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Welcome!
To all who have gathered here this morning we welcome you in the name of Christ our Lord.
Through him we have access to God in boldness and confidence. (Ephesians 3:12) As a safety
precaution there will be no after service coffee or refreshments. If you would like to socialize
responsibly before and after the service, please use the fellowship hall. To allow for social
distancing, please don’t linger in front of the kitchen and bathroom.

Lutheran Worship
The Lutheran church is a liturgical church. Lutherans believe that the gospel is not only the good
news that Jesus has saved sinners, but also the power God uses to create and strengthen faith in
Jesus. Lutheran worship places the gospel in central focus in an order of service called the liturgy.
Through the sermon, Lord’s Supper, in specially selected Bible readings, and in carefully crafted
songs, prayers, and confessions, the liturgy points to Jesus as the Savior of all.

SERIES THEME CRUSHED
When someone is devastated or defeated or despondent we speak of him being "crushed."” It could be due to
some agonizing loss or unrealized dreams. It could be due to carrying a crushingly heavy load of guilt over
some past mistake. In a broken world, it is simply a matter of time before we feel crushed. This is why we
need Lent. The word Lent comes from an Old English word for Spring: "lengten," when the days grow
longer. For 1400 years the Church has set aside the 40 days between Ash Wednesday and Easter as a time
of repentance and renewal. Believers humbly acknowledge that sin is the ultimate source of all the crushing
moments in life. Our sin even crushed Christ. Yet, on Easter Sunday, Jesus took up his life again. Our
Savior crushed both death and the serpent's head. Yes, Lent is a solemn season. But it is also a season of
great hope. With the psalmist we say, "The Lord saves those who are crushed in spirit."

THEME OF THE DAY: FALSE SECURITY IS CRUSHED BY FAITHFUL PRESENCE
Where is God? This is one of human beings' most frequently-asked and incorrectly-answered questions.
We are tempted to believe that evidence of God's presence is found in outward circumstances. We equate
good fortune with God's favor and bad fortune with his judgment. So, as long as nothing terrible is
happening, God must not be too angry with us, right? We are free to go on sinning. Such foolish
assumptions must be crushed. Therefore, God must constantly remind us where he intends to be found—in
the gospel. He makes himself present in Word and sacraments. Because he is always present, we realize the
urgent need to turn away from the sin he despises. Because his presence is graciously hidden, we are drawn
to him for forgiveness rather than driven away from him in fear.
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HYMN: DELAY NOT! DELAY NOT 712

Stand

M:

The grace of our Lord + Jesus Christ and the love of God and the fellowship of the Holy
Spirit be with you.

And also with you.

CONFESSION OF SINS
We have come into the presence of God, who created us to love and serve him as his dear
children. But we have disobeyed him and deserve only his wrath and punishment.
Therefore, let us confess our sins to him and plead for his mercy.
Merciful Father in heaven, | am altogether sinful from birth. In countless ways | have
sinned against you and do not deserve to be called your child. But trusting in Jesus,
my Savior, | pray: Have mercy on me according to your unfailing love. Cleanse me
from my sin, and take away my guilt.
God, our heavenly Father, has forgiven all your sins. By the perfect life and innocent death
of our Lord Jesus Christ, he has removed your guilt forever. You are his own dear child.
May God give you strength to live according to his will.

Amen.
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PRAYER AND PRAISE

M: In the peace of forgiveness, let us praise the Lord.
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PRAYER OF THE DAY

M: Almighty God, look with favor on your humble servants and stretch out the right hand of
your power to defend us against all our enemies; through Jesus Christ, your Son, our
Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
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Be seated
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FIRST READING EXODUS 3:1-15

Now Moses was tending the flock of Jethro his father-in-law, the priest of Midian, and he led
the flock to the far side of the wilderness and came to Horeb, the mountain of God. 2 There the
angel of the LORD appeared to him in flames of fire from within a bush. Moses saw that though
the bush was on fire it did not burn up. > So Moses thought, “I will go over and see this strange
sight—why the bush does not burn up.”

*When the LoORD saw that he had gone over to look, God called to him from within the
bush, “Moses! Moses!” And Moses said, “Here I am.”

®“Do not come any closer,” God said. “Take off your sandals, for the place where you are
standing is holy ground.” ® Then he said, “I am the God of your father, the God of Abraham, the
God of Isaac and the God of Jacob.” At this, Moses hid his face, because he was afraid to look at
God.

"The LORD said, “I have indeed seen the misery of my people in Egypt. | have heard them
crying out because of their slave drivers, and | am concerned about their suffering.  So I have
come down to rescue them from the hand of the Egyptians and to bring them up out of that land
into a good and spacious land, a land flowing with milk and honey—the home of the Canaanites,
Hittites, Amorites, Perizzites, Hivites and Jebusites. ° And now the cry of the Israelites has
reached me, and | have seen the way the Egyptians are oppressing them. *° So now, go. I am
sending you to Pharaoh to bring my people the Israelites out of Egypt.”

1 But Moses said to God, “Who am I that | should go to Pharaoh and bring the Israelites out
of Egypt?”

12 And God said, “I will be with you. And this will be the sign to you that it is | who have sent
you: When you have brought the people out of Egypt, you will worship God on this mountain.”

13 Moses said to God, “Suppose I go to the Israelites and say to them, ‘The God of your
fathers has sent me to you,” and they ask me, ‘What is his name?’ Then what shall I tell them?”

14 God said to Moses, “I AM WHO | AM. This is what you are to say to the Israelites: ‘1 AM has
sent me to you.””

% God also said to Moses, “Say to the Israelites, ‘The LORD, the God of your fathers—the
God of Abraham, the God of Isaac and the God of Jacob—has sent me to you.’

“This is my name forever, the name you shall call me from generation to generation.

PSALM OF THE DAY 85A: THE LORD HAS LONG LOOKED WITH FAVOR 85C
We will not sing the refrain. The verses will be sung to I heard the voice of Jesus say.

SECOND LESSON 1 CORINTHIANS 10:1-13

For 1 do not want you to be ignorant of the fact, brothers and sisters, that our ancestors were
all under the cloud and that they all passed through the sea. 2 They were all baptized into Moses in
the cloud and in the sea. 3 They all ate the same spiritual food *and drank the same spiritual drink;
for they drank from the spiritual rock that accompanied them, and that rock was Christ.
®Nevertheless, God was not pleased with most of them; their bodies were scattered in the
wilderness.
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® Now these things occurred as examples to keep us from setting our hearts on evil things as
they did. ” Do not be idolaters, as some of them were; as it is written: “The people sat down to eat
and drink and got up to indulge in revelry.”  We should not commit sexual immorality, as some
of them did—and in one day twenty-three thousand of them died. ® We should not test Christ, as
some of them did—and were killed by snakes. 1° And do not grumble, as some of them did—and
were killed by the destroying angel.

1 These things happened to them as examples and were written down as warnings for us, on
whom the culmination of the ages has come. *? So, if you think you are standing firm, be careful
that you don’t fall! ** No temptation has overtaken you except what is common to mankind. And
God is faithful; he will not let you be tempted beyond what you can bear. But when you are
tempted, he will also provide a way out so that you can endure it.

VERSE OF THE DAY
M: He is patient with you, not wanting anyone to perish, but everyone to come to
repentance. (2 Peter 3:9)

Stand

GOSPEL LUKE 13:1-9

Now there were some present at that time who told Jesus about the Galileans whose blood
Pilate had mixed with their sacrifices. 2Jesus answered, “Do you think that these Galileans were
worse sinners than all the other Galileans because they suffered this way? ®I tell you, no! But
unless you repent, you too will all perish. 4 Or those eighteen who died when the tower in
Siloam fell on them—do you think they were more guilty than all the others living in
Jerusalem? °1 tell you, no! But unless you repent, you too will all perish.”

®Then he told this parable: “A man had a fig tree growing in his vineyard, and he went to
look for fruit on it but did not find any. ’ So he said to the man who took care of the vineyard,
‘For three years now I’ve been coming to look for fruit on this fig tree and haven’t found any. Cut
it down! Why should it use up the soil?’

8«Sir,” the man replied, ‘leave it alone for one more year, and Il dig around it and fertilize
it. 9If it bears fruit next year, fine! If not, then cut it down.””

Praise be to you, O  Christ!

Be seated
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HYMN OF THE DAY: WITH ALL MY HEART | PRAISE YOU, LORD 658

SERMON 1 CORINTHIANS 10:1-13
Ponder the Past

Stand

APOSTLES’ CREED
I believe in God, the Father almighty,
maker of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried.
He descended into hell.
The third day he rose again from the dead.
He ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of God the Father almighty.
From there he will come to judge the living and the dead.

| believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy Christian Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

THANKSGIVING
OFFERING
Financial offerings are a regular, proportionate, and joyful response of love by members of a
Christian congregation. Our offerings are given to further the work of God’s kingdom here at
Abiding Word and around the world through the Wisconsin Evangelical Lutheran Synod. Your
offering may be placed in the plates at the sanctuary entrance. If you are a guest, please do not
feel obligated to support our ministry.
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PRAYER OF THE CHURCH

LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen.

Be seated

HYMN: JESUS, GRANT THAT BALM AND HEALING 404

Stand

M: O Lord God, our heavenly Father, pour out the Holy Spirit on your faithful people. Keep
us strong in your grace and truth, protect and comfort us in all temptation, and bestow on
us your saving peace, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and
the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

C: A - men.
BLESSING
M: Brothers and sisters, go in peace. Live in harmony with one another. Serve the Lord with

gladness. The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord make his face shine on you and be
gracious to you. The Lord look on you with favor and + give you peace.
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| HYMN: GUIDE ME, O THOU GREAT JEHOVAH 923
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