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At Abiding Word 

We gather around the Word (worship) 

We grow in the Word (education) 

And we share the Word with the world (outreach). 
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Welcome! 

To all who have gathered here this morning we welcome you in the name of Christ our Lord.  

Through him we have access to God in boldness and confidence. (Ephesians 3:12) Please join us 

for coffee after the service.  To allow for social distancing, please don’t linger in front of the kitchen 

and bathroom. 
 

Lutheran Worship 

The Lutheran church is a liturgical church.  Lutherans believe that the gospel is not only the good 

news that Jesus has saved sinners, but also the power God uses to create and strengthen faith in 

Jesus.  Lutheran worship places the gospel in central focus in an order of service called the liturgy.  

Through the sermon, Lord’s Supper, in specially selected Bible readings, and in carefully crafted 

songs, prayers, and confessions, the liturgy points to Jesus as the Savior of all. 

 
SERIES THEME VICTORIOUS  

 To the world he seemed like a defeated man: opposed and killed by his enemies, his followers scattered in 

fear. Yet three days after Jesus' death he rose victorious from the dead. Nothing would ever be the same. 

The rest of eternity is now a victory march for the risen Christ. During Easter, we should not think of 

ourselves as passive observers in Christ's victory. We are more than fans cheering for our favorite athlete! 

Rather, we are active participants in Christ's triumph. Just as his death was our death, so also his life is our 

life. Buried with Christ in baptism, our life is now hidden with him on high. The victory is ours, now and 

forever.  Easter is more than a day. It is an entire joyful season. The six solemn weeks of Lent are eclipsed 

by seven weeks of unbridled joy. These seven weeks correspond to the period of fifty days on the Jewish 

calendar between Passover and Pentecost. The Church reserves its highest praise for the Easter season. We 

do not merely watch from the sidelines as Christ marches in victory over sin, death, Satan, and hell. We 

join in the festal procession!  
 

THEME OF THE DAYSIGHT MARCHES VICTORIOUS OVER BLINDNESS  

A recent survey asked Americans which of the five senses they would least like to lose. 77% chose sight. 

Navigating life blind poses a plethora of challenges that the sighted do not face. This is why Scripture often 

uses the concept of blindness as a metaphor for how hard it is to navigate life without a correct 

understanding of Christ. Spiritual blindness can take many different forms. In some cases, it is hostile 

opposition to the message of Jesus. In others, spiritual blindness might be demonstrated in confusion about 

Jesus' true identity. No matter the specific form spiritual blindness takes, Easter has the power to replace it 

with sight. Easter allows us to see where we sinners stand with a holy God. It enables us to see the path 

through life that is worth pursuing (as opposed to those that lead to a dead end). Spiritual sight gives us the 

ability to see who holds our future in his hands and who is worth our eternal worship.  
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HYMN: ALL HAIL THE POWER OF JESUS’ NAME 512 

 

Stand 

 

M: The grace of our Lord + Jesus Christ and the love of God and the fellowship of the Holy 

Spirit be with you. 

 

C: And also with you. 

 

CONFESSION OF SINS 

 

M: We have come into the presence of God, who created us to love and serve him as his dear 

children. But we have disobeyed him and deserve only his wrath and punishment. 

Therefore, let us confess our sins to him and plead for his mercy. 

 

C: Merciful Father in heaven, I am altogether sinful from birth. In countless ways I have 

sinned against you and do not deserve to be called your child. But trusting in Jesus, 

my Savior, I pray: Have mercy on me according to your unfailing love. Cleanse me 

from my sin, and take away my guilt. 

 

M: God, our heavenly Father, has forgiven all your sins. By the perfect life and innocent death 

of our Lord Jesus Christ, he has removed your guilt forever. You are his own dear child. 

May God give you strength to live according to his will. 

 

C: Amen. 
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PRAYER AND PRAISE 
 

M:  In the peace of forgiveness, let us praise the Lord. 
 

 

HYMN: ALLELUIA, ALLELUIA! HEARTS TO HEAVEN   460      

1 Alleluia, alleluia! Hearts to heav'n and voices raise; 

sing to God a hymn of gladness, sing to God a hymn of praise: 

he who on the cross a victim for the world's salvation bled— 

Jesus Christ, the King of Glory, now is risen from the dead. 

2 Alleluia, Christ is risen! Death at last has met defeat: 

see the ancient pow'rs of evil in confusion and retreat; 

once he died, and once was buried: now he lives forevermore, 

Jesus Christ, the world's Redeemer, whom we worship and adore. 

3 Alleluia, alleluia! Glory be to God on high: 

alleluia to the Savior who has gained the victory; 

alleluia to the Spirit, fount of love and sanctity! 

Alleluia, alleluia to the triune Majesty! 

 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

M: O God, by the humiliation of your Son you lifted up this fallen world from the despair of 

death. By his resurrection to life, grant your faithful people gladness of heart and the hope 

of eternal joys; through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and 

the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  
 

 

 

 

 

 

Be seated 
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FIRST READING  ACTS 9:1-22 

Meanwhile, Saul was still breathing out murderous threats against the Lord’s disciples. He 

went to the high priest 2 and asked him for letters to the synagogues in Damascus, so that if he 

found any there who belonged to the Way, whether men or women, he might take them as 

prisoners to Jerusalem. 3 As he neared Damascus on his journey, suddenly a light from heaven 

flashed around him. 4 He fell to the ground and heard a voice say to him, “Saul, Saul, why do you 

persecute me?” 
5 “Who are you, Lord?” Saul asked. 

“I am Jesus, whom you are persecuting,” he replied. 6 “Now get up and go into the city, and 

you will be told what you must do.” 
7 The men traveling with Saul stood there speechless; they heard the sound but did not see 

anyone. 8 Saul got up from the ground, but when he opened his eyes he could see nothing. So they 

led him by the hand into Damascus. 9 For three days he was blind, and did not eat or drink 

anything. 
10 In Damascus there was a disciple named Ananias. The Lord called to him in a 

vision, “Ananias!”  “Yes, Lord,” he answered. 
11 The Lord told him, “Go to the house of Judas on Straight Street and ask for a man from 

Tarsus named Saul, for he is praying. 12 In a vision he has seen a man named Ananias come and 

place his hands on him to restore his sight.” 
13 “Lord,” Ananias answered, “I have heard many reports about this man and all the harm he 

has done to your holy people in Jerusalem. 14 And he has come here with authority from the chief 

priests to arrest all who call on your name.” 
15 But the Lord said to Ananias, “Go! This man is my chosen instrument to proclaim my name 

to the Gentiles and their kings and to the people of Israel. 16 I will show him how much he must 

suffer for my name.” 
17 Then Ananias went to the house and entered it. Placing his hands on Saul, he said, “Brother 

Saul, the Lord—Jesus, who appeared to you on the road as you were coming here—has sent me 

so that you may see again and be filled with the Holy Spirit.” 18 Immediately, something like 

scales fell from Saul’s eyes, and he could see again. He got up and was baptized, 19 and after 

taking some food, he regained his strength.  Saul spent several days with the disciples in 

Damascus. 20 At once he began to preach in the synagogues that Jesus is the Son of God. 21 All 

those who heard him were astonished and asked, “Isn’t he the man who raised havoc in Jerusalem 

among those who call on this name? And hasn’t he come here to take them as prisoners to the 

chief priests?” 22 Yet Saul grew more and more powerful and baffled the Jews living in Damascus 

by proving that Jesus is the Messiah. 
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PSALM OF THE DAY:   30 

 

Sing to the LORD, you saints of his;  

praise his holy name.  

For his anger lasts only a moment,  

but his favor lasts a lifetime;  

weeping may remain for a night,  

but rejoicing comes in the morning.  

 

REFRAIN 

 

To you, O LORD, I called;  

to the Lord I cried for mercy:  

Hear, O LORD, and be merciful to me;  

O LORD, be my help.”  

You turned my wailing into dancing,  

that my heart may sing to you and not be silent.  

Glory be to the Father and to the Son  

 And to the Holy Spirit, 

As it was in the beginning,  

 Is now, and will be forever.  Amen. 

 

REFRAIN 

 

SECOND LESSON         REVELATION 5:11-14 
11 Then I looked and heard the voice of many angels, numbering thousands upon thousands, 

and ten thousand times ten thousand. They encircled the throne and the living creatures and the 

elders. 12 In a loud voice they were saying: 

“Worthy is the Lamb, who was slain, to receive power and wealth and wisdom and strength 

and honor and glory and praise!” 
13 Then I heard every creature in heaven and on earth and under the earth and on the sea, and 

all that is in them, saying: 

“To him who sits on the throne and to the Lamb be praise and honor and glory and power, 

for ever and ever!” 
14 The four living creatures said, “Amen,” and the elders fell down and worshiped. 
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VERSE OF THE DAY 

M:        Christ Jesus has destroyed death and has brought life and immortality to light through the 

             gospel. (2 Timothy 1:10) 
 

Stand 

 
GOSPEL        JOHN 21:1-14 

Afterward Jesus appeared again to his disciples, by the Sea of Galilee. It happened this 

way: 2 Simon Peter, Thomas (also known as Didymus), Nathanael from Cana in Galilee, the sons 

of Zebedee, and two other disciples were together. 3 “I’m going out to fish,” Simon Peter told 

them, and they said, “We’ll go with you.” So they went out and got into the boat, but that night 

they caught nothing. 
4 Early in the morning, Jesus stood on the shore, but the disciples did not realize that it was 

Jesus. 
5 He called out to them, “Friends, haven’t you any fish?” 

“No,” they answered. 
6 He said, “Throw your net on the right side of the boat and you will find some.” When they 

did, they were unable to haul the net in because of the large number of fish. 
7 Then the disciple whom Jesus loved said to Peter, “It is the Lord!” As soon as Simon Peter 

heard him say, “It is the Lord,” he wrapped his outer garment around him (for he had taken it off) 

and jumped into the water. 8 The other disciples followed in the boat, towing the net full of fish, 

for they were not far from shore, about a hundred yards. 9 When they landed, they saw a fire of 

burning coals there with fish on it, and some bread. 
10 Jesus said to them, “Bring some of the fish you have just caught.” 11 So Simon Peter 

climbed back into the boat and dragged the net ashore. It was full of large fish, 153, but even with 

so many the net was not torn. 12 Jesus said to them, “Come and have breakfast.” None of the 

disciples dared ask him, “Who are you?” They knew it was the Lord. 13 Jesus came, took the 

bread and gave it to them, and did the same with the fish. 14 This was now the third time Jesus 

appeared to his disciples after he was raised from the dead. 
  

 

M: This is the gospel of our Lord. 

 
 
 
 

HYMN OF THE DAY: CHRIST THE LORD IS RISEN AGAIN 459 
 

 

SERMON JOHN 21:1-14 

EXAMINATION ON THE APOSTLES’ CREED 
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PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 

 

LORD’S PRAYER 

 Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy name, 

thy kingdom come, 

thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; 

and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen. 
 

 
 

HYMN: AT THE LAMB’S HIGH FEAST WE SING 675 
 

Stand 
 

M: O Lord God, our heavenly Father, pour out the Holy Spirit on your faithful people. Keep 

us strong in your grace and truth, protect and comfort us in all temptation, and bestow on 

us your saving peace, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and 

the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  

 
 

 

BLESSING 

M: Brothers and sisters, go in peace. Live in harmony with one another. Serve the Lord with 

gladness.  The Lord bless you and keep you.  The Lord make his face shine on you and be 

gracious to you.  The Lord look on you with favor and + give you peace. 

  
 

 

HYMN: COME, YOU FAITHFUL, RAISE THE STRAIN 462 


