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Welcome!
To all who have gathered here this morning we welcome you in the name of Christ our Lord.
Through him we have access to God in boldness and confidence. (Ephesians 3:12) Join us for
coffee after the service. To allow for social distancing, please don’t linger in front of the kitchen
and bathroom.

Lutheran Worship
The Lutheran church is a liturgical church. Lutherans believe that the gospel is not only the good
news that Jesus has saved sinners, but also the power God uses to create and strengthen faith in
Jesus. Lutheran worship places the gospel in central focus in an order of service called the liturgy.
Through the sermon, Lord’s Supper, in specially selected Bible readings, and in carefully crafted
songs, prayers, and confessions, the liturgy points to Jesus as the Savior of all.

Series Theme

UNCOVERED
We are in the season of the Church called Epiphany, a Greek word that means "to appear."
Salvation has appeared in the person of Jesus Christ. In Epiphany, the Church explores everything
that Christ makes apparent about God. You see, we need God to appear to us and make himself
known to us. For not only is God beyond our understanding, his works and his ways are contrary
to mankind's natural assumptions about him. In other words, the truth about God cannot possibly
be discovered by us. Rather, it needs to be uncovered for us. That's what the Spirit is doing for us
during this season of Epiphany. Week after week, surprising truths about Jesus our King and life
in his kingdom will be uncovered.

Theme Of the Day
AGENDA UNCOVERED: WHAT MUST BE SAID, NOT WHAT OTHERS WANT TO HEAR
Last week we saw that there can be a temptation to alter the message we proclaim to avoid
apparent failure and rejection. This week we see that there is also a temptation to alter the
message we proclaim because of apparent success. If a church makes its central focus things like
personal improvement, healing for the sick, or social justice, that church may draw a crowd. It
just fails to carry out the agenda Christ has given his Church. The gospel of forgiveness is to be
the center of all our preaching and teaching. The agenda for Christ's Church is set. It's the same
agenda that was followed by the Church's Christ
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HYMN: GOD HAS SPOKEN BY HIS PROPHETS 639

The service continues with The Service: Setting One on page 154.

THE WORD
FIRST READING JEREMIAH 1:4-10
The word of the LORD came to me, saying,
S«“Before I formed you in the womb | knew you,
before you were born | set you apart;
| appointed you as a prophet to the nations.”

6«Alas, Sovereign LORD,” I said, “I do not know how to speak; I am too young.”

"But the LORD said to me, “Do not say, ‘I am too young.” You must go to everyone I send
you to and say whatever | command you. & Do not be afraid of them, for I am with you and will
rescue you,” declares the LORD.

®Then the LORD reached out his hand and touched my mouth and said to me, “I have put my
words in your mouth. ° See, today | appoint you over nations and kingdoms to uproot and tear
down, to destroy and overthrow, to build and to plant.”

HYMN: CHRIST BEGINS 385

SECOND READING 2 TIMOTHY 3:14-4:5

But as for you, continue in what you have learned and have become convinced of, because
you know those from whom you learned it, *and how from infancy you have known the Holy
Scriptures, which are able to make you wise for salvation through faith in Christ Jesus. ¢ All
Scripture is God-breathed and is useful for teaching, rebuking, correcting and training in
righteousness, 1’ so that the servant of God may be thoroughly equipped for every good work.

4 In the presence of God and of Christ Jesus, who will judge the living and the dead, and in
view of his appearing and his kingdom, I give you this charge: ? Preach the word; be prepared in
season and out of season; correct, rebuke and encourage—with great patience and careful
instruction. 3 For the time will come when people will not put up with sound doctrine. Instead, to
suit their own desires, they will gather around them a great number of teachers to say what their
itching ears want to hear. * They will turn their ears away from the truth and turn aside to
myths. ° But you, keep your head in all situations, endure hardship, do the work of an
evangelist, discharge all the duties of your ministry.
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VERSE OF THE DAY: | must proclaim the good news of the kingdom of God, because that is
why | was sent. (Luke 4:43

GOSPEL LUKE 4:38-44

38 Jesus left the synagogue and went to the home of Simon. Now Simon’s mother-in-law was
suffering from a high fever, and they asked Jesus to help her. ** So he bent over her and
rebuked the fever, and it left her. She got up at once and began to wait on them.

40 At sunset, the people brought to Jesus all who had various kinds of sickness, and laying his
hands on each one, he healed them. ** Moreover, demons came out of many people, shouting,
“You are the Son of God!” But he rebuked them and would not allow them to speak, because they
knew he was the Messiah.

42 At daybreak, Jesus went out to a solitary place. The people were looking for him and when
they came to where he was, they tried to keep him from leaving them. ** But he said, “I must
proclaim the good news of the kingdom of God to the other towns also, because that is why | was
sent.” * And he kept on preaching in the synagogues of Judea.

HYMN: O CHRISTIANS, HASTE 901

SERMON on JEREMIAH 1:4-10
The Lord Chooses Us to Do His Work

The service continues on page 163.

HYMN: PREACH YOU THE WORD 895

The service continues on page 171.

HYMN: GO FORTH AND PREACH THE GOSPEL 908
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