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At Abiding Word 

We gather around the Word (worship) 

We grow in the Word (education) 

And we share the Word with the world (outreach). 
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Welcome! 

To all who have gathered here this morning we welcome you in the name of Christ our Lord.  

Through him we have access to God in boldness and confidence. (Ephesians 3:12)  Join us after 

service for coffee.  To allow for social distancing, please don’t linger in front of the kitchen and 

bathroom. 

 

Series Theme: Uncovered 
We are in the season of the Church called Epiphany, a Greek word that means "to appear." Salvation has 

appeared in the person of Jesus Christ. In Epiphany, the Church explores everything that Christ makes 

apparent about God. You see, we need God to appear to us and make himself known to us. For not only is 

God beyond our understanding, his works and his ways are contrary to mankind's natural assumptions 

about him. In other words, the truth about God cannot possibly be discovered by us. Rather, it needs to be 

uncovered for us. That's what the Spirit is doing for us during this season of Epiphany. Week after week, 

surprising truths about Jesus our King and life in his kingdom will be uncovered.  

 
 

Reception Uncovered: Rejection Is Not the Exception but the Rule 

When one proclaims God's Word, typically the intentions are good. We want others to know the joy of 

salvation and the love of Christ. Therefore, it can be surprising to us when God's Word is met with apathy 

or rejection by those who hear it. It's easy to conclude that when the Word of God offends human minds 

and hearts (including our own), something has gone wrong. The truth that is uncovered this week is that 

rejection of Jesus' words is not the exception but the rule. Jesus' words will always offend. However, we 

will see that God can use even the rejection of his Word for good.  

HOLY COMMUNION 

Our worship service is open to all. The forgiveness received in the Lord’s Supper is 

proclaimed to all throughout the service.  However, the Bible teaches that the Lord's 

Supper is to be received by those who have been instructed about its meaning and the 

unity it expresses.  

For this reason, we ask that guests speak with the Pastor 

before partaking of the Holy Supper. 

So that you can be sure that unity of faith and teaching exists we invite you to 

participate in a Bible Information Course. This class will prepare you to receive the 

Lord's Supper with us. Please contact Pastor about class times. 
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HYMN: ARISE, YOUR LIGHT HAS COME  387 

 Sung to the tune of Blest Be the Tie that Binds 
 

The service continues with The Service: Setting One on page 154 of the hymnal. 
 

THE WORD 
FIRST READING ISAIAH 61:1-6 

The Spirit of the Sovereign LORD is on me, 

    because the LORD has anointed me to proclaim good news to the poor. 

He has sent me to bind up the brokenhearted, 

    to proclaim freedom for the captives and release from darkness for the prisoners,  
2 to proclaim the year of the LORD’s favor and the day of vengeance of our God, 

to comfort all who mourn, 3  and provide for those who grieve in Zion— 

to bestow on them a crown of beauty instead of ashes, 

the oil of joy instead of mourning, and a garment of praise instead of a spirit of despair. 

They will be called oaks of righteousness, a planting of the LORD for the display of his splendor. 
4 They will rebuild the ancient ruins and restore the places long devastated; 

they will renew the ruined cities that have been devastated for generations. 
5 Strangers will shepherd your flocks; foreigners will work your fields and vineyards. 
6 And you will be called priests of the LORD, you will be named ministers of our God. 

You will feed on the wealth of nations, and in their riches you will boast. 

 

PSALM 146    (We will sing the hymn adaptation of the psalm.) 

PRAISE THE ALMIGHTY; MY SOUL, ADORE HIM 619 

 

SECOND READING         ACTS 4:23-31 

On their release, Peter and John went back to their own people and reported all that the chief 

priests and the elders had said to them. 24 When they heard this, they raised their voices together 

in prayer to God. “Sovereign Lord,” they said, “you made the heavens and the earth and the sea, 

and everything in them. 25 You spoke by the Holy Spirit through the mouth of your servant, our 

father David: 

“‘Why do the nations rage and the peoples plot in vain? 
26 The kings of the earth rise up and the rulers band together 

against the Lord and against his anointed one.  
27 Indeed Herod and Pontius Pilate met together with the Gentiles and the people of Israel in this 

city to conspire against your holy servant Jesus, whom you anointed. 28 They did what your power 

and will had decided beforehand should happen. 29 Now, Lord, consider their threats and enable 

your servants to speak your word with great boldness. 30 Stretch out your hand to heal and 

perform signs and wonders through the name of your holy servant Jesus.” 
31 After they prayed, the place where they were meeting was shaken. And they were all filled with 

the Holy Spirit and spoke the word of God boldly. 
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GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 

M: The Spirit of the Lord is on me, because he has anointed me to proclaim good news to the 

poor. (Luke 4:18) 

 

GOSPEL READING        LUKE 4:16-30 

He went to Nazareth, where he had been brought up, and on the Sabbath day he went into the 

synagogue, as was his custom. He stood up to read, 17 and the scroll of the prophet Isaiah was 

handed to him. Unrolling it, he found the place where it is written: 
18 “The Spirit of the Lord is on me, because he has anointed me 

    to proclaim good news to the poor. 

He has sent me to proclaim freedom for the prisoners and recovery of sight for the blind, 

to set the oppressed free, 19  to proclaim the year of the Lord’s favor.”[a] 
20 Then he rolled up the scroll, gave it back to the attendant and sat down. The eyes of everyone in 

the synagogue were fastened on him. 21 He began by saying to them, “Today this scripture is 

fulfilled in your hearing.” 
22 All spoke well of him and were amazed at the gracious words that came from his lips. “Isn’t 

this Joseph’s son?” they asked. 
23 Jesus said to them, “Surely you will quote this proverb to me: ‘Physician, heal yourself!’ And 

you will tell me, ‘Do here in your hometown what we have heard that you did in Capernaum.’” 
24 “Truly I tell you,” he continued, “no prophet is accepted in his hometown. 25 I assure you that 

there were many widows in Israel in Elijah’s time, when the sky was shut for three and a half 

years and there was a severe famine throughout the land. 26 Yet Elijah was not sent to any of 

them, but to a widow in Zarephath in the region of Sidon. 27 And there were many in Israel with 

leprosy[b] in the time of Elisha the prophet, yet not one of them was cleansed—only Naaman the 

Syrian.” 28 All the people in the synagogue were furious when they heard this. 29 They got up, 

drove him out of the town, and took him to the brow of the hill on which the town was built, in 

order to throw him off the cliff. 30 But he walked right through the crowd and went on his way. 

 

HYMN: HAIL TO THE LORD’S ANOINTED 384 
 

SERMON on ISAIAH 61:1-6  

A New Look for the New Era 

 

The service continues on page 162. 
 

DISTRIBUTION HYMN: JESUS COMES TODAY WITH HEALING    668 

 
 

The service continues on page 170. 
 

HYMN: OH, FOR A THOUSAND TONGUES TO SING 520 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Luke+4%3A16-30&version=NIV#fen-NIV-25083a
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Luke+4%3A16-30&version=NIV#fen-NIV-25091b

