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Welcome!
To all who have gathered here this morning we welcome you in the name of Christ our Lord.
Through him we have access to God in boldness and confidence. (Ephesians 3:12) Join us after
service for coffee and refreshments. To allow for social distancing, please don’t linger in front of
the kitchen and bathroom.

HOLY COMMUNION
Our worship service is open to all. The forgiveness received in the Lord’s Supper is
proclaimed to all throughout the service. However, the Bible teaches that the Lord's
Supper is to be received by those who have been instructed about its meaning and the
unity it expresses.

For this reason, we ask that guests speak with the Pastor

before partaking of the Holy Supper.
So that you can be sure that unity of faith and teaching exists we invite you to

participate in a Bible Information Course. This class will prepare you to receive the
Lord's Supper with us. Please contact Pastor about class times.

Series Theme: WHAT CHILD IS THIS?
A baby is born every twelve seconds. That's 140 million babies born each year. Yet, there is
something that sets this child apart from all others. It is not simply his humble beginnings, with a
cattle trough as his first cradle. It is not just the miraculous nature of his birth, his mother being a
virgin. There is so much more. This child is the only hope we have for peace and a future. This
child can wipe away every tear, drive away every fear. Here is the truth of Christmas. With this
child, you lack nothing. Without him, you have nothing. Let us use this season of Christmas to
answer this most important question: WHAT CHILD IS THIS?

Theme of the Day: WHAT CHILD IS THIS? OUR SUBSTITUTE AND SACRIFICE
Already as a child, Jesus' saving work had begun. His entire life, he served as our substitute,
perfectly obeying God's Law. Just think of how we often neglect the study of God's Word. Then
look at twelve-year-old Jesus, eager to be in the temple learning more about Scripture. However,
he would need to do more than be our substitute. Eventually he would lay that perfect life down
as the sacrifice for our sin.
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| HYMN: TO SHEPHERDS AS THEY WATCHED AT NIGHT 335

The service continues with The Service: Setting One on page 154 of the hymnal.

THE WORD
FIRST LESSON ISAIAH 50:4-9

*The Sovereign LORD has given me an instructed tongue, to know the word that sustains the
weary. He wakens me morning by morning, wakens my ear to listen like one being taught. 5The
Sovereign LORD has opened my ears, and | have not been rebellious; | have not drawn back. °I
offered my back to those who beat me, my cheeks to those who pulled out my beard; I did not hide
my face from mocking and spitting. ‘Because the Sovereign LORD helps me, I will not be disgraced.
Therefore have | set my face like flint, and I know I will not be put to shame. 8He who vindicates
me is near.

Who then will bring charges against me? Let us face each other! Who is my accuser?

Let him confront me! °It is the Sovereign LORD who helps me. Who is he that will condemn
me? They will all wear out like a garment; the moths will eat them up.

PSALM OF THE DAY PSALM 84
We sing the following hymn in place of the psalm.

HYMN: JOY TO THE WORLD 353
SECOND LESSON Hebrews 2:10-18

10 In bringing many sons to glory, it was fitting that God, for whom and through whom
everything exists, should make the author of their salvation perfect through suffering. ! Both the
one who makes men holy and those who are made holy are of the same family. So Jesus is not
ashamed to call them brothers. 2 He says,

“I will declare your name to my brothers;
in the presence of the congregation I will sing your praises.”
13 And again,
“I will put my trust in him.”
And again he says,
“Here am I, and the children God has given me.”

14 Since the children have flesh and blood, he too shared in their humanity so that by his death
he might destroy him who holds the power of death—that is, the devil— *and free those who all
their lives were held in slavery by their fear of death. * For surely it is not angels he helps, but
Abraham’s descendants. 7 For this reason he had to be made like his brothers in every way, in order
that he might become a merciful and faithful high priest in service to God, and that he might make
atonement for the sins of the people. 8 Because he himself suffered when he was tempted, he is
able to help those who are being tempted.
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GOSPEL ACCLAMATION

M: For my eyes have seen your salvation, which you have prepared in the sight of all nations.
(Luke 2:30,31)
GOSPEL LUKE 2:41-52

L Every year his parents went to Jerusalem for the Feast of the Passover. “*When he was twelve
years old, they went up to the Feast, according to the custom. ** After the Feast was over, while his
parents were returning home, the boy Jesus stayed behind in Jerusalem, but they were unaware of
it. “ Thinking he was in their company, they traveled on for a day. Then they began looking for
him among their relatives and friends. * When they did not find him, they went back to Jerusalem
to look for him. “6 After three days they found him in the temple courts, sitting among the teachers,
listening to them and asking them questions. *" Everyone who heard him was amazed at his
understanding and his answers. “ When his parents saw him, they were astonished. His mother said
to him, “Son, why have you treated us like this? Your father and | have been anxiously searching
for you.”

¥ “Why were you searching for me?” he asked. “Didn’t you know I had to be in my Father’s
house?”” *° But they did not understand what he was saying to them.

1 Then he went down to Nazareth with them and was obedient to them. But his mother
treasured all these things in her heart. 52 And Jesus grew in wisdom and stature, and in favor with
God and men.

HYMN: LET ALL TOGETHER PRAISE OUR GOD 355

SERMON on ISAIAH 50:4-9

The service continues on page 162.

DISTRIBUTION HYMN: JESUS CHRIST, OUR BLESSED SAVIOR 659

The service continues on page 170.

HYMN: A GREAT AND MIGHTY WONDER 349
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