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Welcome!
To all who have gathered here this morning we welcome you in the name of Christ our Lord.
Through him we have access to God in boldness and confidence. (Ephesians 3:12) Please join us
for coffee after the service. To allow for social distancing, please don’t linger in front of the kitchen
and bathroom.

Lutheran Worship
The Lutheran church is a liturgical church. Lutherans believe that the gospel is not only the good
news that Jesus has saved sinners, but also the power God uses to create and strengthen faith in
Jesus. Lutheran worship places the gospel in central focus in an order of service called the liturgy.
Through the sermon, Lord’s Supper, in specially selected Bible readings, and in carefully crafted
songs, prayers, and confessions, the liturgy points to Jesus as the Savior of all.

FOCUSED

A unique feature of Luke’s Gospel is the section in the middle often called “the travel narrative.” This
lengthy section began in chapter 9 when Luke told us that Jesus “resolutely set out for Jerusalem” (v51).
While there are many events and side trips that occur during this travel narrative, Luke regularly stresses that
nothing is going to dissuade Jesus from going to Jerusalem where he will fulfill his life’s mission. Jesus was
very focused.

Jesus’ mission and the purpose of this journey was not to gain an earthly crown. Throughout this travel
narrative, Jesus makes clear that this world was not his real home. He teaches that this world is not our real
home either. Jesus is focused on heaven. His mission is to get us there by going to Jerusalem and making the
ultimate sacrifice to pay for our sin. Nothing would stop him. “He set his face like flint,” Isaiah tells us (50:7).
Jesus was focused.

As we watch the focused actions of our Savior... as we focus carefully on his words... something
wonderful happens. Jesus gives focus to our lives. We finally see things clearly: how to love our neighbor,
the true purpose of worship, the blessing of prayer, what is treasure (and what is not). In this series, as Christ
speaks to us through his Word, may he make us properly focused.

FOCUSED LIVING PROPERLY VALUES HEAVENLY TREASURE

Last week Jesus warned us against overvaluing earthly wealth. This week Jesus warns against
undervaluing heavenly treasure. Last week, Jesus exposed the folly of greed. This week, Jesus exposes the
folly of worry, even when faced with the prospect of having a shortage of earthly wealth. This week might
be the bigger challenge! When it seems we lack providence or protection for our daily lives, it can be hard to
avoid worry. But Jesus focuses us. He points to creatures that do not labor or toil, yet are daily fed and
clothed. Even more Jesus points to our Father who promises to give us the heavenly treasures of his kingdom.
Jesus assures us that Father will throw in needed earthly possessions as well. We can pursue heavenly treasure
wholeheartedly, confident that our Father knows all we need.
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HYMN: WHERE YOUR TREASURE IS 828

Stand

M:

The grace of our Lord + Jesus Christ and the love of God and the fellowship of the Holy
Spirit be with you.

And also with you.

CONFESSION OF SINS
We have come into the presence of God, who created us to love and serve him as his dear
children. But we have disobeyed him and deserve only his wrath and punishment.
Therefore, let us confess our sins to him and plead for his mercy.
Merciful Father in heaven, | am altogether sinful from birth. In countless ways | have
sinned against you and do not deserve to be called your child. But trusting in Jesus,
my Savior, | pray: Have mercy on me according to your unfailing love. Cleanse me
from my sin, and take away my guilt.
God, our heavenly Father, has forgiven all your sins. By the perfect life and innocent death
of our Lord Jesus Christ, he has removed your guilt forever. You are his own dear child.
May God give you strength to live according to his will.

Amen.
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PRAYER AND PRAISE

M: In the peace of forgiveness, let us praise the Lord.

HYMN: ALL PRAISE TO HIM 600

PRAYER OF THE DAY

M:  Almighty and everlasting God, you are always more ready to hear than we to pray and
willing to give far more than we either desire or deserve. Pour upon us the abundance of
your mercy, forgiving us those things of which our conscience is afraid, and giving us those
good things for which we are not worthy to ask except through the merits and mediation of
your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one
God, now and forever.
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Be seated

FIRST READING GENESIS 15:1-6
In faith, Abram treasured all the LORD’s gracious promises.

LAfter this, the word of the Lord came to Abram in a vision:

“Do not be afraid, Abram.
I am your shield,
your very great reward.”

2But Abram said, “Sovereign Lord, what can you give me since | remain childless and the
one who will inherit my estate is Eliezer of Damascus?” *And Abram said, “You have given me
no children; so a servant in my household will be my heir.”

*Then the word of the Lord came to him: “This man will not be your heir, but a son who
is your own flesh and blood will be your heir.” °*He took him outside and said, “Look up at the
sky and count the stars—if indeed you can count them.” Then he said to him, “So shall your
offspring be.”

éAbram believed the Lord, and he credited it to him as righteousness.
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PSALM OF THE DAY: PSALM 121

Refrai
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Keep me, keep me as the ap-ple of your eye.
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Hide me, hide me in the shad-ow of your wings.

I lift up my eyes to the hills.
Where does my help come from?
My help comes from the Lord,
the Maker of heaven and earth.
He will not let your foot slip,
he who watches over you will not slumber;
Indeed, he who watches over Israel
will neither slumber nor sleep.
Refrain
The Lord watches over you,
the Lord is your shade at your right hand.
The Lord will keep you from all harm,
he will watch over your life;
The Lord will watch over your coming and going
both now and forevermore.
Glory be to the Father and to the Son And to the Holy Spirit,
As it was in the beginning, Is now, and will be forever. Amen.
Refrain

SECOND READING HEBREWS 11:1-3, 8-16
The gift of faith allows us to see that treasure that is found in the city whose architect and builder
is God.

!Now faith is confidence in what we hope for and assurance about what we do not
see. 2This is what the ancients were commended for.

3By faith we understand that the universe was formed at God’s command, so that what is
seen was not made out of what was visible.

8By faith Abraham, when called to go to a place he would later receive as his inheritance,
obeyed and went, even though he did not know where he was going. °By faith he made his home
in the promised land like a stranger in a foreign country; he lived in tents, as did Isaac and Jacob,
who were heirs with him of the same promise. °For he was looking forward to the city with
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foundations, whose architect and builder is God. **And by faith even Sarah, who was past
childbearing age, was enabled to bear children because she considered him faithful who had made
the promise. 2And so from this one man, and he as good as dead, came descendants as numerous
as the stars in the sky and as countless as the sand on the seashore.

BAll these people were still living by faith when they died. They did not receive the
things promised; they only saw them and welcomed them from a distance, admitting that they
were foreigners and strangers on earth. 1*People who say such things show that they are looking
for a country of their own. **If they had been thinking of the country they had left, they would
have had opportunity to return. **Instead, they were longing for a better country—a heavenly one.
Therefore God is not ashamed to be called their God, for he has prepared a city for them.

VERSE OF THE DAY

M: Alleluia. Do not be afraid, little flock, for your Father has been pleased to give you the
kingdom. Alleluia.
Stand

GOSPEL LUKE 12:22-34
Jesus assures us we have a Father in heaven who knows what we need better than we do.

22Then Jesus said to his disciples: “Therefore I tell you, do not worry about your life,
what you will eat; or about your body, what you will wear. 2°For life is more than food, and the
body more than clothes. 2*Consider the ravens: They do not sow or reap, they have no storeroom
or barn; yet God feeds them. And how much more valuable you are than birds! ®Who of you by
worrying can add a single hour to your life? 26Since you cannot do this very little thing, why do
you worry about the rest?

2I“Consider how the wild flowers grow. They do not labor or spin. Yet I tell you, not
even Solomon in all his splendor was dressed like one of these. 2If that is how God clothes the
grass of the field, which is here today, and tomorrow is thrown into the fire, how much more will
he clothe you—you of little faith! And do not set your heart on what you will eat or drink; do
not worry about it. **For the pagan world runs after all such things, and your Father knows that
you need them. 3'But seek his kingdom, and these things will be given to you as well.

32“Do not be afraid, little flock, for your Father has been pleased to give you the
kingdom. *3Sell your possessions and give to the poor. Provide purses for yourselves that will not
wear out, a treasure in heaven that will never fail, where no thief comes near and no moth
destroys. 3*For where your treasure is, there your heart will be also.
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M: This is the gospel of our Lord.
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C: Praise be to you, O Christ!

HYMN OF THE DAY: HOW FIRM A FOUNDATION 800

SERMON

HEBREWS 11:1-3, 8-16
Persevere in Faith

APOSTLES’ CREED
I believe in God, the Father almighty,
maker of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried.
He descended into hell.
The third day he rose again from the dead.
He ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of God the Father almighty.
From there he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy Christian Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

INSTALLATION OF OFFICERS

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH
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LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen.

HYMN: WE WALK BY FAITH 830

Stand

M: O Lord God, our heavenly Father, pour out the Holy Spirit on your faithful people. Keep
us strong in your grace and truth, protect and comfort us in all temptation, and bestow on
us your saving peace, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and
the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
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BLESSING
M: Brothers and sisters, go in peace. Live in harmony with one another. Serve the Lord with
gladness. The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord make his face shine on you and be
gracious to you. The Lord look on you with favor and + give you peace.
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HYMN: PRECIOUS LORD, TAKE MY HAND 835
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