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Welcome!
To all who have gathered here this morning we welcome you in the name of Christ our Lord.
Through him we have access to God in boldness and confidence. (Ephesians 3:12) Please join us
for coffee after the service. To allow for social distancing, please don’t linger in front of the kitchen
and bathroom.

Lutheran Worship
The Lutheran church is a liturgical church. Lutherans believe that the gospel is not only the good
news that Jesus has saved sinners, but also the power God uses to create and strengthen faith in
Jesus. Lutheran worship places the gospel in central focus in an order of service called the liturgy.
Through the sermon, Lord’s Supper, in specially selected Bible readings, and in carefully crafted
songs, prayers, and confessions, the liturgy points to Jesus as the Savior of all.

HARD TRUTH

“Jesus went through the towns and villages, teaching as he made his way to Jerusalem” (Luke
13:22). Jesus knows that when he gets to Jerusalem, he is going to die. If you expect Jesus to use these
final teaching opportunities to share happy thoughts, you don’t know him well. With a sense of extreme
urgency, Jesus shares truths we need to hear, even if we do not want to hear them. As Jesus teaches hard
truth, he challenges conventional wisdom. He reverses the normal and natural order of things. This
should not surprise us, considering this Teacher’s life and work are the opposite of what one would
expect. When the truth is hard to hear, the first temptation is to deny it. We cannot do that with Jesus’
teaching, for he never lies.

When the truth is hard to hear, the second temptation is to simply ignore it. To do that with Jesus is
to court eternal death. Thus, Jesus’ words contain an urgent warning: Listen! Take to heart what Jesus
says! For his Word, though it contains hard truth, gives eternal life.

THE FIRST WILL BE LAST; THE LAST WILL BE FIRST

When it comes to the difficult and uncomfortable topic of who goes to heaven and who goes to hell,
it is natural to want to avoid the issue. One way we do that is to direct our attention to theoretical
questions. “What is heaven like?”” “How old will we be there?” Today, someone asks Jesus, “Lord, are
only a few going to be saved?” Jesus brushes these questions aside. Instead, he answers the question we
should be asking. Rather than talking about how many will be saved, Jesus explains how to be among
the saved. What he teaches today through his Word is a hard truth. The doorway into heaven is narrow.
Scripture consistently teaches that those individuals who are certain they will be first through that door
are more likely to be last, if they make it through at all. Instead, the one who believes he is the last one
God should let into his kingdom and that his only chance of getting in is through the grace of Christ will
enter first.
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HYMN: O BLESS THE LORD, MY SOUL 623

Stand

M:

The grace of our Lord + Jesus Christ and the love of God and the fellowship of the Holy
Spirit be with you.

And also with you.

CONFESSION OF SINS
We have come into the presence of God, who created us to love and serve him as his dear
children. But we have disobeyed him and deserve only his wrath and punishment.
Therefore, let us confess our sins to him and plead for his mercy.
Merciful Father in heaven, | am altogether sinful from birth. In countless ways | have
sinned against you and do not deserve to be called your child. But trusting in Jesus,
my Savior, | pray: Have mercy on me according to your unfailing love. Cleanse me
from my sin, and take away my guilt.
God, our heavenly Father, has forgiven all your sins. By the perfect life and innocent death
of our Lord Jesus Christ, he has removed your guilt forever. You are his own dear child.
May God give you strength to live according to his will.

Amen.
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PRAYER AND PRAISE

M: In the peace of forgiveness, let us praise the Lord.
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PRAYER OF THE DAY

M:  Almighty and everlasting God, give us an increase of faith, hope, and love; and that we
may obtain what you promise, make us love what you command; through your Son, Jesus
Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and
forever.
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Be seated
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FIRST READING ISAIAH 66:18-24
The LORD teaches that not only will those who seemed far from his kingdom be among the first to
enter eternal glory, but some of those who seemed to be part of his kingdom will be shut out.

18<And 1, because of what they have planned and done, am about to come and gather the
people of all nations and languages, and they will come and see my glory.

19T will set a sign among them, and I will send some of those who survive to the
nations—to Tarshish, to the Libyans and Lydians (famous as archers), to Tubal and Greece, and
to the distant islands that have not heard of my fame or seen my glory. They will proclaim my
glory among the nations. And they will bring all your people, from all the nations, to my holy
mountain in Jerusalem as an offering to the Lord—on horses, in chariots and wagons, and on
mules and camels,” says the Lord. “They will bring them, as the Israelites bring their grain
offerings, to the temple of the Lord in ceremonially clean vessels. 22And | will select some of
them also to be priests and Levites,” says the Lord.

22¢As the new heavens and the new earth that I make will endure before me,” declares
the Lord, “so will your name and descendants endure. 2From one New Moon to another and from
one Sabbath to another, all mankind will come and bow down before me,” says the Lord. 2*“And
they will go out and look on the dead bodies of those who rebelled against me; the worms that eat
them will not die, the fire that burns them will not be quenched, and they will be loathsome to all
mankind.”

HYMN 621 PRAISE, MY SOUL, THE KING OF HEAVEN

SECOND READING HEBREWS 12:18-24
Being first in God'’s eyes has nothing to do with keeping the Law God gave to Moses and
everything to do with the gracious work of the mediator of the new covenant.

18You have not come to a mountain that can be touched and that is burning with fire; to
darkness, gloom and storm; *°to a trumpet blast or to such a voice speaking words that those who
heard it begged that no further word be spoken to them, °because they could not bear what was
commanded: “If even an animal touches the mountain, it must be stoned to death.” ?The sight
was so terrifying that Moses said, “I am trembling with fear.”

22But you have come to Mount Zion, to the city of the living God, the heavenly
Jerusalem. You have come to thousands upon thousands of angels in joyful assembly, 2*to the
church of the firstborn, whose names are written in heaven. You have come to God, the Judge of
all, to the spirits of the righteous made perfect, ?*to Jesus the mediator of a new covenant, and to
the sprinkled blood that speaks a better word than the blood of Abel.
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VERSE OF THE DAY

M: Alleluia. People will come from east and west and north and south, and will take their
places at the feast in the kingdom of God. Alleluia.
Stand

GOSPEL LUKE 13:22-30
Jesus teaches that the last will be first and the first will be last.

22Then Jesus went through the towns and villages, teaching as he made his way to
Jerusalem. 2Someone asked him, “Lord, are only a few people going to be saved?”

He said to them, ?*“Make every effort to enter through the narrow door, because many, |
tell you, will try to enter and will not be able to. 2°Once the owner of the house gets up and closes
the door, you will stand outside knocking and pleading, ‘Sir, open the door for us.’

“But he will answer, ‘I don’t know you or where you come from.’
%“Then you will say, ‘We ate and drank with you, and you taught in our streets.’

2I“But he will reply, ‘I don’t know you or where you come from. Away from me, all you
evildoers!’

2“There will be weeping there, and gnashing of teeth, when you see Abraham, Isaac and
Jacob and all the prophets in the kingdom of God, but you yourselves thrown out. 2 People will
come from east and west and north and south, and will take their places at the feast in the

kingdom of God. *Indeed there are those who are last who will be first, and first who will be
last.”

M: This is the gospel of our Lord.
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C: Praise be to you, O Christ!

HYMN OF THE DAY: SEEK WHERE YOU MAY TO FIND A WAY 698

SERMON HEBREWS 12:18-24
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APOSTLES’ CREED
I believe in God, the Father almighty,
maker of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried.
He descended into hell.
The third day he rose again from the dead.
He ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of God the Father almighty.
From there he will come to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy Christian Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH

LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen.
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HYMN: GLORY BE TO JESUS 402

Stand

M: O Lord God, our heavenly Father, pour out the Holy Spirit on your faithful people. Keep
us strong in your grace and truth, protect and comfort us in all temptation, and bestow on
us your saving peace, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and
the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
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M: Brothers and sisters, go in peace.
Live in harmony with one another.
Serve the Lord with gladness.
The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look on you with favor and + give you peace.
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| HYMN: MAY THE GRACE OF CHRIST OUR SAVIOR 928
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