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Welcome!
To all who have gathered here this morning we welcome you in the name of Christ our Lord.
Through him we have access to God in boldness and confidence. (Ephesians 3:12) Please join us
for coffee after the service. To allow for social distancing, please don’t linger in front of the kitchen
and bathroom.

Lutheran Worship
The Lutheran church is a liturgical church. Lutherans believe that the gospel is not only the good
news that Jesus has saved sinners, but also the power God uses to create and strengthen faith in
Jesus. Lutheran worship places the gospel in central focus in an order of service called the liturgy.
Through the sermon, Lord’s Supper, in specially selected Bible readings, and in carefully crafted
songs, prayers, and confessions, the liturgy points to Jesus as the Savior of all.

VICTORIOUS
To the world he seemed like a defeated man: opposed and killed by his enemies, his followers scattered in
fear. Yet three days after Jesus' death he rose victorious from the dead. Nothing would ever be the same.
The rest of eternity is now a victory march for the risen Christ. During Easter, we should not think of
ourselves as passive observers in Christ's victory. We are more than fans cheering for our favorite athlete!
Rather, we are active participants in Christ's triumph. Just as his death was our death, so also his life is our
life. Buried with Christ in baptism, our life is now hidden with him on high. The victory is ours, now and
forever. Easter is more than a day. It is an entire joyful season. The six solemn weeks of Lent are eclipsed
by seven weeks of unbridled joy. These seven weeks correspond to the period of fifty days on the Jewish
calendar between Passover and Pentecost. The Church reserves its highest praise for the Easter season. We
do not merely watch from the sidelines as Christ marches in victory over sin, death, Satan, and hell. We
join in the festal procession!

UNITY MARCHES VICTORIOUS IN DIVERSITY
When Jesus' followers gathered together, they comprised a group that was not very diverse. They all
belonged to the same ethnic group, grew up in the same culture, and spoke the same language. That would
change drastically on Pentecost, when the gospel would be proclaimed in many languages to people from
"every nation under heaven" (Acts 1:5). This diversity has always been part of Christ's plan. Rather than
eliminating differences among the Church's members, the Church's unity is built on truths that transcends
those differences. The Church truly is a communion of saints. Differences in our world often lead to
division. Therefore, when the world sees the unity in diversity that characterizes Christ's Church, it will
recognize something unique and special about Christians.
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HYMN: DRAW US TO THEE 700

Stand

M:

The grace of our Lord + Jesus Christ and the love of God and the fellowship of the Holy
Spirit be with you.

And also with you.

CONFESSION OF SINS
We have come into the presence of God, who created us to love and serve him as his dear
children. But we have disobeyed him and deserve only his wrath and punishment.
Therefore, let us confess our sins to him and plead for his mercy.
Merciful Father in heaven, I am altogether sinful from birth. In countless ways | have
sinned against you and do not deserve to be called your child. But trusting in Jesus,
my Savior, | pray: Have mercy on me according to your unfailing love. Cleanse me
from my sin, and take away my guilt.
God, our heavenly Father, has forgiven all your sins. By the perfect life and innocent death
of our Lord Jesus Christ, he has removed your guilt forever. You are his own dear child.
May God give you strength to live according to his will.

Amen.
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PRAYER AND PRAISE

M: In the peace of forgiveness, let us praise the Lord.

\HYMN: ALLELUIA, ALLELUIA!I HEARTS TO HEAVEN 460 |
1 Alleluia, alleluia! Hearts to heav'n and voices raise;
sing to God a hymn of gladness, sing to God a hymn of praise:
he who on the cross a victim for the world's salvation bled—
Jesus Christ, the King of Glory, now is risen from the dead.

2 Alleluia, Christ is risen! Death at last has met defeat:

see the ancient pow'rs of evil in confusion and retreat;

once he died, and once was buried: now he lives forevermore,
Jesus Christ, the world's Redeemer, whom we worship and adore.

3 Alleluia, alleluia! Glory be to God on high:
alleluia to the Savior who has gained the victory;
alleluia to the Spirit, fount of love and sanctity!
Alleluia, alleluia to the triune Majesty!

PRAYER OF THE DAY

M: Almighty God, your Son our Savior was taken up in glory and intercedes for us at your
right hand. Through your living and abiding Word, give us hearts to know him and faith
to follow where he has gone; who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God,
now and forever.
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C: A - men.
Be seated
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FIRST READING ACTS 16:6-10

Paul and his companions traveled throughout the region of Phrygia and Galatia, having been
kept by the Holy Spirit from preaching the word in the province of Asia. " When they came to the
border of Mysia, they tried to enter Bithynia, but the Spirit of Jesus would not allow them to. So
they passed by Mysia and went down to Troas. ° During the night Paul had a vision of a man of
Macedonia standing and begging him, “Come over to Macedonia and help us.” *° After Paul had
seen the vision, we got ready at once to leave for Macedonia, concluding that God had called us
to preach the gospel to them.
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PSALM OF THE DAY Psalm 133-134
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Hap-py the peo-ple the Lord has cho-sen to be his own.

How good and pleasant it is
when brothers live together in unity!

For there the Lord bestows his blessing,
even life forevermore.

REFRAIN

Praise the Lord, all you servants of the Lord
who minister in the house of the Lord.

Lift up your hands in the sanctuary
and praise the Lord.

May the Lord, the Maker of heaven and earth,
bless you from Zion.

Glory be to the Father and to the Son
And to the Holy Spirit,

As it was in the beginning,
Is now, and will be forever. Amen.

REFRAIN
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SECOND LESSON Revelation 22:12-17, 20
“Look, I am coming soon! My reward is with me, and | will give to each person according to
what they have done. 3| am the Alpha and the Omega, the First and the Last, the Beginning and
the End.
14«Blessed are those who wash their robes, that they may have the right to the tree of life and
may go through the gates into the city. ** Outside are the dogs, those who practice magic arts, the
sexually immoral, the murderers, the idolaters and everyone who loves and practices falsehood.
16<], Jesus, have sent my angel to give youl this testimony for the churches. | am the
Root and the Offspring of David, and the bright Morning Star.”
1" The Spirit and the bride say, “Come!” And let the one who hears say, “Come!” Let the one
who is thirsty come; and let the one who wishes take the free gift of the water of life.

20 He who testifies to these things says, “Yes, I am coming soon.”
Amen. Come, Lord Jesus.

VERSE OF THE DAY

M: I will not leave you as orphans; | will come to you. (John 14:18)
Stand
GOSPEL JOHN 17:20-26

“My prayer is not for them alone. | pray also for those who will believe in me through their
message, 2 that all of them may be one, Father, just as you are in me and | am in you. May they
also be in us so that the world may believe that you have sent me. 22| have given them the glory
that you gave me, that they may be one as we are one— 21 in them and you in me—so that they
may be brought to complete unity. Then the world will know that you sent me and have loved
them even as you have loved me.

24 “Father, | want those you have given me to be with me where | am, and to see my glory, the
glory you have given me because you loved me before the creation of the world.

% “Righteous Father, though the world does not know you, | know you, and they know that
you have sent me. 2° | have made you® known to them, and will continue to make you known in
order that the love you have for me may be in them and that I myself may be in them.”

M: This is the gospel of our Lord.
A4 .
/i

y y
[ I | I I I I | il |

& i |

——

C: Praise be to you, O Christ!
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https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Revelation+22%3A12-20&version=NIV#fen-NIV-31097a
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John+17%3A20-26&version=NIV#fen-NIV-26786a

HYMN OF THE DAY: JESUS CHRIST, MY SURE DEFENSE

446

SERMON
Christ’s Loving Prayer for His Own

APOSTLES’ CREED
I believe in God, the Father almighty,
maker of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried.
He descended into hell.
The third day he rose again from the dead.
He ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of God the Father almighty.
From there he will come to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy Christian Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH

LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.

JOHN 17:20-26

For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen.
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HYMN: MAY WE YOUR PRECEPTS, LORD, FULFILL 697

Stand

M: O Lord God, our heavenly Father, pour out the Holy Spirit on your faithful people. Keep
us strong in your grace and truth, protect and comfort us in all temptation, and bestow on
us your saving peace, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and
the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
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BLESSING
M: Brothers and sisters, go in peace. Live in harmony with one another. Serve the Lord with

gladness. The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord make his face shine on you and be
gracious to you. The Lord look on you with favor and + give you peace.

HYMN: WHERE CHARITY AND LOVE PREVAIL 727
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