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Welcome!
To all who have gathered here this morning we welcome you in the name of Christ our Lord.
Through him we have access to God in boldness and confidence. (Ephesians 3:12) Join us after
service for coffee. To allow for social distancing, please don’t linger in front of the kitchen and
bathroom.

HOLY COMMUNION
Our worship service is open to all. The forgiveness received in the Lord’s Supper is
proclaimed to all throughout the service. However, the Bible teaches that the Lord's
Supper is to be received by those who have been instructed about its meaning and the
unity it expresses.

For this reason, we ask that guests speak with the Pastor

before partaking of the Holy Supper.
So that you can be sure that unity of faith and teaching exists we invite you to

participate in a Bible Information Course. This class will prepare you to receive the
Lord's Supper with us. Please contact Pastor about class times.

GOD'S WORDS POSSESS GOD'S POWER
“Let there be light,” God said (Genesis 1:3). God was not speaking a wistful wish into the darkness. He was
declaring what would now be. “God said, ‘Let there be light,” and there was light.” God speaks and reality
results. When we speak words, they are often meaningless. But everything God says is meaningful. God
speaks with absolute knowledge. God never lies. And God’s words possess God’s awesome power. Thus, it
is God’s words that determine our reality, establish our faith, transform our hearts and minds, and direct our
lives along meaningful paths. We gather each week to let the Holy Spirit do the work Jesus promised he
would do in the way Jesus promised he would do it—through his Word.

THROUGH THE WORD, CHRIST CREATES COMMITTED FOLLOWERS
There’s the type of fan who follows his team if they make the playoffs. Then there’s the type of fan who,
regardless of his team’s record, watches every game and knows the stats for every player. There are
different types of followers: the half-hearted versus the committed. Jesus is uninterested in half-hearted
followers who shoehorn him into their lives only when their other pursuits provide time for the Christ.
Jesus wants followers who are all-in...who love him above all things...who would be willing to leave
everything else behind if that were what it would take to be with him. We simply do not have it in us to
produce that level of commitment. But Jesus’ words have Jesus’ power. In his gospel Jesus explains how
he went all in for our salvation. He tells us he left the comforts of heaven behind to come rescue us. And
through those words Christ creates within us the very commitment that he seeks.
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HYMN: O LORD, OUR GOD, YOUR GRACIOUS HAND 909

The service continues with The Service: Setting One on page 154 of the hymnal.

FIRST READING 1 KINGS 19:19-21
1950 Elijah went from there and found Elisha son of Shaphat. He was plowing with twelve yoke
of oxen, and he himself was driving the twelfth pair. Elijah went up to him and threw his cloak
around him. ?°Elisha then left his oxen and ran after Elijah. “Let me kiss my father and mother
goodbye,” he said, “and then I will come with you.”

“Go back,” Elijah replied. “What have I done to you?”

2150 Elisha left him and went back. He took his yoke of oxen and slaughtered them. He
burned the plowing equipment to cook the meat and gave it to the people, and they ate. Then he
set out to follow Elijah and became his servant.

PSALM OF THE DAY PSALM 62

The might-y Lord is with us; the God of Ja-cob isour for-tress.

My soul finds rest in God alone; my salvation comes from him.
He alone is my rock and my salvation; he is my fortress, | will never be shaken.
Find rest, O my soul, in God alone; my hope comes from him.

REFRAIN

Though your riches increase, do not set your heart on them.

My salvation and my honor depend on God; he is my mighty rock, my refuge.

Trust in him at all times, O people; pour out your hearts to him, for God is our refuge.
Glory be to the Father and to the Son And to the Holy Spirit,

As it was in the beginning, Is now, and will be forever. Amen.

REFRAIN

SECOND READING 2 CORINTHIANS 11:21b-30

Whatever anyone else dares to boast about—I am speaking as a fool—I also dare to boast
about. ?Are they Hebrews? So am 1. Are they Israelites? So am I. Are they Abraham’s
descendants? So am I. ZAre they servants of Christ? (I am out of my mind to talk like this.) I am
more. | have worked much harder, been in prison more frequently, been flogged more severely,
and been exposed to death again and again. 2*Five times | received from the Jews the forty lashes
minus one. ®Three times | was beaten with rods, once | was pelted with stones, three times | was
shipwrecked, I spent a night and a day in the open sea, 2° have been constantly on the move. |
have been in danger from rivers, in danger from bandits, in danger from my fellow Jews, in
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danger from Gentiles; in danger in the city, in danger in the country, in danger at sea; and in
danger from false believers. ?’I have labored and toiled and have often gone without sleep; I have
known hunger and thirst and have often gone without food; I have been cold and naked. Besides
everything else, | face daily the pressure of my concern for all the churches. 2Who is weak, and |
do not feel weak? Who is led into sin, and I do not inwardly burn?

0If I must boast, | will boast of the things that show my weakness.

GOSPEL READING LUKE 9:51-62
*1As the time approached for him to be taken up to heaven, Jesus resolutely set out for

Jerusalem. *2And he sent messengers on ahead, who went into a Samaritan village to get things
ready for him; 53but the people there did not welcome him, because he was heading for

Jerusalem. **When the disciples James and John saw this, they asked, “Lord, do you want us to
call fire down from heaven to destroy them?” %°But Jesus turned and rebuked them. %Then he and
his disciples went to another village.

5"As they were walking along the road, a man said to him, “I will follow you wherever
you go.”  8Jesus replied, “Foxes have dens and birds have nests, but the Son of Man has no
place to lay his head.”

%He said to another man, “Follow me.” But he replied, “Lord, first let me go and bury
my father.” %Jesus said to him, “Let the dead bury their own dead, but you go and proclaim the
kingdom of God.”

®1Still another said, “I will follow you, Lord; but first let me go back and say goodbye to
my family.” ®2Jesus replied, “No one who puts a hand to the plow and looks back is fit for
service in the kingdom of God.”

HYMN: TAKE MY LIFE AND LET IT BE 695

SERMON on 2 Corinthians 11:21b-30

The service continues on page 162.

| DISTRIBUTION HYMN: THE DEATH OF JESUS CHRIST, OUR LORD 677

| HYMN: LORD, NOW YOU LET YOUR SERVANT 951

The service continues on page 170.

| HYMN: I WALK IN DANGER ALL THE WAY 836
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