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Welcome!
To all who have gathered here this morning we welcome you in the name of Christ our Lord.
Through him we have access to God in boldness and confidence. (Ephesians 3:12) Join us for
coffee after the service. To allow for social distancing, please don’t linger in front of the kitchen
and bathroom.

Lutheran Worship
The Lutheran church is a liturgical church. Lutherans believe that the gospel is not only the good
news that Jesus has saved sinners, but also the power God uses to create and strengthen faith in
Jesus. Lutheran worship places the gospel in central focus in an order of service called the liturgy.
Through the sermon, Lord’s Supper, in specially selected Bible readings, and in carefully crafted
songs, prayers, and confessions, the liturgy points to Jesus as the Savior of all.

Series Theme
What child is this?
A baby is born every twelve seconds. That's 140 million babies born each year. Yet, there is
something that sets this child apart from all others. It is not simply his humble beginnings, with a
cattle trough as his first cradle. It is not just the miraculous nature of his birth, his mother being a
virgin. There is so much more. This child is the only hope we have for peace and a future. This
child can wipe away every tear, drive away every fear. Here is the truth of Christmas. With this
child, you lack nothing. Without him, you have nothing. Let us use this season of Christmas to
answer this most important question: WHAT CHILD IS THIS?

Theme Of The Day
WHAT CHILD IS THIS? HE TURNS SLAVES INTO SONS
The ability to appreciate Christmas is directly proportional to the understanding of whom Christmas
is for. Christmas is only meant for those who are held captive by our enemies, sin and death.
Christmas is for people who have no power of their own to free themselves from those enemies.
Christmas is for people who patiently wait for God to set them free. God's Christmas gift is for
slaves, but it does not leave them that way. Jesus takes those born in slavery and turns them into
sons and daughters of God. He makes us heirs of a glorious, eternal inheritance. He sets us free
from a forced servitude to our enemies and replaces it with joyful service to our loving Father.
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| HYMN: COME, YOUR HEARTS AND VOICES RAISING 362

The service continues with The Service: Setting One on page 154.

THE WORD

FIRST READING GENESIS 17:1-7
When Abram was ninety-nine years old, the Lord appeared to him and said, “I am God Almighty;
walk before me and be blameless. 21 will confirm my covenant between me and you and will
greatly increase your numbers.”

8 Abram fell facedown, and God said to him, #“As for me, this is my covenant with you: You will
be the father of many nations. ® No longer will you be called Abram; your name will be Abraham,
for 1 have made you a father of many nations. 1 will make you very fruitful; I will make nations
of you, and kings will come from you. ” I will establish my covenant as an everlasting covenant
between me and you and your descendants after you for the generations to come, to be your God
and the God of your descendants after you.

PSALM OF THE DAY PSALM 148
Hallelujah! Praise the Lord! Let his praise be heard on high.
Hallelujah! Praise the Lord! Let his praises fill the sky.
Hallelujah! Glory be, to the Lord eternally!

Praise the Lord. Praise the Lord from the heavens, praise him in the heights above. Praise him, all
his angels, praise him, all his heavenly hosts. Praise him, sun and moon, praise him, all you
shining stars. Praise him, you highest heavens and you waters above the skies. Let them praise the
name of the Lord, for he commanded and they were created. He set them in place for ever and
ever; he gave a decree that will never pass away.

Hallelujah! Praise the Lord! Let his praise be heard on high.
Hallelujah! Praise the Lord! Let his praises fill the sky.
Hallelujah! Glory be, to the Lord eternally!

Praise the Lord from the earth, you great sea creatures and all ocean depths, lightning and hail,
snow and clouds, stormy winds that do his bidding, you mountains and all hills, fruit trees and all
cedars, wild animals and all cattle, small creatures and flying birds, kings of the earth and all
nations, you princes and all rulers on earth, young men and maidens, old men and children. Let
them praise the name of the Lord, for his name alone is exalted; his splendor is above the earth
and the heavens. He has raised up for his people a horn, the praise of all his saints, of Israel, the
people close to his heart. Praise the Lord.

Hallelujah! Praise the Lord! Let his praise be heard on earth.
Hallelujah! Praise the Lord! All creation, tell his worth.
Hallelujah! Glory be, to the Lord eternally!
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SECOND READING

GALATIANS 4:4-7

*But when the time had fully come, God sent his Son, born of a woman, born under law, ®to
redeem those under law, that we might receive the full rights of sons. ® Because you are sons, God
sent the Spirit of his Son into our hearts, the Spirit who calls out, “4bba, Father.” ” So you are no

longer a slave, but a son; and since you are a son, God has made you also an heir.

GOSPEL LUKE 1:68-75
68 “Praise be to the Lord, the God of Israel,
because he has come and has redeemed his people.
69 He has raised up a horn
of salvation for us
in the house of his servant David
70 (as he said through his holy prophets of long ago),
n salvation from our enemies
and from the hand of all who hate us—
72 to show mercy to our fathers
and to remember his holy covenant,
& the oath he swore to our father Abraham:
74 to rescue us from the hand of our enemies,
and to enable us to serve him without fear
& in holiness and righteousness before him all our days.
HYMN: THE ONLY SON FROM HEAVEN 383
SERMON on GENESIS 17:1-7
What’s In A Name
The service continues on page 163.
HYMN: O REJOICE, ALL CHRISTIANS, LOUDLY 366
The service continues on page 171.
HYMN: BLESSED BE THE GOD OF ISRAEL 954
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