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Welcome!
To all who have gathered here this morning we welcome you in the name of Christ our Lord.
Through him we have access to God in boldness and confidence. (Ephesians 3:12) Please join us
for coffee after the service. To allow for social distancing, please don’t linger in front of the kitchen
and bathroom.

Lutheran Worship
The Lutheran church is a liturgical church. Lutherans believe that the gospel is not only the good
news that Jesus has saved sinners, but also the power God uses to create and strengthen faith in
Jesus. Lutheran worship places the gospel in central focus in an order of service called the liturgy.
Through the sermon, Lord’s Supper, in specially selected Bible readings, and in carefully crafted
songs, prayers, and confessions, the liturgy points to Jesus as the Savior of all.

GOD'S WORDS POSSESS GOD'S POWER
“Let there be light,” God said (Genesis 1:3). God was not speaking a wistful wish into the darkness. He was
declaring what would now be. “God said, ‘Let there be light,” and there was light.” God speaks and reality
results. When we speak words, they are often meaningless. Sometimes, one’s words are meaningless
because they are spoken without true knowledge. Other times, one’s words are meaningless because they
were spoken insincerely. Still other times, one might make a sincere promise, but he lacks the ability to do
what he said, making his promise meaningless. Words are often meaningless. But everything God says is
meaningful. God speaks with absolute knowledge. God never lies. And God’s words possess God’s
awesome power. It is God’s words that determine our reality. It is God’s words that establish our faith,
transform our hearts and minds, and direct our lives along meaningful paths. During the first half of the
Church Year, we focused on the life of Christ. As we begin the second half of the Church Year, we turn our
attention to the teachings of Christ...to the Son of God’s words. We gather each week to let the Holy Spirit
do the work Jesus promised he would do in the way Jesus promised he would do it—through his Word.

THROUGH THE WORD, THE LORD CRUSHES EVIL
God’s words are so powerful! With only his words, Jesus cured illness and raised the dead. With his words,
Jesus created the faith that receives his forgiveness. So we should not be surprised this week when we see
that Jesus’ words also have the power to push back the spiritual forces of evil that are in the world. Jesus’
words expose idols as worthless and following idols as self-destructive evil. Jesus” words are SO
compelling, even demons must obey them. It is not surprising that God’s words crush evil. It is a surprise,
however, to see that Jesus’ words have Jesus’ power even when they are not coming from Jesus’ mouth.
Jesus puts his words on our lips. He makes us his witnesses. And as we carry out that awesome role, Jesus
continues to drive back Satan and his allies, just as he did when he walked the earth. When the gospel
comes out of the mouths of sinners like us, Jesus “sends the power of evil reeling”" (Hymn of the Day).
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HYMN: BY GRACE I’'M SAVED 575

Stand

M:

The grace of our Lord + Jesus Christ and the love of God and the fellowship of the Holy
Spirit be with you.

And also with you.

CONFESSION OF SINS
We have come into the presence of God, who created us to love and serve him as his dear
children. But we have disobeyed him and deserve only his wrath and punishment.
Therefore, let us confess our sins to him and plead for his mercy.
Merciful Father in heaven, | am altogether sinful from birth. In countless ways | have
sinned against you and do not deserve to be called your child. But trusting in Jesus,
my Savior, | pray: Have mercy on me according to your unfailing love. Cleanse me
from my sin, and take away my guilt.
God, our heavenly Father, has forgiven all your sins. By the perfect life and innocent death
of our Lord Jesus Christ, he has removed your guilt forever. You are his own dear child.
May God give you strength to live according to his will.

Amen.
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PRAYER AND PRAISE

M: In the peace of forgiveness, let us praise the Lord.
fb . ‘ . ‘ ~
[ ] ﬁ‘u I &S T I | I - | T I | —
\\.)\J & 3 - [ & } 1 | [ [ } 1 j
C: Oh, taste and see that the Lord is good. Bless - ed are
n 4 —
[ #i JE— [ M| f ! 1]

——, |

they who take ref - uge in him. Your Word, O Lord, is e-

— ﬁu [ T — " P— - - [— —
| | | N - -
| I_) I = ] | I | | | |
LK — ! I — '—J_d_.p
ter - nal; it stands firm in the heav -
[l ‘ — .
[ J fru I | I | I-"’I l — J ‘-—-_I }
W. : . 7 o
| pe—
ens. Your faith - ful - ness con - tinm - wuwes for -
A “ A 1 1
[ J y-u F\‘\ | ' | - | ]
\\;)U | 'I I ;| I | | | I I ]
ev - eL Oh, taste and see that the Lord is good.
[l ) . p—
[ ?IJ. | [ T——— J— | i |
ot~
| » L - L g

Bless - ed are they who take ref - uge im  him.

PRAYER OF THE DAY

M: Lord God, heavenly Father, you sent your Son, our Lord Jesus Christ, into this world to
destroy the works of the devil and protect us poor people against such an evil foe. Uphold
us in all affliction by your Holy Spirit so that we may have peace from such enemies and
remain forever blessed; through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with

you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
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Be seated
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FIRST READING ISAIAH 43:8-13
8_ead out those who have eyes but are blind, who have ears but are deaf. °All the nations
gather together and the peoples assemble. Which of their gods foretold this and proclaimed to us
the former things? Let them bring in their witnesses to prove they were right, so that others may
hear and say, “It is true.”
1€y ou are my witnesses,” declares the LORD, “and my servant whom I have chosen,
so that you may know and believe me and understand that | am he. Before me no god was
formed, nor will there be one after me. 1, even I, am the LORD, and apart from me there is no
savior. *2I have revealed and saved and proclaimed—I, and not some foreign god among you.
You are my witnesses,” declares the LORD, “that I am God. *Yes, and from ancient days
I am he. No one can deliver out of my hand. When | act, who can reverse it?”

PSALM OF THE DAY PSALM 66
Refrain
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At the works of your hands, O Lord, I lift up my voice in song; I sing for joy.
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Shout with joy to God, all the earth!

Sing the glory of his name; make his praise glorious!
Praise our God, O peoples,

let the sound of his praise be heard,;
he has preserved our lives

and kept our feet from slipping.

Refrain

Come and listen, all you who fear God;

let me tell you what he has done for me.
If I had cherished sin in my heart,

the Lord would not have listened,;
but God has surely listened

and heard my voice in prayer.

Glory be to the Father and to the Son
And to the Holy Spirit,

As it was in the beginning,
Is now, and will be forever. Amen.

Refrain
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SECOND LESSON 2 TIMOTHY 1:3-10

3| thank God, whom | serve, as my ancestors did, with a clear conscience, as night and
day I constantly remember you in my prayers. “Recalling your tears, | long to see you, so that |
may be filled with joy. °I am reminded of your sincere faith, which first lived in your
grandmother Lois and in your mother Eunice and, | am persuaded, now lives in you also.

®For this reason | remind you to fan into flame the gift of God, which is in you through
the laying on of my hands. “For the Spirit God gave us does not make us timid, but gives us
power, love and self-discipline. 8So do not be ashamed of the testimony about our Lord or of me
his prisoner. Rather, join with me in suffering for the gospel, by the power of God. °He has saved
us and called us to a holy life—not because of anything we have done but because of his own
purpose and grace. This grace was given us in Christ Jesus before the beginning of time, %but it
has now been revealed through the appearing of our Savior, Christ Jesus, who has destroyed
death and has brought life and immortality to light through the gospel.

VERSE OF THE DAY

M: Alleluia. We have seen and testify that the Father has sent his Son to be the Savior of the
world. Alleluia.

Stand

GOSPEL LUKE 8:26-39
#They sailed to the region of the Gerasenes, which is across the lake from Galilee. 2’When Jesus
stepped ashore, he was met by a demon-possessed man from the town. For a long time this man
had not worn clothes or lived in a house, but had lived in the tombs. 22When he saw Jesus, he
cried out and fell at his feet, shouting at the top of his voice, “What do you want with me, Jesus,
Son of the Most High God? I beg you, don’t torture me!” 2°For Jesus had commanded the impure
spirit to come out of the man. Many times it had seized him, and though he was chained hand and
foot and kept under guard, he had broken his chains and had been driven by the demon into
solitary places.

%Jesus asked him, “What is your name?”

“Legion,” he replied, because many demons had gone into him. 3!And they begged Jesus
repeatedly not to order them to go into the Abyss.

32/ large herd of pigs was feeding there on the hillside. The demons begged Jesus to let
them go into the pigs, and he gave them permission. 3When the demons came out of the man,
they went into the pigs, and the herd rushed down the steep bank into the lake and was drowned.

¥\When those tending the pigs saw what had happened, they ran off and reported this in
the town and countryside, ®*and the people went out to see what had happened. When they came
to Jesus, they found the man from whom the demons had gone out, sitting at Jesus’ feet, dressed
and in his right mind; and they were afraid. **Those who had seen it told the people how the
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demon-possessed man had been cured. **Then all the people of the region of the Gerasenes asked
Jesus to leave them, because they were overcome with fear. So he got into the boat and left.

%The man from whom the demons had gone out begged to go with him, but Jesus sent
him away, saying, *“Return home and tell how much God has done for you.” So the man went
away and told all over town how much Jesus had done for him.

M: This is the gospel of our Lord.
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C: Praise be to you, O Christ!

HYMN OF THE DAY: RISE, SHINE, YOU PEOPLE 744

SERMON 2 TIMOTHY 1:3-10
Fan the Flame of Your Gift

APOSTLES’ CREED
I believe in God, the Father almighty,
maker of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried.
He descended into hell.
The third day he rose again from the dead.
He ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of God the Father almighty.
From there he will come to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy Christian Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.
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PRAYER OF THE CHURCH

LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen.

HYMN: FOR ALL THE FAITHFUL WOMEN (wv. 1, 13, 3, 4) 893

Stand

M: O Lord God, our heavenly Father, pour out the Holy Spirit on your faithful people. Keep
us strong in your grace and truth, protect and comfort us in all temptation, and bestow on
us your saving peace, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and
the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
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M: Brothers and sisters, go in peace. Live in harmony with one another. Serve the Lord with
gladness. The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord make his face shine on you and be
gracious to you. The Lord look on you with favor and + give you peace.
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HYMN: AMAZING GRACE 576
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