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HYMN: JESUS, MY GREAT HIGH PRIEST 359 
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M:  In the name of the Father and of the Son † and of the Holy Spirit.  

C:  Amen. 

 

M:  This is the message we have heard from him and declare to you:  

C:  God is light; in him there is no darkness at all.  

 

M:  If we claim to have fellowship with him yet walk in the darkness,  

C:  We lie and do not live by the truth.  

 

M:  If we claim to be without sin,  

C:  We deceive ourselves and the truth is not in us.  

 

C:  Father, I have sinned against you and am no longer worthy to be called your 

child. Yet in mercy you sacrificed your only Son to purge away my guilt. For 

his sake, O God, be merciful to me, a sinner, and in the joy of the Holy Spirit 

let me serve you all my days.  

 

Silence for private confession. 

 

M: If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just and will forgive our sins and purify us 

from all unrighteousness. Upon this, your confession, I forgive you all your sins in 

the name of the Father and of the Son † and of the Holy Spirit.  

C: Thanks be to God. Amen. 

 

PRAYER  

M:  Lord God, we thank you for this day of grace now drawing to a close. Stay with us 

and warm our hearts with your forgiving love in Christ. May your Word keep our 

faith burning brightly that we may walk in the light of your presence through the 

darkness of this world. Come and bless us as we worship you: Father, Son, and 

Holy Spirit.  

C:  Amen.  
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PSALM OF THE DAY  PSALM 2 

 
M: Why do the nations conspire and the peoples plot in vain?  

C: The kings of the earth take their stand and  

the rulers gather together against the LORD and against his Anointed One. 

 

M:  “Let us break their chains,” they say, “and throw off their fetters.”  

C: The One enthroned in heaven laughs; the Lord scoffs at them.  

 

M: Then he rebukes them in his anger and terrifies them in his wrath, saying,  

C:  “I have installed my King on Zion, my holy hill.”  

 

M: I will proclaim the decree of the LORD:  

He said to me, “You are my Son;  

today I have become your Father. 

C: Ask of me, and I will make the nations your inheritance,  

the ends of the earth your possession.  

 

M: You will rule them with an iron scepter; you will dash them to pieces like pottery.”  

C: Therefore, you kings, be wise; be warned, you rulers of the earth.  

 

M: Serve the LORD with fear and rejoice with trembling.  

Kiss the Son, lest he be angry and you be destroyed in your way,  

for his wrath can flare up in a moment.  

C: Blessed are all who take refuge in him.  

 

C:  Glory be to the Father and to the Son And to the Holy Spirit, 

  As it was in the beginning, Is now, and will be forever.  Amen. 

 

REFRAIN 

 

 

 

PSALM PRAYER 

M:  Lord God, you anointed your Son to be King for the sake of your Church. Help us, 

as members of his kingdom, to serve him faithfully and to come to the full 

knowledge of his grace and glory, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy 

Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C: Amen.   
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PASSION HISTORY FROM MARK 14:66-15:15 
66 While Peter was below in the courtyard, one of the servant girls of the high priest came 

by. 67 When she saw Peter warming himself, she looked closely at him.  

“You also were with that Nazarene, Jesus,” she said.  
68 But he denied it. “I don’t know or understand what you’re talking about,” he said, and 

went out into the entryway. 
69 When the servant girl saw him there, she said again to those standing around, “This 

fellow is one of them.” 70 Again he denied it.  

After a little while, those standing near said to Peter, “Surely you are one of them, for 

you are a Galilean.”  
71 He began to call down curses on himself, and he swore to them, “I don’t know this 

man you’re talking about.”  
72 Immediately the rooster crowed the second time. Then Peter remembered the word 

Jesus had spoken to him: “Before the rooster crows twice you will disown me three times.” 

And he broke down and wept.  

  

15 Very early in the morning, the chief priests, with the elders, the teachers of the law 

and the whole Sanhedrin, reached a decision. They bound Jesus, led him away and handed 

him over to Pilate.  
2 “Are you the king of the Jews?” asked Pilate. 

“Yes, it is as you say,” Jesus replied.  
3 The chief priests accused him of many things. 4 So again Pilate asked him, “Aren’t you 

going to answer? See how many things they are accusing you of.”  
5 But Jesus still made no reply, and Pilate was amazed.  
6 Now it was the custom at the Feast to release a prisoner whom the people requested. 7 

A man called Barabbas was in prison with the insurrectionists who had committed murder 

in the uprising. 8 The crowd came up and asked Pilate to do for them what he usually did.  
9 “Do you want me to release to you the king of the Jews?” asked Pilate, 10 knowing it 

was out of envy that the chief priests had handed Jesus over to him. 11 But the chief priests 

stirred up the crowd to have Pilate release Barabbas instead.  
12 “What shall I do, then, with the one you call the king of the Jews?” Pilate asked them.  
13 “Crucify him!” they shouted.  
14 “Why? What crime has he committed?” asked Pilate.  

But they shouted all the louder, “Crucify him!”  
15 Wanting to satisfy the crowd, Pilate released Barabbas to them. He had Jesus flogged, 

and handed him over to be crucified. 

 

SEASONAL RESPONSE  

C: All we like sheep have gone astray, and the Lord has laid on him the iniquity 

of us all. By his wounds we are healed. 
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SERMON HYMN: HE STOOD BEFORE THE COURT     115
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SERMON ON MARK 14:55-65 Hands of Hypocrisy     
55 The chief priests and the whole Sanhedrin were looking for evidence against Jesus so 

that they could put him to death, but they did not find any. 56 Many testified falsely against 

him, but their statements did not agree.  
57 Then some stood up and gave this false testimony against him: 58 “We heard him say, 

‘I will destroy this man-made temple and in three days will build another, not made by man.’ 

” 59 Yet even then their testimony did not agree.  
60 Then the high priest stood up before them and asked Jesus, “Are you not going to 

answer? What is this testimony that these men are bringing against you?” 61 But Jesus 

remained silent and gave no answer.  

Again the high priest asked him, “Are you the Christ, the Son of the Blessed One?”  
62 “I am,” said Jesus. “And you will see the Son of Man sitting at the right hand of the 

Mighty One and coming on the clouds of heaven.”  
63 The high priest tore his clothes. “Why do we need any more witnesses?” he asked. 64 

“You have heard the blasphemy. What do you think?”  

They all condemned him as worthy of death. 65 Then some began to spit at him; they 

blindfolded him, struck him with their fists, and said, “Prophesy!” And the guards took him 

and beat him. 

 
 

LORD’S PRAYER 

C: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, 

thy kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; 

and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. 

Amen. 

 
EVENING PRAYER 

M: O Father of all mercies, be present with us this night. We give thanks for another 

day filled with Your grace, encouraged by Your promises, guided by Your 

wisdom, crowned with Your victories. Grant us now a night of rest and 

recuperation that we may serve You yet another day; through Jesus Christ, Your 

Son, our Lord.  

C: Amen. 

 

BLESSING  

M:  Grace, mercy and peace from God the Father and from Jesus Christ, the Father’s 

Son, will be with us in truth and love.  

C:  Amen 
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CLOSING HYMN: GOD, WHO MADE THE EARTH AND HEAVEN     590 

 


