 
 

HYMN OF THE DAY: ALL DEPENDS ON OUR POSSESSING 807 
 

 

SERMON LUKE 16:1-13 

Job Posting: Good Managers of God’s Earthly Gifts 

 



September 18, 2022 Page 7 

   

APOSTLES’ CREED 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

 maker of heaven and earth. 
 

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, 

 who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

 born of the virgin Mary, 

suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

was crucified, died, and was buried. 

He descended into hell. 

The third day he rose again from the dead. 

He ascended into heaven 

 and is seated at the right hand of God the Father almighty. 

From there he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

the holy Christian Church, 

the communion of saints, 

the forgiveness of sins, 

the resurrection of the body, 

and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 

 

 

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 
 

 

 

LORD’S PRAYER 

 Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy name, 

thy kingdom come, 

thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; 

and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen. 
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HYMN: FORGIVE US, LORD, FOR SHALLOW THANKFULNESS 754 
 

Stand 
 
 

M: O Lord God, our heavenly Father, pour out the Holy Spirit on your faithful people. Keep 

us strong in your grace and truth, protect and comfort us in all temptation, and bestow on 

us your saving peace, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and 

the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  

 
 

 

 

BLESSING 

M: Brothers and sisters, go in peace.  

Live in harmony with one another.  

Serve the Lord with gladness.   

 

The Lord bless you and keep you.   

The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you.   

The Lord look on you with favor and + give you peace. 

  
 

 

 

HYMN: TAKE MY LIFE AND LET IT BE 695 


