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Welcome!
To all who have gathered here this morning we welcome you in the name of Christ our Lord.
Through him we have access to God in boldness and confidence. (Ephesians 3:12) As a safety
precaution there will be no after service coffee or refreshments. If you would like to socialize
responsibly before and after the service, please use the fellowship hall. To allow for social
distancing, please don’t linger in front of the kitchen and bathroom.

Lutheran Worship
The Lutheran church is a liturgical church. Lutherans believe that the gospel is not only the good
news that Jesus has saved sinners, but also the power God uses to create and strengthen faith in
Jesus. Lutheran worship places the gospel in central focus in an order of service called the liturgy.
Through the sermon, Lord’s Supper, in specially selected Bible readings, and in carefully crafted
songs, prayers, and confessions, the liturgy points to Jesus as the Savior of all.

SERIES THEME CRUSHED

When someone is devastated or defeated or despondent we speak of him being "crushed." It could be due
to some agonizing loss or unrealized dreams. It could be due to carrying a crushingly heavy load of guilt
over some past mistake. In a broken world, it is simply a matter of time before we feel crushed. This is why
we need Lent. The word Lent comes from an Old English word for Spring: "lengten,” when the days grow
longer. For 1400 years the Church has set aside the 40 days between Ash Wednesday and Easter as a time
of repentance and renewal. Believers humbly acknowledge that sin is the ultimate source of all the crushing
moments in life. Our sin even crushed Christ. Yet, on Easter Sunday, Jesus took up his life again. Our
Savior crushed both death and the serpent's head. Yes, Lent is a solemn season. But it is also a season of
great hope. With the psalmist we say, "The Lord saves those who are crushed in spirit."

HUMAN REJECTION IS CRUSHED BY DIVINE EXALTATION
People often look to the judgment of experts. The opinion of experts can greatly influence the general
population. That poses a problem when it comes to Christ. The world's experts and culturally elite
generally see little value in Christ and his Word. Thankfully, Christ tells us to expect this. He also reminds
us that when it comes to judgments about him and his kingdom, only one opinion matters. God the Father
would render the final verdict about Christ and his work when he raised his Son from the dead. This week,
we learn to evaluate the world's experts properly. They might see heaven's greatest treasure as trash. Fine.
That treasure remains ours for the taking!

April 3, 2022 Page 2



HYMN: CHRIST IS OUR CORNERSTONE 914

Stand

M:

The grace of our Lord + Jesus Christ and the love of God and the fellowship of the Holy
Spirit be with you.

And also with you.

CONFESSION OF SINS
We have come into the presence of God, who created us to love and serve him as his dear
children. But we have disobeyed him and deserve only his wrath and punishment.
Therefore, let us confess our sins to him and plead for his mercy.
Merciful Father in heaven, | am altogether sinful from birth. In countless ways | have
sinned against you and do not deserve to be called your child. But trusting in Jesus,
my Savior, | pray: Have mercy on me according to your unfailing love. Cleanse me
from my sin, and take away my guilt.
God, our heavenly Father, has forgiven all your sins. By the perfect life and innocent death
of our Lord Jesus Christ, he has removed your guilt forever. You are his own dear child.
May God give you strength to live according to his will.

Amen.
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PRAYER AND PRAISE

M: In the peace of forgiveness, let us praise the Lord.
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PRAYER OF THE DAY

M:  Eternal God and Father, help us to remember Jesus, who obeyed your will and bore the
cross for our salvation that through his anguish, pain, and death we may receive forgiveness
of sins and inherit eternal life; through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and
reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
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Be seated
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FIRST READING ISAIAH 43:16-21
This is what the LORD says—
he who made a way through the sea,
a path through the mighty waters,
17who drew out the chariots and horses,
the army and reinforcements together,
and they lay there, never to rise again,
extinguished, snuffed out like a wick:
18“Forget the former things;
do not dwell on the past.
19See, 1 am doing a new thing!
Now it springs up; do you not perceive it?
I am making a way in the wilderness
and streams in the wasteland.
20The wild animals honor me,
the jackals and the owls,
because | provide water in the wilderness
and streams in the wasteland,
to give drink to my people, my chosen,
2L the people I formed for myself
that they may proclaim my praise.

PSALM OF THE DAY: IN SWEET COMMUNION, LORD WITH YOU 73D

SECOND LESSON PHILIPPIANS 3:4b-14

If someone else thinks they have reasons to put confidence in the flesh, | have
more: °circumcised on the eighth day, of the people of Israel, of the tribe of Benjamin, a Hebrew
of Hebrews; in regard to the law, a Pharisee; ° as for zeal, persecuting the church; as for
righteousness based on the law, faultless.

" But whatever were gains to me | now consider loss for the sake of Christ. 8 What is more, |
consider everything a loss because of the surpassing worth of knowing Christ Jesus my Lord, for
whose sake | have lost all things. I consider them garbage, that I may gain Christ ®and be found
in him, not having a righteousness of my own that comes from the law, but that which is through
faith in® Christ—the righteousness that comes from God on the basis of faith. '° 1 want to
know Christ—yes, to know the power of his resurrection and participation in his
sufferings, becoming like him in his death, *and so, somehow, attaining to the resurrection from
the dead.
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https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Philippians+3%3A4-14&version=NIV#fen-NIV-29431a

12Not that | have already obtained all this, or have already arrived at my goal, but I press on
to take hold of that for which Christ Jesus took hold of me. '3 Brothers and sisters, | do not
consider myself yet to have taken hold of it. But one thing | do: Forgetting what is behind and
straining toward what is ahead, ** I press on toward the goal to win the prize for which God has
called me heavenward in Christ Jesus.

VERSE OF THE DAY

M: The stone the builders rejected has become the cornerstone. (Psalm 118:22)
Stand
GOSPEL LUKE 20:9-19

He went on to tell the people this parable: “A man planted a vineyard, rented it to some
farmers and went away for a long time. ° At harvest time he sent a servant to the tenants so they
would give him some of the fruit of the vineyard. But the tenants beat him and sent him away
empty-handed. 1* He sent another servant, but that one also they beat and treated shamefully and
sent away empty-handed. *? He sent still a third, and they wounded him and threw him out.

13<“Then the owner of the vineyard said, ‘What shall I do? I will send my son, whom I
love; perhaps they will respect him.’

14“But when the tenants saw him, they talked the matter over. ‘This is the heir,” they said.
‘Let’s kill him, and the inheritance will be ours.” ** So they threw him out of the vineyard and
killed him.

“What then will the owner of the vineyard do to them? *® He will come and kill those
tenants and give the vineyard to others.”

When the people heard this, they said, “God forbid!”

17 Jesus looked directly at them and asked, “Then what is the meaning of that which is
written:

“‘The stone the builders rejected

has become the cornerstone’?

18 Everyone who falls on that stone will be broken to pieces; anyone on whom it falls will be
crushed.”

¥ The teachers of the law and the chief priests looked for a way to arrest him immediately,
because they knew he had spoken this parable against them. But they were afraid of the people.

M: This is the gospel of our Lord.
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Praise be to you, O  Christ!

April 3, 2022 Page 6



HYMN OF THE DAY: O GOD, O LORD OF HEAVEN AND EARTH 571

SERMON PHILIPPIANS 3:4b-14
Throw Out the Trash

Stand

APOSTLES’ CREED
I believe in God, the Father almighty,
maker of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried.
He descended into hell.
The third day he rose again from the dead.
He ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of God the Father almighty.
From there he will come to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy Christian Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

THANKSGIVING
OFFERING
Financial offerings are a regular, proportionate, and joyful response of love by members of a
Christian congregation. Our offerings are given to further the work of God’s kingdom here at
Abiding Word and around the world through the Wisconsin Evangelical Lutheran Synod. Your
offering may be placed in the plates at the sanctuary entrance. If you are a guest, please do not
feel obligated to support our ministry.
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PRAYER OF THE CHURCH

LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen.

Be seated

HYMN: AS THE DEER RUNS TO THE RIVER 532

Stand

M: O Lord God, our heavenly Father, pour out the Holy Spirit on your faithful people. Keep
us strong in your grace and truth, protect and comfort us in all temptation, and bestow on
us your saving peace, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and
the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

BLESSING

M: Brothers and sisters, go in peace. Live in harmony with one another. Serve the Lord with
gladness. The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord make his face shine on you and be
gracious to you. The Lord look on you with favor and + give you peace.

| HYMN: PRAISE THE ONE WHO BREAKS THE DARKNESS ol7
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