August 28, 2022
Twelfth Sunday after Pentecost

A biding
/V ord

Evangelical Lutheran Church

8470 Landen Drive Maineville, Ohio

At Abiding Word
We gather around the Word (worship)
We grow in the Word (education)
And we share the Word with the world (outreach).



Abiding Word Evangelical Lutheran Church

Wisconsin Synod
513.677.9357 abidingword.com

Pastor -Troy Jacobs 937.503.3333  welstroyjacobs@yahoo.com

Abiding Word cheran Church |

Welcome!
To all who have gathered here this morning we welcome you in the name of Christ our Lord.
Through him we have access to God in boldness and confidence. (Ephesians 3:12) Please join us
for the picnic after the service.

Lutheran Worship
The Lutheran church is a liturgical church. Lutherans believe that the gospel is not only the good
news that Jesus has saved sinners, but also the power God uses to create and strengthen faith in
Jesus. Lutheran worship places the gospel in central focus in an order of service called the liturgy.
Through the sermon, Lord’s Supper, in specially selected Bible readings, and in carefully crafted
songs, prayers, and confessions, the liturgy points to Jesus as the Savior of all.

HARD TRUTH

“Jesus went through the towns and villages, teaching as he made his way to Jerusalem” (Luke
13:22). Jesus knows that when he gets to Jerusalem, he is going to die. If you expect Jesus to use these
final teaching opportunities to share happy thoughts, you don’t know him well. With a sense of extreme
urgency, Jesus shares truths we need to hear, even if we do not want to hear them. As Jesus teaches hard
truth, he challenges conventional wisdom. He reverses the normal and natural order of things. This
should not surprise us, considering this Teacher’s life and work are the opposite of what one would
expect. When the truth is hard to hear, the first temptation is to deny it. We cannot do that with Jesus’
teaching, for he never lies.

When the truth is hard to hear, the second temptation is to simply ignore it. To do that with Jesus is
to court eternal death. Thus, Jesus’ words contain an urgent warning: Listen! Take to heart what Jesus
says! For his Word, though it contains hard truth, gives eternal life.

THE HUMBLE WILL BE EXALTED; THE EXALTED WILL BE HUMBLED

Everyone knows that humility is a positive trait and pride is a negative one. So, why bother talking
about what we already know? Because in spite of that knowledge, we still helplessly fall into the trap
of pride. We cannot help but think that our ascent to the exalted status we desire is our responsibility.
We even take our exaltation into our own hands, either by treating poorly those we believe we can stand
on top of or by showing favoritism to those we believe can provide us with upward mobility. Rather
than minimizing pride as a sin that is common or harmless, Jesus’ words today confront us with this
hard truth. Those who exalt themselves will be humbled by God. But Jesus also gives us the promise
we need to be freed from pride’s trap. Our exaltation doesn’t need to be our responsibility because Jesus
has already made it his. Those who humble themselves Christ will exalt.
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The grace of our Lord + Jesus Christ and the love of God and the fellowship of the Holy
Spirit be with you.

And also with you.

CONFESSION OF SINS
We have come into the presence of God, who created us to love and serve him as his dear
children. But we have disobeyed him and deserve only his wrath and punishment.
Therefore, let us confess our sins to him and plead for his mercy.

Merciful Father in heaven, | am altogether sinful from birth. In countless ways | have
sinned against you and do not deserve to be called your child. But trusting in Jesus,
my Savior, | pray: Have mercy on me according to your unfailing love. Cleanse me
from my sin, and take away my guilt.

God, our heavenly Father, has forgiven all your sins. By the perfect life and innocent death
of our Lord Jesus Christ, he has removed your guilt forever. You are his own dear child.
May God give you strength to live according to his will.

Amen.
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PRAYER AND PRAISE

M: In the peace of forgiveness, let us praise the Lord.
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PRAYER OF THE DAY

M: O Lord of grace and mercy, teach us by your Holy Spirit to follow the example of your Son
in true humility, that we may withstand the temptations of the devil and with pure hearts
and minds avoid ungodly pride; through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and
reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
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FIRST READING PROVERBS 25:6-7a
Solomon provides common sense about humility and pride.

®Do not exalt yourself in the king’s presence,
and do not claim a place among his great men;

"it is better for him to say to you, “Come up here,”
than for him to humiliate you before his nobles.

PSALM 112B

How blessed are you who fear the Lord, Your joy is found in his commands,
Your children shall be known abroad, Their fame shall spread across the lands;
Prosperity shall they receive, Their goodness last beyond their deeds,
God’s light eternal casts its beam On acts of generosity.

How blessed are you who fear the Lord, Your faith remains secure and strong;
When trouble threatens all around, Your steadfast heart to God belongs.
Against the foe, you find relief, You lavish gifts on those in need,

As wayward hearts observe your ways, But leave dismayed, with nothing gained.

SECOND READING JAMES 2:1-13
James teaches that showing favoritism treats others with judgment rather than mercy, putting us
at risk of receiving the same from God.

My brothers and sisters, believers in our glorious Lord Jesus Christ must not show
favoritism. 2Suppose a man comes into your meeting wearing a gold ring and fine clothes, and a
poor man in filthy old clothes also comes in. 3If you show special attention to the man wearing
fine clothes and say, “Here’s a good seat for you,” but say to the poor man, “You stand there” or
“Sit on the floor by my feet,” *have you not discriminated among yourselves and become judges
with evil thoughts?

SListen, my dear brothers and sisters: Has not God chosen those who are poor in the eyes
of the world to be rich in faith and to inherit the kingdom he promised those who love him? éBut
you have dishonored the poor. Is it not the rich who are exploiting you? Are they not the ones
who are dragging you into court? “Are they not the ones who are blaspheming the noble name of
him to whom you belong?

8If you really keep the royal law found in Scripture, “Love your neighbor as yourself,”
you are doing right. °But if you show favoritism, you sin and are convicted by the law as
lawbreakers. °For whoever keeps the whole law and yet stumbles at just one point is guilty of
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breaking all of it. *'For he who said, “You shall not commit adultery,” also said, “You shall not
murder.” If you do not commit adultery but do commit murder, you have become a lawbreaker.

125peak and act as those who are going to be judged by the law that gives
freedom, because judgment without mercy will be shown to anyone who has not been merciful.
Mercy triumphs over judgment.

VERSE OF THE DAY
M: Alleluia. For all those who exalt themselves will be humbled, and those who humble
themselves will be exalted. Alleluia.

GOSPEL LUKE 14:1, 7-14
Jesus teaches some ways to demonstrate humility and promises that those who humble themselves
will be exalted.

1One Sabbath, when Jesus went to eat in the house of a prominent Pharisee, he was being
carefully watched.

"When he noticed how the guests picked the places of honor at the table, he told them this
parable: 8“When someone invites you to a wedding feast, do not take the place of honor, for a
person more distinguished than you may have been invited. °If so, the host who invited both of
you will come and say to you, ‘Give this person your seat.” Then, humiliated, you will have to
take the least important place. 1°But when you are invited, take the lowest place, so that when
your host comes, he will say to you, ‘Friend, move up to a better place.” Then you will be
honored in the presence of all the other guests. **For all those who exalt themselves will be
humbled, and those who humble themselves will be exalted.”

12Then Jesus said to his host, “When you give a luncheon or dinner, do not invite your
friends, your brothers or sisters, your relatives, or your rich neighbors; if you do, they may invite
you back and so you will be repaid. **But when you give a banquet, invite the poor, the crippled,
the lame, the blind, **and you will be blessed. Although they cannot repay you, you will be repaid
at the resurrection of the righteous.”

M: This is the gospel of our Lord.
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C: Praise be to you, O Christ!
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SERMON
Christian Conduct in the World

APOSTLES’ CREED
I believe in God, the Father almighty,
maker of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried.
He descended into hell.
The third day he rose again from the dead.
He ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of God the Father almighty.
From there he will come to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy Christian Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.
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PRAYER OF THE CHURCH

O Lord God, we praise you for the glorious gospel of your grace. You sent your Son to
die for our sins and rise again on the third day that we through him might be saved. Grant that
we may ever repent of our sinfulness, turn to you for forgiveness, and be cleansed of all
iniquity. Give us true humility of spirit. And so that we be neither barren nor unfruitful in the
service of our Lord Jesus Christ, fill our hearts and kindle in them the fire of your love.

Bestow the Holy Spirit upon your Church, O Lord, that we may go forth into all the world
bearing your precious gospel and preaching Jesus Christ among all nations for the forgiveness
of sins and the hope of eternal life.

Pour out your blessings on our homes. Lead all parents to train up their children to know,
love and fear you, that all may live together in peace, kindness and understanding.

Hear the prayers of the afflicted, the sorrowful and those who mourn, the needy and the
homeless, the wounded and all in pain, the anxious and the despairing, and lead them by your
mercy out of all their adversities.

Special prayers of thanksgiving or intercession may be spoken here

These and all other things necessary for us, grant by the mercy and grace of Jesus Christ,
the bright Morning Star of our salvation. Amen.

LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen.
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Text:  Fred Pratt Green, 1903-2000, alt. © 1970 Hope Publishing Co., Carel Stream, IL 60188. All rights reserved.
Used by permission.
Tune: ARHYDY NOS {84 84 888 4) Welsh melody, 18th century.
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M: O Lord God, our heavenly Father, pour out the Holy Spirit on your faithful people. Keep
us strong in your grace and truth, protect and comfort us in all temptation, and bestow on
us your saving peace, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and
the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
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M: Brothers and sisters, go in peace.
Live in harmony with one another.
Serve the Lord with gladness.
The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look on you with favor and + give you peace.
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Text:  John Newton, 17251807, st. 1-2, alt.; Carroll T. Andrews, b. 1918, st. 3, alt.
St. 3 © 1971 by GIA Publications, Inc., Chicago, IL, www.giamusic.com. All rights reserved. Used by permission.
Tune: STUTTGART (87 87) Christian F. Witt, 1660-1716, alt.
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