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Welcome!
To all who have gathered here this morning we welcome you in the name of Christ our Lord.
Through him we have access to God in boldness and confidence. (Ephesians 3:12) Join us after
the service for coffee. To allow for social distancing, please don’t linger in front of the kitchen
and bathroom.

HOLY COMMUNION
Our worship service is open to all. The forgiveness received in the Lord’s Supper is
proclaimed to all throughout the service. However, the Bible teaches that the Lord's
Supper is to be received by those who have been instructed about its meaning and the
unity it expresses.

For this reason, we ask that guests speak with the Pastor

before partaking of the Holy Supper.
So that you can be sure that unity of faith and teaching exists we invite you to

participate in a Bible Information Course. This class will prepare you to receive the
Lord's Supper with us. Please contact Pastor about class times.

WE WANT PEACE, BUT GOD’S WORD DIVIDES
We often divide humanity into groupings that are not really significant: this ethnic group versus
that one, men versus women, wealthy versus the poor. Yet, every ethnic group is under God’s
law. That law convicts both men and women of sin. Because of sin, the wealthy and the poor will
both die. Only through faith in Christ is sin forgiven and the sting of death removed. God’s Word
creates that saving faith, but not in everyone who hears it. Fallen man retains the awful power to
resist the working of the Spirit inside him... to reject the gift of faith. Therefore, God’s Word
produces the only people grouping that ultimately matters: believers and unbelievers. We want to
overcome division and live in peace with other people. Here is a hard truth: total peace is
impossible for the believer to achieve. Those who embrace the gospel in faith will inevitably face
hostility and opposition. Following Jesus will come at a price. Yet he promises us our
perseverance will be rewarded.
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HYMN: CLING TIGHTLY TO THE WORD OF GOD 707

The service continues with The Service: Setting One on page 154 of the hymnal.

FIRST READING JEREMIAH 23:23-29
The Word of the LORD divides what is true from what is false.

2“Am I only a God nearby,” declares the Lord, “and not a God far away?
2Who can hide in secret places so that I cannot see them?” declares the Lord.
“Do not I fill heaven and earth?” declares the Lord.

2“I have heard what the prophets say who prophesy lies in my name. They say, ‘I had a
dream! I had a dream!” ?®How long will this continue in the hearts of these lying prophets, who
prophesy the delusions of their own minds? 2’ They think the dreams they tell one another will make
my people forget my name, just as their ancestors forgot my name through Baal worship. 26Let the
prophet who has a dream recount the dream, but let the one who has my word speak it faithfully.
For what has straw to do with grain?” declares the Lord. 2“Is not my word like fire,” declares
the Lord, “and like a hammer that breaks a rock in pieces?

PSALM 4C O GOD, BE GRACIOUS

SECOND READING HEBREWS 12:1-13
The Hebrews who converted to Christianity faced great opposition. They were often divided from
their friends, separated from their livelihood. How would they persevere? By fixing their eyes on
Jesus.

Therefore, since we are surrounded by such a great cloud of witnesses, let us throw off
everything that hinders and the sin that so easily entangles. And let us run with perseverance the
race marked out for us, 2fixing our eyes on Jesus, the pioneer and perfecter of faith. For the joy
set before him he endured the cross, scorning its shame, and sat down at the right hand of the
throne of God. 3Consider him who endured such opposition from sinners, so that you will not
grow weary and lose heart.

*In your struggle against sin, you have not yet resisted to the point of shedding your
blood. >And have you completely forgotten this word of encouragement that addresses you as a
father addresses his son? It says,

“My son, do not make light of the Lord’s discipline,

and do not lose heart when he rebukes you,
®hecause the Lord disciplines the one he loves,

and he chastens everyone he accepts as his son.”

"Endure hardship as discipline; God is treating you as his children. For what children are
not disciplined by their father? 8If you are not disciplined—and everyone undergoes discipline—
August 14, 2022 Page 3



then you are not legitimate, not true sons and daughters at all. "Moreover, we have all had human
fathers who disciplined us and we respected them for it. How much more should we submit to the
Father of spirits and live! °They disciplined us for a little while as they thought best; but God
disciplines us for our good, in order that we may share in his holiness. !No discipline seems
pleasant at the time, but painful. Later on, however, it produces a harvest of righteousness and
peace for those who have been trained by it.

12Therefore, strengthen your feeble arms and weak knees. ***Make level paths for your
feet,” so that the lame may not be disabled, but rather healed.

GOSPEL READING LUKE 12:49-53
Jesus was fully aware that his work would cause division that would often cut close to home.

49T have come to bring fire on the earth, and how I wish it were already kindled! *°But |
have a baptism to undergo, and what constraint | am under until it is completed! >!Do you think |
came to bring peace on earth? No, | tell you, but division. ®2From now on there will be five in one
family divided against each other, three against two and two against three. *They will be divided,
father against son and son against father, mother against daughter and daughter against mother,
mother-in-law against daughter-in-law and daughter-in-law against mother-in-law.”

HYMN: O HOLY SPIRIT, ENTER IN 590

SERMON on Hebrews 12:1-13
Let Us Grow in Faith Through God’s Discipline

The service continues on page 162.

| DISTRIBUTION HYMN: JESUS COMES TODAY WITH HEALING 668

| HYMN: LORD, NOW YOU LET YOUR SERVANT 951

The service continues on page 170.

| HYMN: | LOOK NOT BACK 815

August 14, 2022 Page 4



