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Welcome!
To all who have gathered here this morning we welcome you in the name of Christ our Lord.
Through him we have access to God in boldness and confidence. (Ephesians 3:12) Join us after
service for coffee. To allow for social distancing, please don’t linger in front of the kitchen and
bathroom.

HOLY COMMUNION
Our worship service is open to all. The forgiveness received in the Lord’s Supper is
proclaimed to all throughout the service. However, the Bible teaches that the Lord's
Supper is to be received by those who have been instructed about its meaning and the
unity it expresses.

For this reason, we ask that guests speak with the Pastor

before partaking of the Holy Supper.
So that you can be sure that unity of faith and teaching exists we invite you to

participate in a Bible Information Course. This class will prepare you to receive the
Lord's Supper with us. Please contact Pastor about class times.

Series Theme: CRUSHED
When someone is devastated or defeated or despondent we speak of him being "crushed.” It could be due to
some agonizing loss or unrealized dreams. It could be due to carrying a crushingly heavy load of guilt over
some past mistake. In a broken world, it is simply a matter of time before we feel crushed. This is why we
need Lent. The word Lent comes from an Old English word for Spring: "lengten,” when the days grow
longer. For 1400 years the Church has set aside the 40 days between Ash Wednesday and Easter as a time
of repentance and renewal. Believers humbly acknowledge that sin is the ultimate source of all the crushing
moments in life. Our sin even crushed Christ. Yet, on Easter Sunday, Jesus took up his life again. Our
Savior crushed both death and the serpent's head. Yes, Lent is a solemn season. But it is also a season of
great hope. With the psalmist we say, "The Lord saves those who are crushed in spirit."

Glory Uncovered: OUR CONDEMNATION IS CRUSHED BY GOD'S GRACE
We assume people get what they deserve. We assume what goes around comes around. We assume God
helps those who help themselves. And all those assumptions must be crushed. Got does not operate on the
principle of merit but of grace. Like gravity, grace is a constant force at work in how God deals with us and
how he wants us to deal with others. No one is beyond the reach of God's grace. God never turns it off.
When the weight of our sin makes us fearful of God's condemnation, he reveals his grace yet again.
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| HYMN: HOW DEEP THE FATHER’S LOVE FOR US 523

The service continues with The Service: Setting One on page 154 of the hymnal.

THE WORD

FIRST READING ISAIAH 12:1-6
In that day you will say: “I will praise you, LORD. Although you were angry with me, your

anger has turned away and you have comforted me. 2 Surely God is my salvation; I will trust and

not be afraid. The LORD, the LORD himself, is my strength and my defense; he has become my

salvation.” *With joy you will draw water from the wells of salvation. # In that day you will say:

“Give praise to the LORD, proclaim his name; make known among the nations what he has

done, and proclaim that his name is exalted. ° Sing to the LORD, for he has done glorious

things; let this be known to all the world. ® Shout aloud and sing for joy, people of Zion, for

great is the Holy One of Israel among you.”

PSALM 32B (in the Psalter) HOW BLEST ARE THOSE

SECOND READING ROMANS 8:1-10

Therefore, there is now no condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus, 2 because through
Christ Jesus the law of the Spirit who gives life has set you free from the law of sin and
death. 2 For what the law was powerless to do because it was weakened by the flesh, God did by
sending his own Son in the likeness of sinful flesh to be a sin offering. And so he condemned sin
in the flesh, #in order that the righteous requirement of the law might be fully met in us, who do
not live according to the flesh but according to the Spirit.

®>Those who live according to the flesh have their minds set on what the flesh desires; but
those who live in accordance with the Spirit have their minds set on what the Spirit desires. ® The
mind governed by the flesh is death, but the mind governed by the Spirit is life and peace. ’ The
mind governed by the flesh is hostile to God,; it does not submit to God’s law, nor can it do
s0. 8 Those who are in the realm of the flesh cannot please God.

®You, however, are not in the realm of the flesh but are in the realm of the Spirit, if indeed
the Spirit of God lives in you. And if anyone does not have the Spirit of Christ, they do not
belong to Christ. 1 But if Christ is in you, then even though your body is subject to death because
of sin, the Spirit gives life because of righteousness.

GOSPEL READING LUKE 15:11-32
11 Jesus continued: “There was a man who had two sons. 1 The younger one said to his father,
‘Father, give me my share of the estate.” So he divided his property between them.
13«Not long after that, the younger son got together all he had, set off for a distant country
and there squandered his wealth in wild living. ** After he had spent everything, there was a
severe famine in that whole country, and he began to be in need. ** So he went and hired himself
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out to a citizen of that country, who sent him to his fields to feed pigs. *® He longed to fill his
stomach with the pods that the pigs were eating, but no one gave him anything.

17<«When he came to his senses, he said, ‘How many of my father’s hired servants have food
to spare, and here | am starving to death! 8 I will set out and go back to my father and say to him:
Father, | have sinned against heaven and against you. * I am no longer worthy to be called your
son; make me like one of your hired servants.” 2 So he got up and went to his father.

“But while he was still a long way off, his father saw him and was filled with compassion for
him; he ran to his son, threw his arms around him and kissed him.

21 “The son said to him, ‘Father, I have sinned against heaven and against you. | am no longer
worthy to be called your son.’

22«But the father said to his servants, ‘Quick! Bring the best robe and put it on him. Put a ring
on his finger and sandals on his feet. 2 Bring the fattened calf and kill it. Let’s have a feast and
celebrate. 2 For this son of mine was dead and is alive again; he was lost and is found.” So they
began to celebrate.

% “Meanwhile, the older son was in the field. When he came near the house, he heard music
and dancing. 26 So he called one of the servants and asked him what was going on. ¥ “Your
brother has come,” he replied, ‘and your father has killed the fattened calf because he has him
back safe and sound.’

28“The older brother became angry and refused to go in. So his father went out and pleaded
with him. 2 But he answered his father, ‘Look! All these years I’ve been slaving for you and
never disobeyed your orders. Yet you never gave me even a young goat so | could celebrate with
my friends. *° But when this son of yours who has squandered your property with
prostitutes comes home, you kill the fattened calf for him!’

31¢«‘My son,” the father said, ‘you are always with me, and everything I have is yours. 3 But
we had to celebrate and be glad, because this brother of yours was dead and is alive again; he was
lost and is found.””

HYMN: AMAZING GRACE 576

SERMON on ROMANS 8:1-10
There is no condemnation

The service continues on page 162.

| DISTRIBUTION HYMN: BAPTISMAL WATERS COVER ME 657

| HYMN: LORD, NOW YOU LET YOUR SERVANT 951

The service continues on page 170.

| HYMN: JESUS SINNERS DOES RECEIVE 654
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