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Welcome!
To all who have gathered here this morning we welcome you in the name of Christ our Lord.
Through him we have access to God in boldness and confidence. (Ephesians 3:12) Join us after
service for coffee. To allow for social distancing, please don’t linger in front of the kitchen and
bathroom.

HOLY COMMUNION
Our worship service is open to all. The forgiveness received in the Lord’s Supper is
proclaimed to all throughout the service. However, the Bible teaches that the Lord's
Supper is to be received by those who have been instructed about its meaning and the
unity it expresses.

For this reason, we ask that guests speak with the Pastor

before partaking of the Holy Supper.
So that you can be sure that unity of faith and teaching exists we invite you to

participate in a Bible Information Course. This class will prepare you to receive the
Lord's Supper with us. Please contact Pastor about class times.

Series Theme: Uncovered
We are in the season of the Church called Epiphany, a Greek word that means "to appear." Salvation
has appeared in the person of Jesus Christ. In Epiphany, the Church explores everything that Christ
makes apparent about God. We need God to appear to us and make himself known to us. For not only
is God beyond our understanding, his works and his ways are contrary to mankind's natural
assumptions about him. The truth about God cannot possibly be discovered by us. Rather, it needs to
be uncovered for us. That's what the Spirit is doing for us during this season of Epiphany. Week after
week, surprising truths about Jesus our King and life in his kingdom will be uncovered.

DEFINITIONS UNCOVERED: BLESSINGS ARE CURSED; CURSES ARE BLESSED
When someone is new to something, there is a period of orientation. For example, when someone
takes up a new game or sport, they need to first learn the rules. Likewise, when someone is a new
disciple of Jesus, a period of orientation follows. It's necessary, because by nature we assume that
Jesus' kingdom works the same way the world works. The truth that is uncovered this week is that the
principles on which Jesus' kingdom runs are the exact opposite of the principles of the world. That
which the world considers to be a blessing can often be a curse. And that which the world calls bad,
God always uses for the good of those he loves.
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HYMN: YOUR DAYS AND WAYS TO GOD SURRENDER 806

The service continues with The Service: Setting One on page 154 of the hymnal.

THE WORD
FIRST READING JEREMIAH 17:5-8
®This is what the LORD says:
“Cursed is the one who trusts in man,
who draws strength from mere flesh
and whose heart turns away from the LORD.
® That person will be like a bush in the wastelands;
they will not see prosperity when it comes.
They will dwell in the parched places of the desert,
in a salt land where no one lives.
"“But blessed is the one who trusts in the LORD,
whose confidence is in him.
8They will be like a tree planted by the water
that sends out its roots by the stream.
It does not fear when heat comes;
its leaves are always green.
It has no worries in a year of drought
and never fails to bear fruit.”

PSALM 1B (In the Psalter) HOW TRULY BLEST ARE THEY

SECOND READING 2 CORINTHIANS 12:7b-10
Therefore, in order to keep me from becoming conceited, | was given a thorn in my flesh, a
messenger of Satan, to torment me. & Three times | pleaded with the Lord to take it away from

me. ® But he said to me, “My grace is sufficient for you, for my power is made perfect in
weakness.” Therefore I will boast all the more gladly about my weaknesses, so that Christ’s
power may rest on me. ¥ That is why, for Christ’s sake, I delight in weaknesses, in insults, in
hardships, in persecutions, in difficulties. For when | am weak, then | am strong.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
M: The Lord will watch over your coming and going both now and forevermore. (Psalm 121:8)
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GOSPEL READING LUKE 6:17-26
7 He went down with them and stood on a level place. A large crowd of his disciples was there
and a great number of people from all over Judea, from Jerusalem, and from the coastal region
around Tyre and Sidon, *¥who had come to hear him and to be healed of their diseases. Those
troubled by impure spirits were cured, *°and the people all tried to touch him, because power was
coming from him and healing them all.
2 ooking at his disciples, he said:
“Blessed are you who are poor,
for yours is the kingdom of God.
21 Blessed are you who hunger now,
for you will be satisfied.
Blessed are you who weep now,
for you will laugh.
22Blessed are you when people hate you,
when they exclude you and insult you
and reject your name as evil,
because of the Son of Man.
Z3«Rejoice in that day and leap for joy, because great is your reward in heaven. For that is how
their ancestors treated the prophets.
24“But woe to you who are rich,
for you have already received your comfort.
25 Woe to you who are well fed now,
for you will go hungry.
Woe to you who laugh now,
for you will mourn and weep.
2 \Woe to you when everyone speaks well of you,
for that is how their ancestors treated the false prophets.

HYMN: DAY BY DAY 803

SERMON on JEREMIAH 17:5-8
Does Your Trust Bring a Blessing or a Curse?

The service continues on page 162.

| DISTRIBUTION HYMN: YOUR BODY, GIVEN FOR ME, O SAVIOR 671

The service continues on page 170.

| HYMN: HOW FIRM A FOUNDATION 800
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